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Ride-sharing plan proves to be energy saver

By Dennls Coffman
stalf writor

Many of the energy-naving measures
put Into effect during the emergy
cruoch that hit the sation back In the
early 70s remain, But the 55-mile-per-
hour spoed limit Is, in mmy, a 60-85
mile-per-hour speed limit; glternative
fuels, such &s solar and oou gasifica-
tion, have not lived up to their promise;
and alternative modes of trans, .
tion still take & back seat to the auto-
moblle,

But one energy-saving idea was good
then and it's good now.

It's r[de-luruzg: two or more per-
sons sharing the same vehlcle.

Ride-sharera can enjoy the comfort
of private without the

‘IV's.clean and
dependable. | don’t
have to wait In line for
buses. And there's no
standing up, like on a
crowded bus. The van
costs only about half of
what the bus costs.’
— Johin Stewart
Livonia RideSharer

take a snooze, [ 11ke It. It's economleat,
1t's fun, better than driving and hAvlng
to fight rush hour traffic.”

Kearnoy sald she chose to
Livonla van pool, even lhough
to drive to the meeting polnt from Can-
ton, because the van pool hours match
her working hours — 3 a.m. to 5 pm.
She has been riding the van pool since
November 1984.

Jim Rembackl, of Livonia, has been
riding the samo Livonia van pool since
It was begun ona and one-half years

ago.
ﬁ"u: qulet, eonvuﬂ:nt. less expen-

“IT SAVES tons of pollution, gallons
of gea,” sald Anita Ste. Marie, acting

costs in fuel, wear and insurance asso-
clated with one person driving back
and forth to work alone.

And, now that there are regional
agencies set up to provide the van, all
the ride-sharer needs to provide ia a
body 2nd a monthly fee.

REDE SHARING IN the seven coun-
ties around Detrolt benefits everybody
involved, from the driver who doesn't
have to drive; to the company whose
employees have a rellable, inexpensive
way of getting to work; to the environ-
ment, which has fewer cars polluting if;
to future generations, whose oil supply
will last a ittle longer.

By now, most area motorists have
driven past one of the 100 billboards
urging them to call 863-RIDE for a
free, computerized car pool and van
pool rider matching service.

RideShare is the matching service
provided by the Southeast Michigan
Council of Governments (SEMBOG)
and funded by the Michigan Depart-
ment of 'I‘rmpomuon and the federal

gov ent,

It works with buaincsses (o custom-
Lze a van pool or car pool, based on the
employee's home address, working
hours, commuting patterns and the lo-
cation of his company,
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“It's been In effect flve years now.
The average dally round trip ls 78
miles and the number of passengers ls
12-14. A contractor, Vanpoo! Services,
leases the vans from a dealer, then
loans them to RideShare van pools,”
sald Ste. Marie,

Van pool riders compare van pools
not only o commuting by car, but also
to taking the bus.

John Stewart, of Livonla, who rides
with a van pool In uvonh, found that
taking the van was a big improvement’
over taking a SEMCOG bua. Both pick
up and deliver at the same Farmer
Jack parung lot, Levan Road and Five
Mile Road.

“It's clean and dependable,” sald
Stewart. “I don't bave to walt in line
for buses. And there's no standing up,
like on a crowded bus, The van costs
only about half of what the bua coats."”

Stewart sald be would bave to pay $4
per day for a round trip bus ride from
downtown Detroit to Livonia, while the
van pool generally runs under $50, de-
pendlng on the number of riders. Stew-
art was met by his daughter after the
van arrived, right on time, at 5:45 p.m.

RELAXING,” sald Jean Kear-
ney, of Canton. “§ it back, or talk or
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Like Kumny. he went lmm the van
to his car, which he had parked in the
Five Mile Road-Levan Road lot that

morning.

“VAN POOLS have eliminated a lot
of their riders' commuting coats,” sald
Ste. Marle. “Commuters save gas and

get a reduction lntbejrpeﬂanal car i

surance, wi ridiog in a fully.
equlpped, Ilr condlﬁoned vehicle to
work. Qur conaiderations are safe-
ty. ‘mmuw plﬁnp polats, umel are
u ¢ van pool pazsengers.

”su Marije zaid RideShare, which is
funded by the federal government and
the Michigan Department of Transpor-

‘can’

munn. “did a lot of work with employ-

"nm rogram s constantly grow-
log,” she nld. ‘“The matchmaking ser-
vlccl.l(mtolhapubllc.monlym-
atrictlon Ls that the van pool passengers
must be employed adults.”

