Travel

dhe Obseruer & Eeceniric Newspapers

Ay
v N\

Thursday, July 25, 1985 O&E

{8,F-10C, 10C* RW.G-4C) A %0C

Gulf Islands, B.C., is haven for sea lovers

ULF ISLANDS, British Col-
umbla — There are cagles
and cormorants, scals rals-
Ing thelr shining heads out of

the sea and killer whales standing by
(n unexpected places, but in the end
It Ls the scagulls that tle the Gulf Is-
lands together.

‘The seagulls are there when your
ferry or pleasure boat follows a slack
tide from the Strait of Georgla into
the warmer waters of the islands,
They clrcle your boat in the sunset
waters of a small bay or caw thelr
way In a wing of sound above the
wharfs and waterfront shops of a
funky little lsland town.

Ferrles sall several times a day
from the malnland of British Colum-
bla, near the city of Vancouver, to
the Gulf Islands, whlch hug the con'.;f

hmd two bours
away. There are
% also regular fer-

{.rles from the
malnland of
Washington
state, near the
clty of Seattle, to
the San Juan Is-
lands, which are
separated  from
the Gulf Islands
only by an invisible border of water.

The people of both citles use their
island groups for fishing, sailing and
cattage colonles, and to pleasure
themselves on a summer day. They
also take regular ferries from cither
the U.S. or Canada, through the is-
lands, to the elty of Victoria on the
tip of Vancouver Island.

I consider this porthwest Paciflc
coast to be one of the most beautiful
settings in the world — humped
green-tree Islands rising out of the
sea In a glory of beautiful mountains,
There is always a skyline of water
vessels on the horizon: sailboats, mo-
tor boats, ferries, tugboats hauling
log booms, flshing boats pulling
salmon out of the sea, container
ships, anythisg that floats.

THE MAP will tell you that this
body of water ia the Strait of Georg-
ia, but the people who live on or
around it call it “the gulf.” I have
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This skipper enjoys the sun and sea as he salls out of Vancouver Harbour to the Guif lslands.

sailed across the gulf dozens of times
on the ferry that winds through the
Gulf Islands to Vancouver Island, but
this time I was lucky enough to safl

with frlends who know how toralse a
lb, sail wing-on-wing across a glori-
ous sea or share a gin and tonic at
sunset,

It was a wet chilly morning run
from the Vancouver Rowlng Club, in
the heart of downtown Vancouver,
past Point Grey and Polnt Atkinson
(where a whale was stranded on the

ich this morning) and across the
twenty miles of strait to Porlier
Pass, which runs between Gallano
«And andez Islands.

There are five passages Into the
Gulf Islands: Porlier Pass, Actlve
Pags, Gabriola Passage, Boundary
Pass and Dodd's Narrows.

WE WENT through the passage on
slack tide at 2:30 in the afternoon,
past a few fishermen waiting for the

salmen to follow us. As soon as we
were through the pass we could sce
that the rain was gone; it is always
sunnier ,here in the islands. The
warm air polished the sea, and
whipped cream clouds hung heavy
above us.

There are hundreds of tiny llittle
bays like this, where a sailboat can
drop anchor and hide from the world.
There are also easlly Identified red
government whar{s open to the pub-
lic in many of the popular docking
areas in the Gulf Islands. There are
cottages clinging to almost every is-
land shore, but the ferry services
only the main Islands: Pender,
Mayne, Gallano, Saturna and Salt
Spring Island.

Salt Spring is probably the most
populated and well known of all
these islands on the Canadian side of
the U.S.-Canada border. Artists, is-
land Jovers and retirees live in the

‘Michigan vacation cost up 5.9%

The average cost of a Michigan
summer vacatlon for a family of four
rose 5.9 percent from last year's cost
to $150 per day, according to AAA
Michigan.

The cost is based on & family of
two adults and two children who eat
three restaurant meals a day, stay in
a hotel or motel and travel 300 miles
daily by car.

This year’s suggested budget al-
lows $72 for meals, $57 for lodging
and $21 for 300 miles of travel. The
cost of meals excludes tips, cocktails
and snacks,

VACATIONERS should expect to
spend seven cents per mile for gas,
oil and car malntenance. Fuel ex-

are based on a car averaging
23 miles per gallon.
[&dgixig at Michigan's 503 AAA-

$57 per night for a two-pemn/t;o-
bed room. That price includes an av-
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This summer’s state
vacation budget is up
more than $8 from last
year, but is $14 below
the nationwide
average.

erage of §5 per night for each child.
But some properties walve charges
for children under a specified age.

