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Ethan Hawke {(right) tells alién that he and frlend Jason
Presson have como In peace, in “Explorers.”

Film ‘Explorers’
needs more than
ﬂashy space story

The only I.lmllxtlon to the motion picture is the Imagination of
the filmmaker,

“Explorers” Teatures three adolescents on screen and who knows
how masy more off acreen, all of whom have falled to explore
their imaginations and the posaibliities of the motlon picture.

The result i3 105 minutes of expensive-looking footage with mu
of glitzry speclal effects by Georzo Lucas' Industrial Light and

Magi, but that 13 not enough to Bave thls scatered story about

space {or no good mnon.

(Ethan Hawke) i3 & typical da;

fiction-oriented adolescent, with a twist, Ben's dreams emble his

prececious friend, Wolfgang Muller (Rlver Phoenix), to wire up an
old TV screen and a computer (only mx) which creates a force

field that literally flles you to the moon and beyond.

THE CREW NEEDS a Little mechanical know-how to help the
vislonary and tha electronic genlus. Along comes Darren Woods
(Juson Presson) who bullds spaceships oul of stolen carny rides and
Stevt Jackson (Bobby e snd bl pung: Bradiey Gress, George

ve Jackson y ite) an Bradley G George
Oldeu and Chance Sch ) g ey Gregs, Georg

Jackson and the sans temrim our heroes several ‘times, just
one of a series of essentinlly disconnectad elements that serves no
real purpose. A sheriff’a department hellcopter pilot, Charlle
Drake (Dick Mliler), i3 alternately driven to distraction and glee
that thnboy-areﬂylnxudﬂwuulluhmﬂybme biggest bunch
of loonles seen in

At first vlew ll a, pean unt Wolfgang lives In an inﬂ.ll.uuon for

t his father amuses him by imitating ele-
pmu. E\rerythlng. however, has 2 reasonable exphmum Father
wears a mask to avold Injuring bimself with bug polson and
Mother Muller Is permissive enough to allow her children to eat
cereal while wudnz Enﬂaweu masks, 3
not making this up, just

One of the mm'n problems is the Maller f; s German ac-
cents, which are not clear, But you can't blame all of it on non
native speakers. “Naturalistic® sound is used, with characters dis-
tant from the screen having, soft volces. This may be a nifty,
ertistic lmhn]que, but lt is lmpoulble to hear what the actors are
saying, particularly after laugh lines — and there are some, not
many, but some.

THE MAIN difficulty with Explnm-l is that there s no antag-
onist against whom our intrepld friends can pit their
dreams, thelr genlus and thelr practical survival skills, The film Is
Just a long seriea of vaguely related gags.

umumuuwawmhmummmlmbunomu
space creatures wha wanted to meet Wak/!
(Richard Picardo) and his girlfriend (Karen Mayo-Chandler) 1
Daddy st.u-ul!er’l (fobert F. Boyh) 'pwuup. They lippod over
to Earth’s outer environs to
that Wolfgang could eoonmd.n force nnld that mnhnpaea !rnv-

€l possible,
After a long inspoction, our three hereos meet the
breaks up the party.

an
Santa Monica sclence-fiction bookstore.

mﬁ.gm-wmmum
Peterson for her bisthday.

Now’s the time to :cour wineries

Summer 15 a great time to visit win-
eries (so are winter, spring and fall), a
time when tourilsts are expected and
driving ls aafer.

It you cannot uko ldvunuxc of tzh;:
lnupemlve to Europe or

to Californla, whn better place than
stay at home and visit car own local
industries. Michigan ranks fourth In the
nation in production, has two distinct
regloas and, Ln general, produces some
wvery acceptable wines.

To sce the equlpmwt. lour vineyards
and meet winemakers ia the same the
world over. It's a great way to learn at
{irst band the joyn and rigors of vinleul-
ture,

This Is the first of two articles on
touring Michigan wineries. This will re-
port on the older, southwestern part of

state and in the pext column, the
mrthwat

Now that the most effectlve winery
In the region, Tabor Hl, has opened a
tasting room In beautiful downtown
Paw Paw, this community can well be
thouzhl o( as the center of the wine in.

this part of the state. It pro-
vldanmlothelhmwin es
worth  visiting locally, St Jullan,
Wametand‘hboram.nzyuuup
nicely on the west side of the main
street.

