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PASS concept:
narrowcasting

N THE BEGINNING there was television.
A'nd themam rejoiced in a alngular ery
of cestas;

“More Lucyll" they shouted. “More

Their needs werce slmple, TV peoducers filled
them thusly, turning cut more of the same types
of shows.

‘Then came sports, and TV was transformed.
Instead of just an occasional local bascball or
football game, weekly shown presented a variety
of sporta. National heroes were created, Texans
cheered Justily for John Unitas as ho guided the
Baltimore Colts past the New York Glants in the
1958 NFL champlonship gam

Agaln the people rejolced nm:ough It wasn't

the unanimoits mass of television's earller years.

had been There ware
now shows targeting a certaln segment of the
audience.

NEXT CAME cable TV. Further specialization,
the sudlence narrowed to a greater degree. The
cholces facing the viewer multiplied; the
audlence was segmented even more.

Now televislon has reached the regional cable
stage: certain programs {or certaln members of a
certaln audience,

This latest evolutionary devclopmen! blrthed
PASS — Pro Am Sports Systems, the Troy-based
firm that, n the 15 months slnce it’s creation, has
spread to 88 cable afflllates throughout Michigan

't and Toledo, including every system in suburban
‘| ‘Detrolt.

- Which means that enough people are Interested
in PASS to pay the subscription price, which is
sometimes twice that of 24-hour pay televislon
stations like HBO or Showtime. PASS broadcasts
between four and flve bours a day, with rates
ranging from $8 to $15.

BUT PASS preseats purely sports. And
rogramming emphasizes live lndlml,with ]
r)el.rvll Tiger games, 42 Piston contests and
several of the stato's college eventa,

“T'm Io the entertalnment buslness,” shys BUL
Wischmap, vice-president and general manager
of PASS, “If people can't £0 out to the stadlum,
they can watch it on PASS,”

Wischman must have a bit of carnival
roustabout in him, too, considering the varlety of
his dutles, Jn varying degrees, he handles
finances,
and programming.

He also must ndcpufm balance the PASS
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Wolverme crowns 13 champs

The Livonia Cardinals (etriped
wers ousted in the first round by eventual
boys 18-under champe Vardar during the

Pride on linein

sandlot star game

By Chris McCotky
staff writer

concept, which has a b ona
very narrow perch If it Is to work. He must sell a
sport flrat, then convince his audience he can put
that sport in thelr living room.

And he must do it while not Lnklng any fans out
of stadium seats.

“If people don’t want to go down to the
stadlum,” Wischman explains, “they won't watch
Jtat home.”

AND IF TOO many people stay home to watch,
‘teams llke the Tigers and Pistons aren't likely to
allow PASS to keep televiaing home games.

That would be a huge chunk of PASS. The
Tigers are the system'’s backbone, while the
Platons are the main attraction In the winter
montha, Golleﬂnte sporis, 8\;:!: &lalhlﬂchlyu State

and U
and hockey, are nbu key Ingredients, but without
thn Tigm and Pistons the system would never

Sol-r, Wischman bas been able o keep his act
, “No sport that we cover has dropped In
auanduee " he polnu out. “We promote
attendance.”

His phuuophy ia 5lmple. *“To deliver local

,sporta o local fans — to bring local games to
them."

His method s just as plain: Interest people in
the sport, get them out to the stadium, create a
following strong enough that, when they can’t go,
they'll turn on PASS and watch.

DEVELOPING AN audlence for a reglonal
(PN is mtrlcwdmm of Demlélpom
tha

t
thumn offers “10 percent of the tlme. live
“broadeasts of of local sporting events,” is no easy
Financial pitfalls abound, as other regional
aitest.

