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Officer
injured
in chase

By Julls Brown
staff wrltor

A Farmington Hills pollee officer
was infured in a car accident that fol-
lowed a chase Saturday,

The officer, Brian Degrande, was
treated at Botsford General Hospltal in
Farmington Hills.

“The officer was treated at the hos-
pltal and was released,” sald Farming-
ton Hills Police Chief William Dwyer.
Degrande, who Injured his back, re-
turned to full duty Tuesday.

“He became involved in a chase with
other offlcera from the de ent,”
the.police chief sald. The vehicle belng
chased was listed as stolen, “and also
the occupants were believed to have
been involved In an armed robbery
which occurred In Pontiac on July 5.’ (4

‘The chase began In the area of Chest-
<erbrook and 13 Mile Road, Dwyer sald.
Degrande and another Farmington
Hills officer, Bertis Cook, pursued the
vehicle as it traveled castbound on 13
Mile Road.

THE ACCIDENT occurred at ap-
proximately 4:45 p.m. at the intersec
tion of 13 Mile and Orchard Lake
roads. It involved both pollce cars, as
well as the vehicle that was bcing pur-
sted

" “The yovng gir In the car betag pur.
lud ed) was h‘l‘ombcmlnug hospital also,
A appurs K shape now,’ "
Dwyer sal;

Both occupants of the car belng pur-
sued were juvenlles. The boy had es-
caped from Children's Village, he sald.
4 "{le was a Farmington Hills resl-

ent.”

During the Saturday morning roll
call, Farmington Hills officers had
recelved information on the boy’s es-
cape, Dwyer sald. He and another
young man were under [nvi tion
for crimes committed in the Pontiac
area “where elderly persons had been
plstol whipped.”

Following the car accident on Satur-
day, the boy ran away from the car,
Dwyer sald.

“There was a foot chase and he was
lnwlly apprehended, taken inlo custo-

e boy waa taken .to Children's

' Arevlewbomdwilluamlnetbesat-
irday incident, tho police chief said.

“It appears that the officers acted
within the polictes of the department at
this time.” Such an internal roview is &
customary procedure, he sald.

Thuraday, July 11
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A world of silence ends
with implant operation

“This (the implant procedure) rep-
resents the first time in the history of

Robert Ersher spent the first 28
years of his life. in a world without

sound.

And while that would be traumatic
enough for most pemn.l, his deafness
was as a sign of mental re-
tardation and he spent a pumber of

and a device no bigger than a nickel,
Ersher soco will hear sounds for the
first time.

Last month he became Botaford
General Bnoplul'a flrat paden! to
recelve a cochlear Implan

B8y Joanne Maliszewski
slaff writer

The npenuon recently performed
on Robert Ersher, the cochlear im-
plant pmeedure, repreunl.u & first in

“"This {5 the first time we can enter

year-old man at Botsford General
Hoepital,

that a sense organ can be
replaced — not perfectly, but It's a
beglnnlng"uld Bmdu an ear, nose

was mentally retarded and teok him
to live in an institution.

Not until Ersher was in his teens
did officials at the institution reallre
his lem was not mental retarda-
ton, but deaf: icials also real-

ama

Brandes, a West Bloomficld resi-
dent, Is one of 200 physiclans In the
country tri &t the Housa Institute
in Callfornia to perform the implant
procedure,

THE IMPLANT ALSO representis a
new beglnnlng for the 23-year-old

When he was 6 months 01d, Brandes
sald, Ersher’s parents believed he

Performed by microscopic surgery,
the cochlear implant s a device that
will give some people who are deaf
an opportunity bear sound.

To understand how the implant al-
lows & person to hear sound, it's nec-
essary to underatand what “sound is,
Brandes sald.

A form of energy, sound travels
through the air in waves.

A uuuud’ m:chanlcal energy
reaches
through thn nulzr nnd mldd:la puu of

Ized Ersher suffers from Ushers Syn-
drome — pigmentation of the retina.

Thet's ‘why' the cochlear implant .

wi
Without both hearing and eyeslght,
Ersher would have been “otherwise
totally Eschhd," he added.

