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Wearable art

Graphic artist turns
skills to creating
collectable clothing

By Loralne McCliah *
statf writer

Cynthia Wayne-Gaffleld apcnt mosl
of her adult career as a graphle artlst
but all the while kept experlencing
what she termed “welrd fantasies” as
_to what could be done with the interac-
“tions of fabrics, dyes and paints with
texture.

~ 'The move from commercial artist to
areas of fabric exploration has taken
her to her Artspace studlo in a few
short years, and she {8 now one of the
lront runners in the field of wearable

"[ thought I was golng to take July
oft for a vacatlon, but that didn't hap-
-pen,” Galffleld sald from ber studlo in
Farmington's old winery on Grand Riv-
er. “As soon as I {lnish one plece, I've
got a list of people to call. Everythlng
is custom made, and I do some varia-
tions on a basle pattern I like, but be-
cause it is all bandmade, hnnd-dyed, no
two pleces are ever the same.”

Currently Gaffleld' s showlng with
the “All Glrl Review” In Ann Ar.
bor, She's been Invited bnck 10 show ln

Nl ATt

and
Cynihla Wayne-Gatfield In hor Farmington studio, Arup-ce, depart

’Noil feels like silk and looks like suede.
It’s tough stuff. | like what it does with

natural dye. | can kn

it it, quilt, turn it

into 3culptural forms.’
~— Cynthia Wayne-Gaffield

Art at Meadow Brook Aug. 17-18,

re {3 Carol Hooberman Gallery’s
show “Collectable Coverings” to get
ready for In the early fall, thcn Wash-
tenaw Community Cullcg “Wear-
ables ‘85" In November,

She describes wearable lr( as ‘an
added dimension to your ‘wardrobe,
something to provide interest to your
everyday life”

She describes tha clothes she creates
as “comfortable. All of my clothes feel
good. They all have deep pockets. Most
of them are cocoon drapery, classles
really, but with much more style, more
dimenslon than the basic kimono,”

THE LIVONIA resident 1 basically

The self-taught designer and fiber artist shows her steamer that
ts the dys [n the bolts of natura! silk she uses for her treations

of f wearable art, .

self-taught for her career of designing
and creating contemporary collectable
clothing and accessories,

The graduate of Farmington High
School studled graphic design at Oak-
land Community College for her career
in advertising art. Then “picked up the
basics,” she uld in a few fiber trustry
workshops.

Starting with a bolt of natural raw
ailk and winding up with the laat gem-
stone sewn, Gaffleld does every step hty

cut-

every tlap of the way hy

GAFFIELD SAID she “grew up sew-
Ing beeause 1 always seemed to be
drawn to the most expensive dreas or
outfit in Saks.”

. Today she says she suspects she was
her flrst best advertisement because
she has always worn ber own designs
for work, strect or dress,

But cllenb started coming in num-
bers when she joined Ann Arbor Wear-
able Art Association, which led to the
formation of the All Girl Art Review.

“We're a 15 member, loosely orga-

nized group. None of us knew t00 many .

people in the fine arts world, and we
didn't have too many resources. Now
we support ope asother, and we're nll
benefiting now from our second show
in Ann Arbor,” she zald.

‘The All Girl Art Review wlil remaln
in Pelletler Gnuery. 218 South Maln
Street through Aug. 1

Another facet nl Gameld'u work,
Ppill by

band; dylng,
ting, hand painting. Along the way she
may use a wax resist que for
crisp geometric shapes. Or knit loog
strips of silk Into sleeves. Or add a
cowl, Or add bead trim. Or hand appli-
que with gold metallic thread.

“"When I say gell-taught, look at this
contraption,” she sald polnting to her
self-devised washing machioe, steamer
and boller which sets the dye in silk
noll, her favorite material,

“Noll feels lke aflk and looks like
suede,” she satd, “I’s tough stuff. I like

what it does with natural dye, I can
knit it, quilt it, turn it lato sculptural
forma. I can add just about anything to
It. It makes beautiful loose uncon-
structed garments. And because I'm so0
concerned with texture I use it most
because it can do 2o mny different
things for me.

ows,
Assoclation ol Interior Design, be
seen n the West Bloomfleld home that
has just been opened to benefit the Mul.
tiple Sclerosis Foundation. A town and
country decor has been used through-
out the house located in that city’s
Chestnut Run subdivialon. .

“I never did atreet fairs. [ think they .

are fun, but I don’t have the stamina to
stick to a booth all day whes I'm
chomping nt the bu to start shopplog
and see what the other artlata are of-
fering,” Gaﬂield m¢ “I'm dolng fust
exactly what I want to be dolng, pulling
those welrd fantasics Into shupe and.
seelng other women enjoy them.”

Clients are seen by appolotment only
In Artspace, 31505 Grand River. The
telephone nutmber at home In Livonta is
478-5692.
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The combination of
hand-painted nllk
and sleeves made of
knitted silk was used
for this dress, ready
" to jssve Wayne-Qaf-
field’s atudio.

for

i
ern Mlchlgan.

Wayne-Gatfield shows how ‘she
from the pummmhuplnmdwm wallin Amp.eo

The pink and gray
sitk noil coliar was
designed for brides-
maids to be worn
over a simply de-
signed, solid colored,

streot dress. . .




