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Pllot sets world record over North Pole

By Michels Glance
statf writer

John Brown had to fly to the North
Pole 30 he declded to set flve world re-
cords on the way.

The 49-year-old Birmingham cngl-
neering consultant has already set 10
world flylng vecords. The five records
be set in early June which are still
belng certified will bring his total to 15.

Brown set five world flight records
on a trip to the North Pole laat year, he
sald. He set flve more flight records on
a flight to South America in March.

“This is the first time a light alrcraft
has been to fly from the North
American continent over the North
Pole to Europe and establish a speed
record,” Brown sald.

Brown recelved an award at a Parls
alr show for the polar flight.

The total flying time for the record-
scl;lng journey was about 28 hours, he
sald.

Five world {light speed records were
set during the flight: from Detrolt to
Oslo, Norway; from Detroit to Resolute
Bay, Canada; from Resolute Bay, Cana-
da, to the North Pole; from the North
Pole to Spltzbergen, Norway, and from
Spitzbergen, Norway, to Detrolt.

THREE PASSENGERS flew on the
Piper Axtec plane as it whirzed around
the world: Brown, the pllot; George
Smith, the co-pllot and a resident of
Bloomifield Hills; and Clark Putnam,
chief mechanle at Burz Alrport In Utd-
ca.

*“1 was going to Europe for buslness
Pt anyway,” Brown sald. “And
we had to test some new navigation
equipment over the North Pote.

“Se we attcmpted to set some re-
cords over the pole siace it hadn’t been
done before,

"Setting the records !s (ncidental,”
Brown zald. “If you're making a flight
and you can arrange It 50 you can set a
record, it's relatively casy to do.*

The danger the polar region poses to
planes, especially small ones, is the
reason the record probably basn't been
set before, Brown said.

“First of all, the polar reglon is ex-
tremely hostile and the aircraft and
crew have to be prepared,” Brown said.

“If you go down up there, the chances
for survival aren't very 5ood " he sald.

MAGNETIC COMPASSES are use-
less In the polar reglon, Brown sald.
Milltary and research planes are the
only flights that usually enter the
treacherous area.

Commerclal flights from Japan to
Eu;ope take sub-polar routes, Brown
sald.
“They're about 400-800 miles from
the pole,” he sald.

Brown's plane is speclally equipped
for the long journey, he sald, ~

I originally got involved In nylng as
a hobby 25 years ago,” Brown

But most of Buown's fliah!a nnw re-
volve around business trips, he said.

BROWN IS an englncering consult-
ant in the communications field. He
works on installing satellltes and radlo

and TV communication fecllities.

“We've got clients in Europe and
Australia, as well as all ovar the U.S.”
Brown sald.

Brown Iy uncertaln if he'll make an-
other world record-setting flight, be

sald,

“My wife says no,” he sald with &
laugh.

“There's not much left," Brown said.
“We've been around the world, unless
we hit the South Pole.”

Better idea reaps reward

Diane C. Kangas of Farmington
. Hills, has been honered In New York
- City as one of the Center for Creative
Studles team members who won first
place in the undergraduate category of
the t6th Annual Philip Merrls Market-

- lng/Cemmunleations Competition.

. In additlon to the trip to New York
. City, the Center for Creative Studles

team recelved $2,000 for its project
Buggesting the introduction of a new
line of freeze-dricd “dloners called
“Fresh Harvest.”

Their advertising slogan, “The Easy
Food For Hard to Please Appetites,”
stresses the quality of the product and
the ease of preparation.

During their two-day visit to Philip
Morrls World Headquarters, six win.
niog teams presented thelr projects to
competition judges and Phlllp Morrls
senlor mapagement, visited the J, Wal-
ter Thompson Advertising Agency and
toured New York City.
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John Brown ui Birmingham (right) and co-pilot George Smith eet five world recorda during a flight over the North Pole.
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