“He 1s highly motivated. I think
he'll do well,” sald Brandes, who re-
cently peﬂomnd another cochlear
implant in Madison Helghts.

The Lmplant should provide great

the ear cauaing certain parts to vi-
brate.

Tiny sensory cells Inslde the co-
chlea or inner ear chapge the me-
chanical energy of sound into electri-
cal energy. The energy generated

Robert Ersher

with nlﬁn

photos by/RICK BMITH

after Im-

plant surgery at

Hille. Dr.

In
Warren Brandes sald because of the lurnofy. Enhnr will soon bo

able to hoar sounds for the first time.

improvement for Ersher's hearing
loss. But Ersher will not hear sounds

as do people who have normal bear-
lng, Brandes sald.

"1 THINK he'll be able to lip read
better. And there's a good chance he'll
be able to develop vocal skills.”

Patients who recelve the cochlear
implant, Brandes sald, generally
don’t bear the same quality of sound
the hearing do. Instead, they gener-
ally hear scratching sounds, he sald.

“There are certain sounds that may

How scientific breakthrough works

u:l'prct it," Brandes sald.

Some people who cannot hear have
damaged sensary cells In the cochlea,
Brandes sald. The cochlear implants
consequently help people hear sounds

from the t!ny cells then
the bearing nerve,

IT IS the hearing nerve that sends
signals la, & person’s brnﬁn. whlch in.

p!
nmonnts of electrical current near
the hearing nerve.

Although the cochlear implant docs
not completely cure deafness, It can

“I¥'s the braln that can actually In-

Please tum to Page 14

bother them," Brandes sald, nu-_h a3a
hammer on metal or a siren.

Thoe success of the cochlear implant
13 not & question of what percentage

. PIMlurn toPage 14 |-

Dr. Warren Brandes

Founders’ Festival fever about to

strike town

~="For-the 21st consecutive year, the Hlils Chamber of ( under tho Ing the festival features th games, rides and from local {rom the Grand River Drive-In to the
annual Founders' Featlval will ba the  direction of Executive Director Jody |pecinl events, food, entertalnmen lor ma whole family, Kid's Day also Wed.nad.ly evening the gnnual Miss Farmington Road intersection.
b[s event of the summer in Farmington  Soronen. sidewalk sales, arts and crafts, sports features the 18th Annual Fuﬁv!l Pot Farmington Scholarship Pageant, the Featuring marching bands, fife and
d Farmington Hiils, Area Festival volunteers are: Ma- activitles, demonstrations and tours. Show at 1 p.m, sponsored by the Plyza  flrat for Fi - drum corps, floats and dowu., the pa-
Inc!uded in this year’s acuvulu are dalyn Betaeg, Deborah Farming- auowmzmlunnlcvmh Veterinarian t.ul. dents In pursult of the Miss America rade will honor several entries 'm:
the ton Radlo Club, Jon Grant, Judy Gural, EVENTS ‘Wednesday, July 17 is the starting !.llla. will take ylwe at Viadimir's at 7 prizes,
n!u‘ carnival rides, food, music and  Sally Hackman, Suzanne Miller, Mar-  Special avenu for the Festlval begin  dats for the WG. w-de carnival at the At 1 pm. at the Mulrwood Shoppin
the parade. lene'l‘haobaldmdbeuhhm July 16 with the annual Kid's Day in Farmington Plaza at Grand Rlver and S.ltunhy July 1o,u|!m7d|y for Center on Saturday, July 0, the third
Beginning July 18 and runnlng yur-li'auul theme Is “Farm- the Park at Farmington City Park, Orchard Lake Roads. The carnlval runs Festival anoual “Battle of the Bars” will take
through July 20, the festival is spon- lnmnlnthu Future.” Shiawassee and Power, from noon to 6 from noon ‘b ll 30 z dllll throu‘h n1n¢ lf- 10 am,, the lnnu&l Foundeﬂ' place. B
sored by the the two nelghl pm. Saturday, J Day Parade travels down Grand Rlver P turn 10 Page 11
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