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When a child can’t respond

to a normal hearing test, what
do you do? A researcher at
Plymouth State Home is working
on an answer. . .

Hire A Cor%nput'er

By KATHY MORAN

A 22-month-old bay's mental growth was
retarded and his physical growth was slowed
to the level of an eight-month-old child.

His problems were partially attributed to
deafness.

The child's mother had contracted rubella
during the first lhree months of her preg-
nancy; this often capses deafness. With this
background and the fact that the child failed
to respond to auditional testing, he was al-
most diagnosed as deaf.
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A SPEECH therapist had noticed certain
signs which indicated the child might have
some hearing ability, so the boy was referred
to Plymouth State Home and Training School
for further tests. .

At the Plymouth State Home and Train-
ing School, a young researcher is developing
a new testing method for use with children
who are unable to: cooperate with standard
hearing tests. He is ‘Dr. Donald D. Hogan of
32807 Meadowlark, Farmington.

In many cases, his testing is cenducted
while the child is sleeping.

Via a new testing system called Average
Evoked Response, (AER), the boy was found
to have some hearmg ability.

The child was! referred for further ob-
servation, anq his case will be up soon for
further mvesugahc’m mlo ways of promoting
speech development.. *

“The child was on the route to being
misdiagnosed,”” Dr. Hogan said. “I think we
stopped that.”’

But an mdeterrﬂmed number of other
cases have nol been so fortunate.

Many of the children and adults in men-
tal institutions tod%x should not be there,

says Dr. Hogan ] !

DR. HDGAN belieyes lhat hearing disor-
ders are part of the stem problems of many
retarded and msmuﬁonahzed people. When
the disorder .whs not detected, the child's
growth was further retarded.

“ think that there exist today some mis-
conceptions concernmg the significance that
should be attached }¢ hearing loss. deafness
and organic disorde _,of the ear,"” he said.

“Too often perscns charged with health
care will treat ear d[isorders lightly because
they serve as a relanvely insignificant and
controllable threat:to; the physical well-being
of a patient. H

“‘Audition takeslon a new 5|gmf1cance
however, when considered as a faculty that is
necessary formormal‘mental development.

“An undetected ,and untreated hearing
loss may adversely irtfluence speech develop-
ment and, to some. &:tent, language develop-
ment,"” he said. ¢ Dlsdrders of intellectual and
emotional development may also occur.

“The importance of performing diagnos-
tic and treatment services early in a child's
life cannot be uveremphasxzed "
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THE 36-YEAR:OLD researcher has been

DR. DONALD HOGAN preparés the equipment in

his acoustical sound room for an experimental hearing

working with grants from the State Depart-

ment of Mental Health and the United Cere-
bral Palsy Association to develop a method of
testing hearing ability by recording brain
waves that are stimulated when a person
hears a sound.

The implications of this tvpe of testing
are far-reaching.

Dr. Hogan’s hearing tests can be admin-
istered to a retarded child or any infant or
child who for some reasmi can not or will not
cooperate with the standard Pure Tone test-
ing by indicating when they hear the sound.

In the case of a retarded child, analysis
of the test will indicate v.helher his normal
mental growth is being retarded by hearing
problems. \

The computers and recorders in his
dimly-lit testing room look complex, but the
process is relatively simple.

i

The patient either sits in a big black
leather chair or is placed in a high-standing
crib with metal bars. He wears earphones
and three electrodes are taped to his head.

PR

WHEN THE SOUI}"Dfis transmitted. the

BALL TWO! -- Umpize
Keith (Corky) Thibodeau, of
25872 Beecham, Farming-
ton, calls ‘'em as he sees
‘em at the Muscular dystm-
phy summer camp near:
Port Huron. A Vietnam vet-
gran, Keith is a volunteer
counselor at the week-long
camp. Susan Blyth. of
37820 Ladywood, Livonia,
is a volunteer camp-attend-'
ant. She serves as the arms
and legs of the young mus-
cular dystrophy patients.

OBLIVIOUS TO WHAT is happening, this four-week-old boy is having his hear-
ing fested. The electrade on his forehead is one of three that measure the heost and

respiration response stimulated when a sound is heard. {Observer photo}

test. The window in the back opens into the room where

the patient is placed. (Observer photo)

electrodes measure the first one-second re-
sponse stimulated in the brain. The response
is then recorded in a computer.

By taking a series of these tests. Dr.
Hogan can tell whether the child actually
heard the tone or whether outside noise stim-
ulated the response.

Dr. Hogan. who stumbled on his career
by accident, believes that the retarded popu-
lation needs a method of determining hearing
disorders as a means of helping in rehabilita-
tion.

Through his experimental testing pro-
gram, Dr. Hogan can test children while they
are sleeping without requiring them to partic-
ipate in the normal hearing tests.

