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Lions give Rice grad a shot

By Marty Budnor
stalf wrlter

“I have a lot of heart. That's the
key. If you don't have it, you won't
go too far.”

— Jim Browne
Lions free agent

IM BROWNE, unshaven and
dreased In gold shorts and a red
T-shirt, consumed a light lunch
Wednesday afternoon inside the

Detreit Lions cafeterla at Ookland Uni-
versity.

Appearlng relaxed and rested after a
tough morning praciice, the former
Birmingham Brother Rlce football star
sat hack and patlently discussed hls
status as a rookle free agent with the
Detroit Lions.

*It's Just a thrill to be here with all of
them,” said Browne, as Lions general
manager Russ Thomas tackled a plece
a birthday cake In onc corner and
quarterback Eric Hipple ch d on a

ern Unlversity because he thought the
historically woeful Wildcats football
program would “turn around” under a
new coaching regime.

After his sophomore year, Browne
grew dlsenchanted with the program
and ultimately wanted a change.. He
transferred to Boston College where he
was red-shirted for the 1962 season.

BEverything appearcd fine as he
started clght games his junlor year to
help BC land a spot In (he Liberty
Bowl), But, the Waterford Township
resldent suffered a stralned knce liga-
ment midway through the 1984 cam-
paign.

IT WAS a disappointing setback as
he had scored a touchdown in each of
the team’s first four games. The Injury
nullifled what started out to be a sensa-
tlonal senlor season.

And, as if the Injury wasn't enough,
Browne also was charged with — and
later cleared of — cocalne possession,

thick hamburger In another scction of
the Oakland Center room.

*“I can remember coming down here
in the summer and watchlng them
practice. Now I'm one of them. It's a
deflnite thril] to be out there in a Lions
uniform,

"I always wanted to be a pro. [ love
the game of football. I loved it when I
was at Brother Rlce so I wanted to play
in cotlege, Then T dldn't want to quit
after college, 50 I declded to try out for
the pros.

“It would be great to play at home in
front of my family and friends,” he
sald. *I always loved the Lions.”

BROWNE'S JOURNEY to the Lions
training camp was not always smooth.
It hit a few detours along the way.

After graduating {from Brother Rice,
Browne decided to attend Northwest-

It'sacir ha realizes he'll al-
ways have to deal with.

“It was a classic situation of being in
the wrong place at the wrong time,”
sald Browne. “I was put on probation
for six months, and it went back to
court and the charge was completely
dropped, I bave no record,

“People who know me know that
{drugs) are not a part of my life. But,
for the people who don't know me, it
talnted my reputation,” he sald. *I try
to put It all behlnd me now.”

BROWNE, 23, flgures the injury and
drug charge were the maln reasons he
wasn't drafted.

“I was prepared for the (NFL) draft,
and 1 thought I bad a chance,” Browne
sald. *1 dido’t get drafted, and I think it
was a comblnation of the injury and the
drugs. Drugs are a sensitve subject in
the NFL these days.

“But, the system Is you have to make
the tcam no matter who you arc or
where you came from,” be sald.

Browne sald he was considered as a
free agent by Buffalo, Philadelphla,
Denver, Sealtle, Atlanta and, of course,
the Llons. “The No. 1 reason why I
picked the Lions was because they
were the hometown tcam,” he sald.

BROWNE IS wearing No. 38 In camp
and I8 listed on the fullback depth chart
behind veterans James Jones, Dave
D'Addlo and Mike Meade,

First-year Llons coach Darryl Rog-
ers likes Browne's versatility and
strength.

“The biggest plus I3 he's extremely
strong and he's versatile cnough to doa
lat of things,” sald Rogers, who re-
placed Monte Clark over the winter,

“He’s done well from his fullback po-
sition. He's caught the bail well and
blocked well and has picked up the sys-
tem. But, you have to keep things In
perspective.

“He's boen dolng well with the rook-
les,” said Rogers. “We have to walt and
see what happens next week (when the
veterans report).”

Grid all-star

The fifth annual Michigan High
School East-West All-Star Football
game I3 set for 1:20 p.m. Saturday,
Aug. 3, at Michigan State's Spartan Sta.
dlum In East Lansing.

The game features 80 of the top high
school senlors {from last year, Some are
highly-tauted college freshmen, others
are hoplng the game will help them
garner a scholarship,

As always, the Observer & Eccentric
area wh be well represented on the
East squad,

Ken Kaulncr of Livenla Churchill is

BROWNE, 6-FOOT-1 and a solld
230 pounds, began lifting welghts serl-
ously when he was a senior at Rice. He
still lits five doys per week — pressing
460 pounds and hlp-sledding 1,100
pounds — which has improved his
overall game.

“My strength helps make blocking o
little easler and helps my speed since I
work on my legs a lot,” be sald. *If
you're a good ball player and lift
weights, you'll be better. I don't think
lifting weights can ever hurt you. It
only helps,”

Browne believes he's progressing
and can cut it as a member of the De-
trolt Lions,

“There’s definltely a chance to make
this team as a fullback,” he said. “But,
1t’s just hard to tell what they're look-
ing for,

“You just have to do your best on
cvery play. You have to make some-
Hlbng happen. I'm just starting to get

y legs back. and if ¥ keep working
hurd I'llbe all right,

*1 have a lot of heart. That's the
key,” he sald. “If you don't have it you
won't go too far.”

classic set

the head coach of the East team.

NINE PLAYERS [rom the area are
on the squad, They are John Miller,
two-time all-American from Farming-
ton Harrison; Owens, Redford
Bishop Borgess; Dave Mize, Livonia
Churchlll; Mlke Farr, Birmlngham
Brother Rice; Cralg Morton, Plymouth
Salem; Ron Wandzel, Redford Catholic
Central; Tony Beaune, Livonia Steven-
son; Chuck McSwigan, Bloomficld Hills
Lahser; and Chad Darke, Livonia Bent-
ley.

Senior Olym
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MIDWEST SUMMMER
HOCKEY LEAGUE
STANDINGS
(1hrough Juty 24)

TEX CONFERENCE
Wolvonnes

Duicogs . .
Broncos.
Facons . . .

Wideats .
Muskies
Laokors . .
Spartans

WEEK AHEAD
Mondey: Spartans va, Wikdcals, 0 9.m.; Lakoto va. Huwkias, .30

m
Tuesday: Wohvorines va. Faicons, 7:30 p.m.; Huskios vs Wild-

<ats, S pm.

% Wadnosday: Lakers vs. Spartons, § p o
Thursday: Broncos vs. Falcons, 931
— Gamos played ot the Pymouth Cunum Centar,

Darnell wins
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Little Professor Book Center

ERNIE HARWELL

will autograph his new book

“Tuned To Baseball’’

Wednesday, July 31

7:30-8:00 p.m.

River at Halsted
478-2810
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33533 FIVE MILE AT FARMINGTON RD
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DAILY 9-4. HAT.

937-1611
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o

Wi ASKED IF it was the left hand that fin-
ished Bell, Darnell grioned and answered, “Yeah, a

couple of them."

Bell took the left uppercut to the throat and was

spltting up in hls corner afterward.

*I thought I got him on the button,” Darnell sald,
pposed to be a six-
round {lght, s0 I thought he'd come out and sce
what I bad. But he came out storming. I stepped
back and tried to measure him with 2 stralght left,

pointing to his chin. “This was su;

then I jacked him with the uppercul

reut.”
The KO was the third Damnell has recorded in the
first round and flfth Inside of two rounds.
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