THE FIRST boasts the most modern
ting facility, loaded with souvenlrs
and tiny plastic tasting cups. It seems
to always bave one or two busloads of

. tobeavolded &s a group, lwmwu.

tonrinlln room asking for “some-
thing "Thhstlnlhnanpm-
vide from its assortment of labrusca
and hybrid wine grapes. But it also has
wines for the more serious taster and Is
generous {n pouring-anything it makes,
uceptchlmbonﬂn,wm never ever
gets o the tasting room.
Makm: a serious effort to be more
ors of sweet, natlve
uuwg:{ (ng decent things with sey-
chancellor. Except for ita
vidal-based wine, these are

Make no mistake, St. Jullan Is the big
producer of the area, It caters to a va-
rlety of tastes and shows evidence of
moving with the changing tastes of the

marketiog bard as well,

down the road on I-84, another near
Jackson, one In Frankenmuth, Sault

Ste. Marie and, most recently, on 175 Why

-t the Grange Hall Road exit near Hol-

A block or two ponh s tronbled
Warner, a winery thal been around
& long ﬁ.me, focusing chlefly on sative
American grape varieties {(and several
blends with peculiar, {diosyncratic:
names). There are those, a few years
:’fo, who predicted Warner wauld be

under {| y
toit), but Warner continaes to hang in.

‘Warner has an attractlve, rustic tast-
ing room, with a modest restaurant at-

londsy, July 16, 1988 O&E

p \ wine
”‘ Richard
Watson
tached set by the river but seems o be
a winery wholly out of focus these
days, There 2 to be no real sense
of direction, af
the past occasionally
some quality hybrids. *

IT HAS cooslstently made m.ﬂy
good sparkling wines and, when I was
bad excellent sales on

are In Ber-
rien County down the road, goes back
to the very early 1970s and has had a
checkered

ullln.umaulurle-

state) and s currently marketing a  way, Len Olson has opened the Olson
sparkling wine from c.burdnmy F. Winery 1o the old Lakeside
grapea that is moet a; mpeﬂy‘ueummnmmh«
eraLvidalhubeenl mmlmt Hill wines at their best before the
turnover, and his early releajes of vi-

mu.ngroomilpntohbuudlng dal and seyval show a great deal of

just north of Warner's that shares

-

Thomas

Androcles meets lion

O'Connor (left) and Robert Holhow-kl portray the tille
of

roles in the 's theater p

Lion,” through &lurdoy, July 27, at the Hilberry Theatre at Wayne
State University In Detrolt. For tickat Information, call 577-2972,

and the

True Grist dinner theater
offers hit musical ‘Annie’

The Broadway musical hit “Annle” continues on Buldel ormances, there is a .. Y A
mummuntzmmsmy,mg.u,mmhm gg:ulormmuneem”!at ThL ROber
Grist dinner theater lo Homer, . lhow, %6 for bulfet for general a Brtdcgr@m
“Annie,” dased on the adventures of comic-strip dren'a rate (age 18 and under), $4 for show, $3.! 95 i h
chlrlch.r Little Orphan Anni ll! set in the lﬂggs for buffet. R .
era. The show villains,
o 1030y siyle radlo show, a valt with FOR, | _FOr moreinformation, cal $17-563-4151 or Mich-
suéy:;mmu celebration, little girls and a dog. Igan tollfree 800-820-8161,
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“Igot It In Classlfiedl”

“) needed wheels, but the folks sald I'd have to buy
them myself. Luckily the Observer & Eccentric
Clesslfied had lots of mopeds | could afford.

®bserver ff 'f.tmltﬁtv
,cIasglhed
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B44-1070 Oakland Chinty §81-0000 Wayne County
. ‘ ssa3a22Rochester-Avon Twp, . ‘

- ..since 1938

Your Place or Ours -
. Anywhere anytime, any occaslon.V'
From the moderate to the exquisite, we

cater to’ your .particular needs.

Carry out ser\nce avallable

We.




