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Educators stand toh
against some testing

By Joznne Malistewski
staff writer

Many Mlichigan uchooi duu-tcu bave

cy cxams for gradoe pmmoUon and
gradunuun in the aftermath of national
reports decrying the quality of Amerd-
can educatlon.

But Farmington school offlclals re-
maln steadfast in their opposition to
the use of such tests.

“We think it's better to deal with the
indlvidual,” sald Lynn Nutter, assistant
superintendeat of instruction,

Nutter lsn't sure whether a test that
is able to determine a student's exact

Nutter sald. The test then does not ac-
'.’m&x:sﬁy gauge a student’s abilities, he
d

Last year, for example, Faml.lnxton
students scored above the

Lewls Schulman.

And certainly such tests are not used
by district officials and teachers as a
means for p\lnuhmnnt grade promo-

tfon or gradt id Super
Lewls

average on the annual Edu-
cational Assessment Program (MEAP)
tests. That shows that Farmington atu-

The MEAP tests are used as a dlog-
nosuc tool with which district offlcials
Ine whether a

dents are dolng well to atu-
dents in other districts, Nutter said.

BUT when Farmington students
score low in a particular area, It's
sometimes found that the way ques-
tions are asked on the MEAP tests Is
different from the way the school dis-
trict would ask the questions,

ina subject can
be deal|

gned.
Often & student who is proficient In
class founders in a testing situation,

does not use the results
of the MEAP ftesta to determine
whether a atudent 1s g or “bad” in
moth or reading, sald Superintendent

Math stands out
as the exception

By Joanns Maliezewskl
steff writer

Farmlogton's only “officlal” profi-
clency tool is used to gauge high school
students’ math abillties,

“The offlcial test ls in math,” sald
Superintendent Lewis Schulman, “And
It's only In high school. If u:ey don't
pass, they get a beefing up of the akills.

“With math the students takes alge-
bra and trigonometry but thelr arith-
metlc akills get rusty,” he said, “Math
is a common, necessary skill.”

The test is designed to determine

wlml baslc math skills students lack so

can be emphantred before gradua-

uan But “even uut 13 sometimes ques-

tloned,” sald Lynn Nutter, assistant su-
pcrlnlendml of Instructlon.

The district also tests children who

determine whether a child is ready for
school.

“WE PROVIDE an assessment of
every child before kindergarten,” sald
raham Lewis, assistant superintend-
ent of lpecm education and services,
“Every child Is assessed, and we try to
E‘!.:.n out mou who would be high

High risk means that the chlld needs
more time {0 mature or galn certain
baslc skills before entering kindergar-

ten.

“We're looking for all the abllitles
and entry skills that normal $- and 6-
year-olds have to handle kindergarten

curriculum,” Lewls sald. “It gives us
an ldea of what the kids are able to
cope with."

Parents of these children have the
option of enrolling them in what is

are old enough to start
Unllke the

called a ten

nklll is being taught effectively and
whether currleulum changes are neces-
sary, Schulman said.

hen it comes to declding whether a
student is held back, particulatly in the
clementary grades, the student’s teach-
er and school principal evaluate what
should be done, Nutter sald.

“It's on the astudent's ability
and poteatis),” be sald.

Although Nutter and Schulman did
not have the rate of student failure
avallable, both agreed the problem is
not rampant in Farmington.

"We don't have a lot of fallures,
Each case should be dealt with lndlvi-
dually,” Schulman sald. *T don't belleve
in competency tests for graduation.”

Nutter and Schulman are not alone
in their oplnions,

Ernie Bauer, director of testing for
the Oakland Schools, conslders the
“wave” of competency tests only a re-
actlon to the national reports.

“I'm not sure I see it as strong as It
was {lve-to-six years ago. Then it was
exit compelency,” be said.

MOST OF THE EDUCATIONAL and
testing consultants with the Oakland
Schools bellove tests, such as the
MEAP, “should have thelr sights ralsed
a bit 30 the tests can show w
be In the currienlum.”

The state has allocated money for an
asscssment service center to help local
districts create thelr own tests, These
tests, however, are not competency

tests.

“The idca is to not make it punitive,”
he said, adding the tests should be a
method by which the districts can
determine what changes, If any, are

Decessary.
The testing movement Is not only a
reaction to the national reports, but

math p test, how.
, ever, the klndcxxamn test is almply 1.o
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wins over heartis

By Joanne Maliszewski
staff writer

When Angle Glummo arrived by hell-
copter at Farmington's Oak Hill Nurs-
ing Home 15 months ago she was un-
able to hold up ber head or move her
arms and a respirator breathed for ber.