. the-air pay TV station that opersi
-from 1'19 10 1988, “T guess that's the unforpunate
mmzmnmt — [ understand
the realitios of the

Several of his bleeohorudldn'l,unspart
View of Nashville, the system that
outhnllnmm

feature 40 football gamea this fall after televising
- & dozesy Last year,

Pioase tum to Pege 4

CAROL L. FRANCAVILLA/stalf photographee

Wolvorine VI Soccer Tournsy, which at-
tracted 234 teamo to Bcllqolcuﬂ Collego.

jorsay)

The Detrolt Times began the game [y

back in 1945, The now defunct newspa- |

per rounded up the best amateur base-
ball players from across the state to
take on the city team at Briggs Stadi-
um (now Tiger Stadlum),

A player from each team was select- P2y

ed to play In a New York sandlot all-
star game. The flrst star of stars cho-

play in the game were former Tiger
greata Bi)l Freehan and Willle Horton.
The annual sandlot all-star game has
c.hanged over the years. The Detroit
Free Press pleked up the game when
the Times felded in 1960 Later, Mike
Adray assumed control.
But through 40 years, the game lives.
Mondny. four groups of zll-stars will
In a palr of games at Tiger Stadi-

At 10 a.m., all-stars from the Livonla
Collegiate Basebail Leagua will take on
an all-star team from the Detroit
Adray League's first., third-, fifth- and
scventh-place teams. At 12:30 pm. the

-area all-stars will play Detroit
Adray stars from the sccond-, fourth-
and sixth-place teams.

A TRIP to New York is no longer at
stake. But the game provides the

Redford players. Livonla Adray must
carry a certaln percentage of Livonia

players. Though there are a good num-
ber of experienced college plnym in
the LCBL, there are-an equ! number

of high school players and college
freshmen,

ACOORDING TO Morris Moorawn-

By Brad Emons
statt writor

The event generated $1 milllon for
the local business community,

It also produced 13 youth soccer
champlons among the 234 teams from
throughout the midwest and Canada,
which competed last weekend In the
sixth annual Wolverine tournament at
Schooleralt College.

Some of Sunday’s {inals were moved
to Livonia's Bicentennlal Park because
rain played havee with achedullng and
the condition of the fields,

“We had

craft Colltgc Athletle Director. “But
other than that, I felt we were well
recelved by soccer teams o other

"We'll pretty much have the same
format next year. It takes a lot of peo-
ple working and helping to make it go.”

It took 4,000 soccer players to make
it go as well.

SEVERAL TEAMS from the Obsery-
er-Eccentric coverage area came away
with titles.

The most impressive performance
was tumed in by the Livonla Florist
Hawks, a Glrls Under-16 team which
outscored Its opponents $4-8 in zlx vie-
torjes,

The defense was led by fulibacks
Becky Dimitriou, Rosemary Hally, Sta-
i Hendershott, Kris Schultx and Shan.
non Stacherskl, Goalie Lynn Shelly
poated shutouts in quarterfinal, semlfi-
nal and flozl round action (a 4-0 win
over the Clnclnnati Celtlca).

Center striker Shari Acitelli paced
the offense with eight goals.

“Acitelll was the key to our offense,”
sald Hawks coach Paul Dugan, “She is
an outstanding worker who alwaya
givu 110 percent.
er pame I.l ‘Ace’ and und ahe ls
ddl.nlu-.ly uut ace in the hole.”

uall {mpressive was the Plym-
outh sungm of the Western

panents by a comblned score of 18-2 en
mute to the Girls Under-14 crown.

"WE DONT RELY on one person,”
sald Stingers coach Don Smith, *The

scoring 18 really spread out.
“We don't have any big girls, but we
like to control the ball. And they like to

work together, We don't kick md chase
the ball down, We wear teams out, cs-
pecially in the second half, They're In
good condition.”

In the final, the Stingers beat the
“Troy Challengers for the third time this
season, 2-0, raising thelr overall season
record {0 24-2-2.

Like the Hawks, the Stlogers,
comprised of eight players from the
Plymouth-Canton  area, four from

Farmington and four from Northville,
wilt compete in the Mldwest Regionals
July 19-21.