The researcher stands six feet tall and
looks more like a television announcer. a pro-
fession he almost chose. than a researcher in
audiology for the retarded.

He worked his way through school as a

‘COG No Threat
To City Blacks’

A theory that regional gov- that “'now. incredibly . i

television engineer, director and staff announ-
cer and graduated with a bachelor of arts
degree in radio and television in 1960 from the
University of Arkansas.

o x

HE STUMBLED on his career by acci-
dent when taking a speech correction course
to fulfill his speech requirements. When a
piece of their equipment broke down and Dr.
Hogan fixed it, his professor suggested he
might have the interest and background to go
into audiology.

That is where it started, and it prog-
ressed with master’s and doctoral degrees in
audiology from Purdue University. Since
then his work has been in various aspects of
audiology culminating in the research position
at Plymouth State Home.

But the field is still wide open.

Even if Dr. Hogan can perfect the testing
aspect, there is the equally important aspect
of treatment for the hearing handicapped
mentally retarded that is often underrated.

Dr. Hogan said that even if they can
learn to diagnose the audiological problems in
the mentally retarded, the next problem is
_where to send them for care. Right now the
field needs specially trained researchers and
clinicians.

Audiology research also is dependent on
contributions from community organizations
to buy some of the necessary equipment. Dr.
Hogan's equipment was’ acquired piecemeal
through contributions of local groups.

Bloodmobile

! OPEN

Will Visit GC i
EVENING

A Red Cross bloodmobile “”9

will be held in Garden Ci
Wednesday. Sept. 2, from
7:30 p.m. at the Garden City
Knights of Columbus Hall.
3075¢ Ford Rd. For an appoint-
ment to donate, call the Red
Cross Northwest Regional off-
ice, 422-2787.
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ernmental agencies are a
threat to black control of cen-
tral cities has been branded as
“nonsense’’ by Kent Mathew-
son, president of Metropolitan
Fund, Inc.. in a speech last
week to the National Municipal
League .

Reacting to a suggestion by
two Columbia University soci-
ologists that black leaders in
central cities should vigor-
ously oppose regional problem
solving, Malhev\sun character-
ized the idea as “‘tantamount
to reccmmcr‘dlng urban sui-
cide.™

Rather, Mathewson said. the
leaders of all central cities
black or white should be seek-
ing hetp of their suburban
neighbors via such regional
agencies as the Southeast
Michigan Council of Govern-
ments (SEMCOG).

CITING THIS nation’s his-
toric process of providing lef-
tover clothing. food, housing.
and schools to black citizens,
the Metropolitan Fund presid-
net called on the assembled
‘municipal leaders to recognize

projection of scale. the black
citizens of our nation are about
to inherit leflover cities.”

~Black citizens are nearing
political majorities in those
cities which fall to meet code
standards, which require ex-
tensive renovation . . . and.
the white population seems to
be saying . rather than reno-
vate and bring the city up to
the code standards. we'll just
let the black folks have the ei-
ties and we'll go off to our
bright new world in suburbia,”
Methewson explained.

“Now is the time,” he said,
** for black leadership to call a
sereeching halt to that process.

to refuse o accept inferior,
worn out leftover cities.”

MATHEWSON'S speech was
a response to Columbia sociol-
ogists Francis Piven and Ri-
chard Cloward. who Uwo years
ago attacked the regional ap-
proach to problem solving by
claiming that the regional con-
cept is. literally. designed to
rob black peaple of their politi-
cal power. They made the
charge in a pair of New Re-
public magazine articles

Lake Miramichi is fully developed and ready for immediate use.
All benefits of the lake can be yours now at affordable prices.
Credit terms available.

* Year around fishing * Pieale groves
* Central water system * Children's playground
£ * Good roads 205 acre lake

+ Boat docks and marine % 800 foot sandy beach

Due to limited number of properties available, an officer of our
company will be at the development on Saturday and Sunday
only from 10 am. until dark. Persons of all races welcame a5
puichasers.

DIRECTIONS: Taka . R. 75 north from De-
trolt 1o Clare. Follow Lake Miramichi signs
00 route 10 from Clars to Evar
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CLIP AND MAIL COUPON AT ONCE

LAKE MIRAMIEH\ INC.
Dearbom M
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inkaler, UTch 40141

DLz i o o s REE ot
ricurs i narmain on o 1
by

a m..,. o

WA NG

it infrmation con
1 Detruit film showing and

'

1

1

|

1

]

! i

| dmersines.
] 0 Encless guast passas an m m:p-chan of
|

i

[}

I

Lake Wiramiehi in my o
NANE
ADDRESS.
oy STATE
2P, PHONE.

e

( " 1 /\'H"\IH vl‘m i ’HY l’\’ 0!

SNl