But the future is looking brighter for
2%-year-0ld Angie, a quadriplegic who
spent the firat year of her lifelna To-
ledo hospital.

Today, with the help of theraplsts
and nurses, Angie sits up In her new

wheelchalr, moves her head and arms
ang s able to grab small toys in her

D

"sho shows improvement every
month,” sald Martha Cassell, Angle's
occupauonnl therapist. “Six to elght
months ago she couldnt hold up her
head. Look at ber now.”

Most notable in Angie's improving
condition Is that she is belng weaned
off her ventilator 1fe-support system.
Three or four times a day, Angle
spends anywhere from 3¢ minutes to
an hour off the machine,

Hills wins round over property use

land
'mmuﬂolfbummb
a real estate

company. The lhmparedolpmp-
erty s at the southeast corner of
Middlebelt and 12 Mils roads.
‘The case was appealed from & July
u. 1088, oplnlon and order of the OQak-
County Crenlt Court, which had
npba!du:emmnhlmul of the city’s
propesty.

, mlunﬂhc

briefly, goes through
facts,” lnclud.lnx & desctip-
pcopeny said Pné’gklbam.

dtyn
mxmnmmmz
hmlu!nn mluhmnct
reasooable, it is pot conflacatory. In
nutsbell, I think that’s basically mt
the court sald.”
Biboau said he was pleased with the

ruling.
“Td like to bave bad a 3-0. I doa't

agrea with Glilesple at all.”

Tyrone Gillespie did not side with his
colleagues, menn S. Allen Jr. and
Roman 8, Gribbe, {n the July 23 ‘Court
of Appeals ruling.

Allen and Gribbe wrote that the issue
to be decided Is whether the roning of
tha property (1) mmbly (nrthen a
legitimats' governmental interest and
is not "mﬁmtoq."tnd, thos, (2) I
not an anconstituticaal dcprlvlll.lan of

tial use.
Y that’
mgmém’u':&“&’.@ Jour song

deeulmu." ald Blbeau, the city attor
ney. “Agaln, that’s just one ol the ele-
ments that was tried.” ety Wi
Farmington Hills Hlﬂlkﬂ‘ o
liam Costick said he was pleased with
the Coust of Apj ruling.
"Basically, lrom what Paunl (Blbuu)

could file a motion for rebear
ln; in the Court of Appuh." An lppu-
cation for hen-lng Michigan S
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“We're working toward getting her
off the ventilator,” sald Felecla
McCauley, Angie’s resplratory thera-
pist. "As ‘sha continues to grow we'll
hax:;: monltor hu."h dered
o's progress 13 cons re-

markable since most quadriplegics
"duu‘l progress this well." said Chris

Thom, coordinator of Oak Hill's rela-
tively new ventilator

WHEN

ANGIE was 3 weeh 0ld she .

was lnvolved In an automoblle accident
near Norwalk, Ohlo, which took tha life
of her mother, Penny. Angie remained
in hospital until her llTlVll in Farm-
ington. Her father, John Giummo, also
moved from porthern Ohlo to Oakland
County when Angle was transferred to
Oak HUL

“She was medically stable. There's
no reason to keep ber {n a hospital,”
‘Thom sald,

Angle 13 one of nine resplratory pa-
tients at Oak Hill. Although she is the
only child there, Angle ls part of a pro-
gram which attempts to treat the old
and young In the sama setting.

Not only Is a oursing home less ex-

pensive thao a hospltal (Medicald has
recently agreed to help with An;lcs
care), but at Oak Hill Angle recelves a

program of resplratory rehabilltation
and physical, occupational and speech
umrapy that's designed specifically for

“Wu 've attempted to modlfy the pm-
gram,” Thom sald, ad there's
“strong focus on mhlbmullm."

In physical therapy, for example, the
goal 13 to keep Angie’s muscles in
shape, Thom nld. During the day while
she’s in her wheelchalr Angie wears el-
bow splints to stretch her shortened
mlﬁs:le:. a: night she wears band
splints for the same purpose.

Besides ‘therapy, the ourslng home
provides Angio with a quality of life
ditficult to come by In a hospital,
McCauley sald. The new wheelchalr,

nicknamed the “Porsche,” completo
with a tray which can carry the ventl-
Intor, hus enabled Angle to get out and
see the world she's mizsed,

“It (Oak HIlf) 18 probably the next
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