- SEMTA’s dilemma

In awe of Big Four, transit board can’t act

By Tim Richard
tatt writer

In Michigan's law books, there is no
» Such thing as the “Blg Four.”
%, In politics, the Big Four are a potent

anlzation, and most SEMTA members
think the Blg Four have the political
clout to get it. Directly or indirectly,
members of the Big Four already con-

trol a majority of the current SEMTA |
board.

Torce, and the Michigan
Transportation Authority board stands
In awe of them.

.. “We're In a dilemma,” sald SEMTA
board member Gerald E, Jackson of
Macomb County as the deeply-split
SEMTA board falled Tuesday for the
third time to appolnt a permanent gen-
eral manager,

The reason is that the Big Four want
to replace the SEMTA board with
themselves, and don’t want SEMTA to,
hirea general

despite thelr political

power, the Big Four have oo apenunﬁ.

authority. The result — the “dllemma,
as Jackson put it ~ Is that the SEMTA
board can't/won't hire a permanent
general manager.

Instead, the SEMTA board Tuesday
authorized Chatrman Tom Turner of
Detrolt to meet with the Big Four, ex-
plaln the dilemma and get some kind of
direction. .

ALBERT A. MARTIN, previously
| has been acting

THE BIG FOUR are Detroit Mayor

. Coleman Young, Wayne County Execu-
tive Willlam Lucas, Oakland County
1 Executive Dantel T, Murphy and Ma-
ssomb County board Chairman Walter

H¥rancl

. u;d ita- 15-member board with a tri.
.wounty Reglonal Transit Authority led
by the Big Four has advanced through

the p
general manager of SEMTA since Gary
Krause was forced out 13 months ago
a8 the embarrassing details of the Peo-
ple Mover construction controversy
were bared. .

Martin, 43, was one of three finallats
for the permanent job and waa the ap-
parent favorite among at lezst De-
troit’s four SEMTA board members,

As many as seven SEMTA board
membefs favor Willlam G. Stead, 38,
who recently quit as director of opera-

members to make the appolntment.
Twice thi Dondero of Coun-
has nos ted Stead, and twice he
wan short of a majority. Dondero
te Stead again Tues-

showed up for the

meeting.

rector, suggested the SEMTA board of-
fer to arrange for lts three general
manager finalists to be interviewed by
tho Big Four and advise SEMTA.
“Wkl;:l do you think of the idea?) he
29

R. J. Alexander, retired Oakland
County public works chlef, thought lit
tle of it. “The Big Four’s not lavolved
at this polnt,” said Alexander, “They
should not tell us who we should hire
and why.”

Robert Keith Archer, board member
from suburban Wayne County, agreed
with Alexander, adding, “I! the Big
Four indicated an Interest (in making
the appointment), that (comsultlng
them) would bo appropriate.”

“Unless we do " sald

planned to nominaf
day but dldn't when only nioe SEMTA *
board ‘members

3
DONDERO, Oakland’s planning di-

given to acting GM Martin.
Any (outsider) who would take it hax
got to have holes In his head. We should
remove the ‘acting’.from Al Martin's
title,” Alexander safd.
The nine-year

the federal government Is phasing out
mﬂnunz subaidies to Jocal tramit au.

tles,
If Feasler's bills are approved by the
Legialature, SEMTA would be
fzed for the second tims (n less than &
decade.
In 1968 SEMTA was born a3 a seven-

county agency with a nine-member
board ~ six appolnted by the Soutbeast
el of and

Turner, “we're golng to find ourselves
In this sltuation board meeting after
meetlng.” Turner worrled aloud

sithe-Senate and stands a good chance of
*Hoiise 8. :

West Bloomfield man
heads panel

*" A West Bloomfield resideat, who is widely kown
*in business circles for sponsoring self-help Dale

Carnegle courses, was elected chalrman of the Hen-
* vy Ford Community College Foundation Board of

Directors.
Ralph Nichols, whose corporation by the same
pame 13 the world's largest licensee of the self-im-
. provement courses, replaces n;}puuce store owner
-Michae] Adray on the collego’s fund-ralsing board,
¢« Members to the.non-profit organization are ap-
pointed by college trustees and serve as volunteers.
Nichols’ other fund-ralaing activitles include
working as & volunteer on the annuzl Easter Seal
telethon, He has been Involved with Dale Carnegle.
and {ates in southern and
Ontario since 1988, '
]Oﬂmr local residents appolnted to the board
o .

ude;

u;t&:m Goldstein, a Bloomfield ;mummm..
L3 an attorney for 17 years and is the pi |-

“patpartner with the Southfleld-basd Goldstein, Ser-

. lin, Eserow and Stelnway, P.C. He currently is
“Jit&dldent of the Jewish Vocational Service and
*Community Workshop of Detroit,

#2% o Randy Sher Is president of A Better Way Inc.,
5 .91 West Bloomfield.

‘Christian education
igroup sets meeting

+.. A group called Christians United to Reclaim Ed-
-ucation is hosting a seminar 7 p.m. Tuesday, July
. 30, in the Royal Oak Public Library to discuss
« home schooling. .
. - ‘The meeting will Include information on "how to
\sattain private Christlan education® for children,
.~.sald a meeting organizér,
*%1° The library is at 222 E. 11 Mile Road.

i* For more information, call 7514497 or 585-6092. .
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tions for the Mansachusetts Bay Trans-
portation Authority. Despite the tle-
lixt weck atill wanted the

‘A Job,
onth, want that general kind of reorg-  But It takes eight of the 15 SEMTA

about the morale of SEMTA employees
at having no permanent boss after
more than a year. .
AFTER THE meeting, Alexander,
shaking his head, sald the job should be
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Nlta, a graduate of the Unlversity of

. Texas, also recently complated her
. GRI (Qraduate Realtora Institute) R
designate. . -
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