ar buffs drive in nostalgic style

By Lisa Simon
staff writer

Call it a car eraze, a time-consuming
, hobby, or an affinity with American
*“nostalgla.

. Antique cars have Inspired a genera-
tion of collectors, a multitude of car
clubs, shows and swap meets, and an
assortment of related industries itke
restoration, classic car cleanlog, and
old parts dealers and tradera.

Farmington residents caught
the old car bug, and dedicate their free
time to working on the cara and travel-

ing with and meeting others who have
antique cars,

John Sohrnn, a retiree of 10 years,
tokes pride in his vintage 1048 Ford
Lincoln Continental, Palnted the deep-
est of midnight blues, the car s ope of
only 452 cars of the same model made
in 1948. At the time, the car sold for a
1at price of $4,662. Sobran said in mod-
em times, the car ls worth “what
you're willing to pay me for it,.and
what I'm willing to part with it for."

Sobran gaid he had his eyes open for
o 1948 Lincoln C: since 1946.

Sobran conducted a search that
spanned the natlon. At one polnt he al-
most bought a 1948 Lincoln Contlnental
that had belonged to the late Mrw,
Clark Cable.

Eventually, Sobran advertised for
the car he wanted In antique car maga-
2ines like Hemmings Motor Magazine.

-He took what he calls several “dry

runs” to New York, Comnecticut and
Tllinols to check out cars he sald wero
100 percent misrcpresented.” What
the cars sounded like through telephone

In order to obtaln the one he has now,

were quite different than
thelr actual condition.

RANDY

Bill Wolf's 1837 Packard gots a fair share of pampuring. The classic auto has 92,930 miles to
its credit and can go 50 miles an hour.

You won't find chroms grilles anymore
{ike this one on the 1949 Ford Coupe.

Onnlnaln-nuqmw.muhh*!m
ofdcoupo,l a dream come trus for Vic

In 1080, he llnnlly found the 1948
ln tal “dream” car he

had a collection of 28 vintage lntomo-

iles.

Sobran, who has always Inter-
ested In cars, along vdth hu son, who
has a large library of automoblls books
and Uterature, said his bobby Is a “la-
bor of love.”

HE SPENDS hours each week “tink-
ering around” and purmuing a search
{for necessary or supplementary parts.
His most recent purchase was a $100
windshleld wiper part. Ho has also
bought a nuw convertible top and new
chrome plating,

“As far a3 1 know, it's eumpleuly
original and that's why I purchased it,"
Sobran sald proudly. "It just has classic
proportions to it, it's a true classic.”

The car costs about §200 a year to
insure, gets about six miles to the gal-
lon, takes regular gas, baa
12-cylinder engine, and welghs 4,700
pounds. The original odometer reads
22,000 miles,

A member of the Lincoln Cy
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‘1 just had an urge to own an old car.’
-~ Bilt Woli

\

BILL WOLF, also of F:

Just had an urge to own an old car,"
Wolf said.

Wolf, who owns a 1941 Buick and a
1955 Thunderbird as well as his Pack-
ard, likes to boy his cars in excellent

conditlon and work hard at maintaln-

Ing them,
He has owned his Packard for two
years, although he had his eye on it

1978,
Wolf lkes to drive his cars when
evarpoml
The as repainted In

Wolt uld "otherwhe. 1t is com| le !y
original.” Wolf's pariticular Pl:gud

espectaly rare becasue it 1 one of very
(aw four-door oonvertlhle mogvnls

Wolfs have an antique car horn and a
plcture of an old car mada out of watch
parts. Hanging above the bearth in the
Woll's famlly room is a picture of &
1930 Packard — "Bu.ly‘n ultimate
dream car,” &
’I‘M Wolu' phm lnclude a variety of
including events
withthe!'u:klnlc'luhmdmvmr-
ans Moter Car Club of Americe. Wolf s
an active metmber of both clubs, Wolf’s
Packard bas also been invited to par-
ticipate In Meadowbrook's Concord
D’Eleum

VIC BOLLINGSHEAD, another en-
thusiastic vintage car buff, is the proud
owper of a llma-bean-green 1949 Ford
coupe. After ppending time with his
son, Glen, restoring & 1954 two-door

Ford coupe and & 1950 Ford plck-up,

ecided to buy &

Club, and the Classic Car Club of
America, Sobran sald his greatest plea-
sure comes from shining the car untl it
gleams and driving it to an outing so
that other people can enjoy It too, -

In large antiquo car happenings like
the recent Freedom Festival In Detroit
and Windsor, Sobran dresses to fit the
era of his car, like many other enthusl-
astlc vintage automobile owners, So-
bran also participates In Farmington's
Founder’s Day Pnradc and will particl-
pate in Meadowbrook's Concord D’Ele-
gance, a prestigious vintage car event
in carly August where antique car own-
crs are selected to participate by lnvi-
tatlon only.

‘It just has classic
proportions to it. it's a
fruo classic.

— John Sobran

"Hollingshead. He and his son hos re-
stored two other antique cers. ! . '

to

uld, the top 13 extremely heavy, It
takes at least two people to put it
o

olf explained that uuod uphullt.cry
is lmpoﬂant ‘whea bu;
As for the outalde, l! s lo-w. lt can
always be re

With 92,930 milu on its sturdy efght-
cylinder englne, Wolf drives his Pack-
ard up to 50 mph. He gets approxi-
mately 15 miles to the gallon.

Antiques are a favorite passlon for
both Well and his wife, Georgann. She

sald, “We have a lot of paraphernalla .

conn with antique cars.”

Aslde from a collection of pewter
reproductions of vintage cars, the

nostallg-
ic vehicle that was ready to go. “I got
tired of working on old cars, 30 I went
and bought one,” Hollingshead sald.
“Let the mechanic do the work novr,
1 get 'em when they're mdy to go.”
Hollingah “upsuall;

stored a INOthl coupe engins for the
car, rechromed it, and mpllnted it

stood up for a long time. “T bought it to
d.rtve, not to ghow,” he uld. He Likes to
e It “cruising” Gurnsey’s lce
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