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Marty Burke entertains

Songs of Ireland: _; ., c cour Green Fields

JiM VARON

Marty Burke of Southficld is one of the few performers in metro-
politan Detroit who spocializes in performing Irlsh music.

The bar [s a local pub and the Irish
singer bas to compete on many a
summer evening with big-screen tele-
vision broadcasting Tiger ballgames,

But, Marty Burke has probably
doalt with worse things in his life —
at least that's what you think when
you listen to his smokey volce tell a

story in song or watch him chain  what his songs are all about. “T've al-

smoke In a Furopean manner be-  waysstuck to belng a storyteller.”

tween songs. y Burke sings every Wednes-  while cmployl.u a contemporary for-  In this Its 6th year, with fewer jaxx
Even the sound system, which can't  day night at Four Green Fields, mi that brings together funk, bop acts and fewer vepues. But

overcome the tolk ot the tables full of ~ Woodward at 1S Mile Rud. Royal g arrangements. The effect,  thereli be more musle golng on most

softball players, Is ogalnst Marty — Oak(280-2902). both on 1ta first album "My Feet of the alx days of the festival than

Burke some nights. Yet, he captures SEVERAL MUSICAL highlights ' Can't Fail Ma Now,” Concord Jazz)  anyone could hope to to.

something Irish when he sings. Glve  are on the acene this month, Included  and in person, is electric. Among featured attractions, In ad-

him a chance at a song like “Streets  are a concert at Meadow Brook Music U tunes like Thelonions ditlon to singer Sarah Vaughan and

of London™ or the polgnant “Arm-
strong” and his songs become unique,

unforgettable things. Bolllng with Jean-Plerre Rampal, band standards such as Ron Carter (bass) and Tommy Flana-
A 42-year old singer who's been ot and the beginning of the Montrenx “Caravan” and its own duwted “My  gan (planc), Carter and

Royal Oak's Four Green Fields since  Detrolt Jazz Festival, . Feet Can't Fail Mo Now,” the band  play at Baker's -

it opened four years ago, Southffeld Another highlight is the first De- = always generates audlence enthusl. y, Aug. 30, through Sunday, Sept. 1,

resident Marty Burke Ls one of the  trolt-area appearance by the Dirty asmand a dancing, marchlng spirit. th two shows each night.

few Irish singers in the area. Dozen Brass *Just let the people kmow that It'a that seem
*Some people come for genulne The Dirty Dozen will perform at ¢  all right to get up and dance,” Greg  will be the Friday night (Aug. 30) con-

Irish songs,” Burke says between sets,  p.m. Monday, Aug. 19, at P'Jarz at  Tate, the band's leader and trumpet.  cert pi

“and that’s what I'm known for.” the Pontchartrain Hotel Terrace In €, has been quoted as saying. And It's  chel at the Detroit Insti.

That's not to say that he doesn’t do  Detroit. The New Orleans-based brass certaln that he means It when he  tute of Arts Recital Hall P

¥ 80NES OF an
old Kingston Trlo standard, But,

Burke, who earns a liviog by day in  funcrals, It also, strangely eough, good time.” Evans, but the ama-
the computer business, has been ea- started out s a kazoo band. The Dirty Dozen Brass Band con-  ture, individual style that has Im-
chanted with Ircland and its history And although it comes from a long  cert begins at 6 p.m. Monday, Aug. 19, pmsed both fans and crlﬁu

for much of his life. He has guest lec-  brass-band tradltion In its hometown, ~at P'Jarz (985-0200). ‘oshiko Akiyoehi is one of the ma-
tured on the subject here and there,  the music the Dirty Dozen Brass Band Detrolt Jazz jor um!a volces in jaxz, although she

and he adds, *If the audlence is really
stenlng, I like to weave a story out
of my songs and the history. Olten
people don't know history well and I
like to shake them up with it.”

Born in Grossc Pointe, Burke
thinks he’s “always” been a perform-
cr. He recalls acting In the Unstabled

‘Theatre in Detroit in the 19808 and
that jt was acting that led to alnglng
and to a musical group called
;r'a Dam which recorded several l!
IS
Even as a solo act, which he’s been
for a few years now, Burke loves &
good story and he emphasizes that’s

Festival on Monday, Aug. 12, by
French planist and composer Claude

band buiit its reputation in the Cres-
cent City by playing in parades and

plays is anything but traditional. It
docsn't sound lke the Preservation
Hall Jazz Band, which represents an-
other tradition, Nor does it sound like

e Canadlan B:

Instead, the Dirty Dozen Brass
Band keeps the uplm of turn-of-the-
century New Orleans marching bands

James
Windell

on music

Monk’s “Blua Monk' and Charlie Par-
ker's “Bongo Beep,” along with blg
Ellington's

adds: *You should be up on your feet.
You know, we want you to have a

THE M
Festival geta under way this year
Wednesday, Aug. 28, with the Toshiko
yoshi Jazrs Orchestra on the Ter-
race of the Hotel Ponu:bartxuln and &
Boblo crulse with the Little McKin-
ney canon Pickers and the Detrolt
Jazz All-St
It will be u slimmed-down festival

doesn't aing (that we know of). Her
through ber cotnposi-
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