Meanwhile, the Vardar II soccer
clubs, comprised primarily of Livonla
players, came away with two boys age-

up crowns.

The Under-18 Vardar squad blanked
the Ann Arbor Flames for the title, 4-0,
while the Under-13 team edged the
Mount Clemens Carpathla Kickers for
tho champlonship, 2-1,

‘Tcams from Troy also fared well.

Troy United took the Boys Under-18
dlvision with a 2-0 triumph over the
Westerville (Ohlo) Dingos. The Michi.
gan Metres, another Troy-based team,
beat the Brighton Strikers, 4.3, for the
Boys Under-16 crown,

HERE ARE THE RESULTS of other
boys champlonshlp games: Ciocinnati
(Ohlo) Sycamore Aruual 4, Toledo Pa-
cesetters 2 (Under-10); Auburn Hills

Park Buckoyes 0 (Under-19).
‘The other girly finals Included: Sun-
nyvale (Calll.) Roadrunners 7, Canton
Bluo Angels 0 {(Under-10); South East
Cardinals YMCA

Cincinnat! 4,
Bullets 0 (Under-12); Finneytown (Ohlo)
vonia ( 2 (Un-

Soccer League, who outscored five op-

“Tickets to all Detroit Lions home games go on sale Monday, July 22.
Get your seats early and be part of the action at the Stlverdome in "85,
LION TICKET OUTLETS

Maln Office: Pontiac Silverdome, (313) 3354151
« AAA of Michlgan; Any branch office of AAA in Michigan
*CAA Branch Offices: Windsor, Chatham and Sarnia

*Metro JC Penney Stores
Hay City: Mutual Savings and Loan, 623 Washington Avenue

Detroit: Sportsland, U.S.A., 1444 Michigan Avenue

rarmlogton Hills: Jim Hawkins® Fan Attic, 28952 Orchard Lake Road

Grand Raplds; Herpolsheimers, 1 Monroe Avenue, NV,

Jackson: L.E, Fleld Co.,

201 W. Michigan

Lansing: Van Dervoorts, 1515 North Grand River

Port Huron: Smoker's Huven, 412 Huron

Rochestes: Oakland Unlversity, Oakland Center
Saginaw: Pro-Am Sports, 3514 State Street

Windsor Windsor-Detrolt Llons Fan Club 675 Goyeau

M G S BaE B S —
’7985 LIONS HOME GAME SCHEDULE

added

der-19).

There’s

new LlOl]S

No. of
Date Laocal Time Team Tickets § !
Aug. 9 8:00 p.m. Buffalo Bills E
Aug. 23 8:00 p.m. Cincinnati Bengals !
Sept, 15 1:00 p.m. Dallas Cowboys 4
Sept. 29 1:00 p.m. Thmpa Bay Buccancers - . f
Oct. 20 1:00 p.m. San Francisco 49ers !
Oct. 27 1:00 p.m. Miami Dolphins H
Nov. 17 4:00 p.m. Minnesota Vikings B} :
Nov. 28 12:30 p.m. New York Jets i
Dec. 15 1:00 p.m. Green Bay Packers : v
Dec. 22 1:00 p.m. Chicago Bears :
Send me a total of. >

tickets @ $12.50 each for the games marked above,
Enclosed is my check/moncey orderforS__________ ly.

MAIL ORDEK TO LIONS TICKETS, PO, BOX 4200, PONTIAC, MICRIGAN 18087
and enclose a self-addressed, s(nmpcd envelope for specdlcr return, Onlnr early B
to insure the best possible seat locations. :

.S. funds only),

NAME ADDRESS
CITY STATE zir
1 | BUSINESS vno_m.' HOME PHONE

P o—
scason ticketyare atill lvll.llhle at lIH udh

S EN
i B}
)

+ Call the Lions at (313) 335-4151 for further detalls.




