By Ter] Banas
staft writer

=~ Local peace activist Joan Penco ad-
mits there have been times sho has felt
< “nobody’s listening . . . nobody gives
: a koot for what we're dolng.”
Those feelings would wash over her
as she manoed ber office in the Peace
" Resource Center near the Sch

founded by Justine Merritt, a retired
teacher, and some of her friends. It
caught the attention of Joan Pence and
peace groups across the country,

Last weekend thousands of Ameri-
cans traveled to the nation's capltal,
and some cipants were reported to
have traveled from the Soviet Union,
Japan, Germany and other mnn‘érl:;lo

Callege campus.
+ *I'd sit in my offlce, and it felt like I
was in a vacuum,” sald Pence, a 27-
year-old high school blology teacher
{rom Plymouth Township, who directs
+ the local center,
50, to replace her nervous energy she
. took some colored threads and a
swatch of muslin and began stitching a
pane] to illustrate her love of life and
fear of nuclear disaster.

A SIMILAR sense of despalr

a Denver to

- stitch the flrst panel that would con-
Z -nect Into a 10-mile “ribbon* or collec-
tlon of pancls Sunday in Washington,

DC,
Called “the Ribbon Project,” it was
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begin the 40f
veraary of the first use of the nuclear
bomb,

On Aug. 8, 1945, the Unlted States
dropped atomie: bombs on the Japanese
citles of Hiroshima and later on Na-
gasaki.

The demonstrators’ plan was to en-
clrele the Pentagon bullding, But when
they found they had £o many panels,
they Included the Lincoln Memorial,
the Washington Monument and the
Capitol bulldlng, Pence sald.

FROM MICHIGAN, some 100 partl-
cipants left at midnight Friday ona 10-
bour bus trip. On board were Pence and
four cloth panels made by bersell and
others from the Schoolcraft center.

Each carried the same theme-mes-

""Joan Pence, director of the Peace

DAN DEAN/ statf photographor
Resource Center, displays an

embroidered panel she took to the Washington, D.C., protest last
wesekend.

§ Aug. 5th thru Aug. mh
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sage: What would you miss if the world
were destroyed in a nuclear holocaust?

Merrilt's original allk-embroldered
panel carried the names of her family
members and friends. Those made by
local membern included simple pature
scenes and pleasures — birth-

.day cakes and garden herbs,

AND IN the Detrolt metropolitan
area this week, other activities to com-
memorate the bombings are planned:

® In the early morning hours this
Tuesday, peace activists here and
across the country witl take part In an
art protest called the *Shadow
Project.” Drawing shadows of human
forms into city streets and sidewalks,
they plan to recreate the images of vic-
tims vaporized by the intense heat of
'fqbe bombs dropped on Hiroshima and

a, X

Farmington Hills mother of two

A
who plans to take part said she wlll use

chalk 80 not to permanently alter the
landscape.
® In Detrolt's & rall;
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Monday, August 6, 1985 _O&E

Peace groups stitch an anti-bomb message

ment dead, and even peace organizers
themselves are concerned with waning

y
will start at 7 p.m. Thursday featuring
Georgla State Sen. Jullan Bond, a civil
rights leader, in Second Baptist Church
on Monroe at Beaublen. The rally will
be followed by a § p.m. candlelight
march to Hart Plaza, Founder of a non-
violent student protest movement
against the Vietnam War in his youth,
Bond hests America’s Black Forum, a
syndlcated televialon program.

ALL OF this comes, Pence said, at a’  milil
dilnes

time when dally newspaper hea
are declaring the nuclear freeze move-

Pence, who has becn actlve in the
movement for the two years, sald
part of the problem lies in the inherent
nature of grassroots movements; they
eventually loose popular support.

In this case, she says, some fear
bringing down the military build-up
will hurt the economy and employ-
ment. Organirers argue, however, that
mere private-sector jobs would be cre-
ated by non-defense spending than by

tary s
Another ' problem she clted was
“we're fighting a tremendous infras-

tructure. We have no access to-places
(the Pentagon) wbm'rtﬂtedg_ged-,
v mgghmtl‘;;}m ngrekimen,
contact ol ,
saying only a few sit on Influentiaimil-
itary-related committees, v
OVERALL, she blames President
Ronald Reagan for “stealing our:rhe-
toric® through proposing his -space-

says 18 perceived as replacing strategic
wespons, vt~
“Thoy (the public) think the people In
Washington have the situation under
control. After all, we're back to Gepeva
(the site of nuclear arms negotiations).”
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