The impetus for forming s 1or
van pool can come either from employ-
er or employees.

Van Pool Services, which also pays for
repairs and maintenance.

The driver of the van is allowed to
take the van home after he drops off

ch passenger pays the driver a
monuﬂy fare, based on operating ex-
penses, fixed costs and the co:to! gaso-

Line.
‘THE, TOTAL {3 dlvided by the num-

forms for =mpluyeu who want to par-
ticipate. It also provides employees
with printouts of the sames and phone
numbers-of others who lve in their
grea, the hours the employees work
and in what area they work.

THE MATCH LIST even Indicates
whether the person i3 a smoker or a
pon-smoker.

From the match Ust, the employee
can determine if there are enough per-
sons lving and working in his area to
form a carpool or van pool.

A van pool can also be crganized by
a person who wanta to be a driver. He
recrult nine or more passengers
and send an application to van pool
Setvlcel.mc If the driver's

ber of and the resulting
amount Is the monthly fare per pamsen-

Puaeueu typically pay abont $50 &
month to the van pool. An average 40-
mlle round trip In a 18-passenger van
would yriah m $42 with 14 pamsen-
gen to $58

poclers can save 1 several

w-ys. loweud Insurance costs on their

owa vehicle; reduced wear on thelr own

vaane; parking fees, if the employer
has provided space for van pool vans.

Depending on the cholce of the pas-
sengers, the van will elther plek riders -

at their door, or at a central meet-
ing point, such ax a supermarket flrk
lnz lot, where puw;en can

arpmed, be gets a van from Van
'ool Services and begins the vana)oel.
Insurance on the van is provided

thelr carsor b p them.
v-n pools,

‘There are 77 R.lddhn
caﬁ}eg “Michivana.” The average dally
trip distance Is 78 miles. Thm

are 80 15- vanpools, 16 13-

Eoohudmeuhbpo

Benger vanpoo

RIDESHARE, EXPECTS (o have 100
region, Increasing

25 percent tha number of

cogage {0 van pooling, which nvq

standy at 999, .
llnamu&eumcmcsptu

vanpoomw However, the smalles car;
pool groups sllow for even gxutq

“Fih i posting sy &0
car 0D® person
all the driving in his own car and sim:,

ply collect a weekly or monthly leg
from riders. Or car poolers can
the driving duties equally.
RideShare provldu the nmn
uhl.l.lt to car poolers that it does uz
lers.

Bnt 'whether the commauter chooses l

impressive, The 18 milllon
who share rides save the nation 14 mil.
!lnnpﬂmelgxmﬂmp«dly.vra.ﬁ
blmoﬂpllnmly

Over the years, helrly 3,000 w
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iy SECOND GHANCE.
Call 358-1580 DELIVERY AVAILABLE.
[Ogitigd]l THE RE-SELL-IT
| E

34769 GRAND RIVER « FARMINGTON
. 4 5! .

% MI. West of Fnrmlnglcn Rd.
Hours: Man., Tues., Wed., Sat, 1
Thurs., Frl, 10-9, OPEN SUN 12-4

Do You Need HELP -
CARING FOR A NEWBORN?

Call Oakland Nuraing Unlimited today and discover
how you can get the help you need to regain your
strength and enjoy life as & new mother!

540-2360
I Land Nursing unlimired

=coarorsits

THE WAITING IS OVER!

EVERYTHING YOU SEEIS ON SALE...

« EVERY BEDROOM
" « EVERY DINING ROOM
+ EVERY COCKTAIL, OCCASIONAL AND
END TABLE . |
- EVERY CHAIR AND SOFA
« EVERY SECTIONAL AND MODULAR
«EVERY LAMP, PICTURE AND ACCESSORY
«EVERY WALLUNIT =
« EVERY SLEEPER o
« EVERYTHING! .

Gentlemen's Fine Appare! y
75 W. Long Lake Road
Bloomfield Hilis

SUMMER ||
'CLEARANCE

SALE
20% to 60% off ||

TROY .
'W. Big Beaver at Cmoks
one 649-2070

FAIRLANE - '*
260 Town Center Drive
Across from Faidane Malt
Dearbomn » Phane: 336-0340 .
Fairlune
All s(ores open Daily 10 to 6; Monday, Thursday & Fdday til.g; 1‘my and,
Bed'roorn tun:xitura avallabre but nol on dlsplay n South

SOUTHFIELD
Telegraph at 12 Mile
Phone: 353-9880

nmoomuws




