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False alarms more than annoyance for police

By Julle Brown
statf writor

False alarms can be a source of
headaches — not only for pollce offl-
cers and fircfighters, but also for
nelghbors.

“It can be a problem because of the
nelghbors,” said Sgt. Dennis Rochford,

falsc alarm, followlng the first such
atarm during a calendar year.

“We have to do that,” Dwyer sald.
“When you talk about 3,000 false
alarms yearly, just lor this city, that's
a tremendous draln.”

1t an alarm system is belng serviced,
police dispatchers should be notlfled
ahead of ume, he satd. Owncm aren’t

dispatch supervisor for the F:
Hills police. "The neighbors are upact
that the alarm keeps going and going."

The current Farmington Hills ordl-
nance on alarm systems went into ef-
fect tn 1980, said Pollee Chlef Willlam
Dwyer. It was deslgned to deal with the
problem of false alarms.

“The problem veally has mush.
roomed to major propartions. We re-
spond to over 3,000 false alarms year-

The police department sends two
cars on alarm calls, Dwyer satd,

“The call Is treated as though a
crime i5 in progress. That means two
cars are tled up responding to a false
alarm.”

The ordlnance provides a $20 fee per

activation of an alarm systcm when
such activation 1s the result of severe
weather.

THE HILLS ordinance requires that
those with audibte or vislble alarm sys-
tems provide police with their name,
telephone number and address. Owners
must also provide the name and tete-
phone number of at least one other per-
son who can be reached at any time of
day or night, and who can, within 30
minutes, open the premises and deac-
tivate the system.

Offlcers in the clty of Farmington
also have problems with false alarms.

“It is prevalent, and it does create
preblems,” sald Frank Lauheff, Farm-

ington’s director of publle safety. “It

* obviously takes up time. Many times,

this may take .an offlcer away from
other calls.”

Lauhoff's department handled 494
false alarms during the first slx months
of 1985. He estimated that only be-
tween 1 and 2 percent of the alarms
recelved are actual ones — a breaking
and entering, a crime In progress, or a
fire.

Farmington's ordinance provides for
a $25 fee per false alarm, following the
first four such alarms in a calendar
year, or two withln a 30-day period.

“During that tlme, we try to commu-
nicate wil.h the buslness or homeowner,
to find out what the problem lis,”
Lauboff sald. “If there are mare than
that, there's a fee

face with an alarm system,

Farmington's ordinance does not al-
low divect-dlal alarms, which notify the
publlc safety department directly, In-
stead, all alarm syslems must be con-
nected to a centra] anawering location.

As fo Farmington Hills, Farming-
ton's ordinance docsn't hold owners re-
spanslble for falsc alarms sct off by se-
vere weather.

*“No, it doesn't, and we try to use a3
much discretlon as possible,” the public
safety director satd. “We try to work
with them,

“Right now, the residences are not a

problem,” Lauhoff said. His depart-
ment docs, however, receive [false
alarms due to employee negligence at
local businesses.

“That’s the biggest problem for vs.”
Retall stores, which have a pumber of
the false

OWNERS OF private in
Farm|ngton aren't requlred to provide
the public safety department with the
name and telephone number of some-
one to call to deactivate the alarm sys-
tem. Such Information may be request-
ed, however, if problems begin to sur-

alarm problem.

Falsc alarms can also create prob-
lems for fireflghters.

“We have some problems,” sald
Farmington Hills Fire Chief Richard
Marinucct. "Obviously, it costs the tax-

on the agenda

City of Farmingten Hills
City Councll Agenda
July 22 — 7:30 p.m.
Unfioished Buslness:

@ Consideratlon of enactment of Or-
dinance C-45-85, an amendment to see-
tion 60.301, to rezonp property on east
side of Haggerty Road, south of Ninc
Mile Road.

® Consideratlon of enactment of Or-

Botsford plans expansion

ContlnuodfromPage!

