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Testmg isn’t all it’s talked up to be, say educators

to the

' comlnuod from Page 1

“It's very wrapped up In the Idea of
- communicating with the publie,” Baver
said, “The goal is to Lo sy, ‘hey 85 per-
cent can do this or thal

How many of Oallund County's local
school dlstricts use competency and
proficlency tests for grade pmmnuon
and graduation I8 anyone's guess,
Bauer sald, For the most part, the
school dlsiricts don't report these

distriet,
he sald.

Much of the opposltion to strict
standards for promotion and gradua-
tion ln Farmington stems from district
offlclals’ reaction to the national edu-
cational reports that have appeared in
recent years.

UNLIKE MANY districts in the
country which fell short of standards
suggested [n the reports, F

offlclals felt the district was pretty
much oa the ball.

“We were on the pllk long beforo the
report came oul," sald.

Even though the dard:

*And, ratber than lower standards to
accommodate those who are not golng
on to college, we are scrutinizing um
content of the

of American schoals prepared by the

Nationa! Commission on Exceilence In

Educnuon), the dmrict ralsed the m;il
to

ty percent of the graduates cnmplcwd
three years of English and 63
campmcd thge yuru of soclal :ludla,
g to the re;

and wo wbscrlbe

in these reports “were not unusual to
us,” Schulman sald, “they caused us to
look into things.”

In a report issued to the school board
In Jupuary, Schulman sald that: “We
cannot cope with :lc;demlc deficlences

£

by

Math and preschool get special

Continuod from Pago 1

Lewls sald. Developmental kindergar-
ten l: offered at Fairview and Alame-

“It gives the child a chance to ma-
ture and get basic skills 0 the child is
not just sitting in a waiting position,”
Lewls sald,

at this age," Schulman sald.

Holdlng back an older child when
friends are belog promoted can cause
damage to the self-image.

wholeheartedly to this, must be accom-
panled by careful

ercdlu the ucond highest In Oakland
Callnty Schulman sald. In addition, Lhe

of
c&uﬁm nnd skills across all grade lev.

Belfore the appearance of A Nation
at Risk” (a report critlcal of the state

attention

“Presently, it's a voluntary program
because we don't have transportation,”
Lewls said.

Parents of about 40 of the chlldren

math

In the high u:bools, 72 perceat of the
studenta are enrolled in sclence and 93
to percent ln mathmnnum In nddlunn.

the

was
two yeam while the physical
roquirement was reduced to 1% years,
he sald.

Since that time, Farmington has also
witnessed a continuing Increase in aca-
demlc course sclection and a drop In
study hall enrollments, Schulman add-

Out of 924 graduates in 1084-85, 584
had more than 21 credits, Schulman
said In the district’s annual report. Fif-

three hlgh schools increased w 151
{rom 90 the previous year,

Bfforts are being made to Increase
computer instruction as well as forelgn
languages, particularly in mlddlc
school, Schulman aald. Maintalning
excellent vocatlonal education pro~
gram in the face of Increased national
emphasls on academics !s also a dis-
trict goal, he added.
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“It's much better to hold them back eligible for the program have decided Lustra Wall®
DEVELOPMENTAL  kindergarten ggainst it, Lewis sald. But officlals are Porch 1
children are not locked into the pro-  uncertain whether that's because of the Encl ‘
gram, Lewls sald. If a teacher deter- lack of transportation. I OBUres
mines there's no need for a child to be District officials are still collectl iy

in the program, they can be sent to kin-
dergarten.

“We can only valldate that (the as-
sessment) by seelng the child in ac-
tlon,"” Lewls sald.

The developmental kindergarten
program was started in 1981 with 30
children, This year, 90 students are ell-

data to determine the success of the
program, Lowls sald.

“All we can do Is assess the number
of kids who went throusb it and those
who didd't,” be
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Often, symptoms can appeor months ofter
the accident; months after you've settled
wlth the insurance company, ond before cny
permanent injuty starts to hurt, Then who
poys the bills? You do.

FREE SPINAL EXAMINATION

it you've had a recent accldent, come In for
a free spinal scieening examination, There is
absolutely no cost. If X-rays, In-depth
examination, o treatment Is indicated, we
will wait for Workers' Compensation or the
Insurance CoMpany to gay us.
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You've been thinking of

calling ELAINE KISSEL ...

DO ITNOW!

Elaine Kissel, clinical hypnologist has

many years of teaining and experience

ta help you overcome problems:

WEIGHT, DRUGS OR ALCOHOL,

SEXUAL DYSFUNCTION, PHOBIAS,

PAIN, ANXIETY, LACK OF

CONFIDENCE, PROCRASTINATION,

ETC. Call 569-7121 for evaluatlon
Pre-pald

anly. Use Visa/Mastercard/American

Express,
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