This summer's state vacation
budget Is up more than $8 from last
year, but is $14 below the nationwide
average vacation budget. AAA’s na-
tlonal survey shows vacation costs
lor a family of four to be $164 per

day — $143 for meals and lodging,
plus $21 for car trav

The survey also lhuws meals and
lodging may cost 0 percent less in
small towns and rural locations, and
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80 percent more in large metropoli-
tan areas and at resorts in season.

The vacation budget does not in-
clude road tolls, souvenirs, entertaln-
ment and recreation costs and emer-
gency funds,

TRAVELERS CAN reduce costs
significantly by camping and eating
at fast-food vestaurants, pleknicking
or having the main meal at midday
to take advantage of lnwer Iunch

prices.

State park campers pay an aver-

age of $8 dnﬂy for a site in Michigan
with electricity — $1 more than last
yeat, Rustic site fees at state forest
campgrounds range from $1 to $4,
‘The average cost for a campsite at a
private park is about $8.59.

Be There. Be One!

houses clinglng to cliffs over the
beaches, each house built with its
own glorious view,

THE TOWN of Ganges, on Salt
Spring Island, is a popular :wpplng
place for boaters In search of arts
and crafts or a little island shopplog.
‘This is the place to stock up on gro-
cerles, buy wine or spirits from the
tocal liquor store, or have dinner in
one of the many Uny seaside restau-
rants that dot the island.

It is also a good place to {lnd a
house for the summer. Real estate
agencles seem to be the most popular
commerclal establishments in town.
Many an islander has stopped for din-
ner and stayed there for the rest of
his life, although the (erry trip to el-

couver named many of these tree-
mounded islands in the elghteenth

century.

Early in the morning, when the sky
was trying to make up its mind what
to do, the VHF marine radio crackled
through the sound of birds to report
the weather and the *hazards to ship-
ping.’ This water world is a new ex-
perience for Great Lakes sallors,
who must learn the tldes and cur-
rents, and where to find the thou-
sands of unmarked rocks and shoals
hidden by blgh tide.

Phatos/Micky Jones

Ships stack up in the
Vancouver Rowing
Club’e part of Van-
couver Harbour, A
Canadian Goose calls
ono dock home. 8he
happily hatches her
eggs in a life
preserver.

There i3 something very speclal
about the smell of bacon and eggs
rising from the galley, especlally
when the ocean {s lcking up and
down a seaweck-covered shorellne ln
a bowl of green trees and water.

For more information on Cang-
da, contact the Canadian Govern.
ment Office of Tourism, 1800
First Federal Building, 1001

oodward, Detroit 48226 or by
telephone 963-8686.

ther the or to V
Island can be a puisance if you want
to go into the city to dinner and the

theater, B
There will be a lot of tourists and

sallors in British Columbia and here
on the lslands in 1986, when Canada
hosts EXPO 86 in Vancouver. That
world falr coincldes with the hun-
dredth birthday of the city of Van-
couver and of Canada's transconti-
nental rallway lines.

There were three other boats and a
flurry of seagulls in Glenthorn Pas-
sage, a curve of bay where we an-
chored for the night at the end of &
long arm of water. Cottages could be
seen through the trees, clinging to the
rocky edges of the Islands. A ferry
made a silhouette against the crim-
son sunset sky, And the seagulls set-
tled down a few feet from our hull to
share dinner with us.

THE SEAGULLS have been amus-
ing sallors for a long time In these
waters. They were. certalnly here
when the Spanish sailors nosed
through what is now the Strait of
Juan de Fuca in the sixteenth centu-
ry, and when captains Cook and Van-

RECOMMENDED SPA PACKAGE
It’s Harbor Island Spa’s “‘Lucky 7’
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CLUB and RESORT
2 DAY GOLF AND GETAWAY

2 Nights Lodging

+2Doys Llnllmllod Goll with Cart
+2 Full Broaktasts

« All Taxea and Qi atultics

Qolf Course, Tennls Courls,
Swimming Pool and Privale
Laka, Nature Tralla, Ex
Conterence Faclilties.
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Come Visit Amherstburg...
A Modern Town...With Old World Charm

20 Minutes From The Ambassador Bridge
30 Minutes From The Tunnel
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‘The Park House Museum, Amherstburg's oldest home, cirea 1776,
‘welcomen visitors with demonstrations of easly domestic life, tins:
mithing, 4nd printing 0n » hand
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North American Black-Historical Museum
& Cultural Centre

Siuated in the heart of the original black sealement of

the museum of

erica,

Bllck North Americans, Here, their rich heritage is pre-

served in exhibits depicting theit origins In Affics, years of -

slavery and finally scrlement and emancipation o{
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Open Wed. - Fri. 10-5 « Sat. & Sun. 1-8
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Fort Malden

.Amberstburg Busin)ess Improl,

Fort Malden 1796, Bri

the post took part in the Waz of 1812 and the Rebellion of 1837,
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