Consldered flrst for those new posi-
tions will be any qualified employee
among the approximately 100 laid off
by the hospital in March 1984, sald
Schueber.

"We've brought many of them back
already,” Schucber said.

“A large number of them are al-
ready (hlred back), and the ones who
aren't have found other jobs.”

Botsford currently employs 926
full-time workers, 324 part-time
workers and 240 casuals (pcople who
come In to work whenever  they are
called), accordlng to Schucber,

Financlng of Phase H will be done
in pari through the sale of tax-exempt
bonds Issued by the Michlgan State
Hospltal Finance Authority or the
Farmington Hills Hospital Finance
Authority, sald Rheimer.

Although the project will cost ap-
proximately $11.5 mlllion, of which
$9 million is constructlon costs, the
bospital will scll about $27.5 milllon
in bonds, according to Rhelmer.

dinance C-46-85 an amendment to sec-
tion 60.301, to rezont property on east
side of Haggerty Road, south of Nine
Mile Road.

® Constderatlon of enactment of Or-
dinance C-47-85, an amendment to sec-
tion 60.301, to rezone property on cast
slde of Haggerty Road, south of Nine
Mile Road.

® Consideratlon of enactment of Or-

“A portion of that ($27.5 milllon),
will be used for rellnancing the bospi-
tal's current debts,” she explained.

Donatlons from the Botsford Guild
wlil provide for the construction of a
chapel as well as the expanded gift
shop. Procceds from the Allen ﬂeger
Memorial Fund will also be used to
offset the costs of the expansion,

Phase I was designed by Hennlng-
a

dlnance C-42-85, Zoning Text Amend-
ment, an Amendment to sectlon 60.504,
Planned Residential Devclopments
open space.

of Or-

time and place {or a publle heaﬂng on
the request to conslder the of

payers moncy every time the equip-
ment rolls.

RESPONDING TO false alarms
also takes away from the time fire-
flghters have to respond to real cmer-
gencles, It also cxposes department
personnel to the risk of nccldenh Mar-
inucel said.

In 1984, the Hills fire department
bad 92 false alarms,

“That's out of 2, 554 *" the fire chlef
sald. “A lot of those-are system mal-
functlon-type alarms, they're not mall-
clous.” The department receives 15 or
20 false alarms cach year “where it'na

maliclous type of thing.

Summer school more
Ithan making up grades

;ment was just 19 mdenl: M (m
‘classes.

y MORE'I'HAN 18 pomeuto!u:an-
bas imlr t population took .
mm school actlvities, lwwdlu
to
“entichment” program. 'More than 830 étudents esralled In |
ithe district’s preschool summer offer-
‘Ings last summer. The offerings in.
Jency W] cluded participation In Mother/Tot

Tulipwood Road between Valley Forge
and Quuil Hollow, t0

of

dlnnnce C-43-85, an amendment to sec-
tion 60.301, to rezone properties In see-
tion seven,

® Conslderation of enactment of Or-
dinance C-44-85, an amendment to scc-
tion 80.301 to rezone property at 27700
Haxgcny Road from i;A 1t0 IRO.

bonrds and commlaslons

® Conslderation of holding execu-
tive session to discuss land acquisition.
City Manager Report:

® Recommends adoption of resolu-
tlon for city's participation In purchase
und instatlation of fitness trails,

of lution ap-
provlng ballot wordlng for Charter
amendments,

® Conslderation of approval of City
Attorney's contract.

& Consideration of approval of pre-
conlercnm ox] request for City
Councll attendance at Michigan Munic-
Ipal League convention,

New Business:

@ Consideration of setting public
hearing date for street name change In
Farmington Green North No. 2 and 3

son, Drubam & national

hospltal architectual firm located in

Omaha, Neb., and is being bullt by the

gcﬁam)y Construction Co. af St. Lou-
, Mo,

® Report from Mayor Dolan on inl-
tiation of cltywlde beautification pro-

gram.
® Consideration of setting date,

ds approval of varl-

ance for the extension of Elm Grove
Road, section 25.

¢ Recommends the adoption of a
resolutlon providing for the expansion
and renovation of San Marino Golf
Ciub, Club House.

® Request for approval of employ-
ment under sectlon 10.01A of City
Charter,

« Reports on maintenance cxpemcs
related to certain gravel roads.

® Status report on 12 Mlle Road
bids.

mobile

.and PALS programs,

Sarnmer school m .
l jwhere from seven days dm
.. For example; kindergarien through lwoeb. dupeudlua on tlw lndlvldw
grade. threo

c “so:‘nep:vmmalncludeumlnm.,
field trips, tations: and speak-
'em"nnwm Coa :

I, “Wa try to provide all dlifferent

kinds of activitios to-enrich the stu.

denta’ summer fun.” - ol

1 At the same time, additional ediica-

'school. 3
"t maumumdm'm'.-

of home {Put cash [n your pockal)

Year & 15 Yea

« Land Contract $ and Buyouts!

closing costs to fit your needs,”

CALL LARRY FORKEL

11.8. Mutual & Mortganes

« Refinancing up to 90% of appraised valus
. Convenﬂonal Mortgages (Low rates on 30

= AdJustable Mongages (30 Year low as 9%}

«+ Roflnancing of “Ballooning Land
tracts. “Low conventional rates with low

28000 VAN DYKE, SUITE 201, WARREN, Mi 43033
Toll Froe 1-800-482-4030
0r 675-9500

Con-

'NOW!

a permanent

answer

to loose, sore

dentures

Farmington Hills Grand Re-opening.

Free $95 Gift Pack,
Hip, Hip, Hooray!
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]hc new and improved ® Showers
Elaine Powers Farmington Hills - @ L g
Club is something worth ® New Weight Training
cheering about. Equipment

‘This is Elxinc Powers as ® New Excrcise Programs
you've never seen it before, @ New Weight Reduction
complete with Programs

Elaine Pbwers Filness Clubs

® Recommends the adoption of a .&mmﬁ& Bave to
resolutlon approving the issuance of a ‘pay th woo
purchase order for the procurement of !
\(},Nﬂ 1 MAS ,N "’q
S J Y
\,\Ys\ Uy ¥
CORDE
MINK JACKETS ﬂ“

If you want to sce a shim-
mer and rimmer you, join the
bigger and better Elaine Powers
Farmington Hills Club,

Now that weve got our
new look, we're ready to give
you yours.

OR. JACO! PEM& .':3 DH. IOI.OIOII K.PESIS’
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oon. Call today for reservations.

. Farmington Hills ® 27873 Orchard Lake Road @ 553-2600
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ONLY

379 voun

$79 per month”*
Total Price $790

(Through Saturday Onlyt
Limited Quantities snd Sizes

ek /runs

SINCE 1893
Largest Selection
9
in dﬂl:lx‘lgnn
DETRON, 673 8300
373 Thid Avenwe,

BLOCHATLD 1ILLS, £42.3000
1515 N. Woodward Avenve

T5am
Major credn cardy accepted. 4
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ENJOY A

ONALL .
o CLEAN CARPET
' SHAMPOO, RINSE &
STEAM EXTRACTION

oS4 2%

(2 Room Minlmum})

3, g e

CARPET DYEING
sgoos
T
* -Funmrunsovsma * PI-ASTIO COVERS
- BOFA  CHAIR LOVESEAT | Souch Lovessatd Chalr
$140" 949 sgges | FROM *119%
FURNITURE CLEANING SPECIALS | *"5/PENTIAL COMMERCIAL
Steam Cleaned  Dry Cleaned |, p,'¥ /Ao Speaiairs in:
gy Y LR B B Yo
NULTIPLE ROGM SPECIALS CALL
SROOMS 4 SROOMSB
3T qgn ) Lz iggul- 358-3533
. SBOUTHFIELD




