Charles

By Anne Y. Meyers
spocinl writer

By the 1950 he was called a gen-
ius, and Friday nlght at Meadow
Brook Musle Festival, Ray Charles
demonstrated why, Charles bopped
and ed, whispered and screamed,
and laughed and moaned, cbarmling
the near-capacity crowd and proving
why Ilbere is only one inimitable Ray

rles,

‘The Ray Charles Orchestra opened
with two Instrumental selectlons, al
lowing several of the 17 band mem
bers time In the spotlight. This
brought wandering members of the
audience back to thelr seats fust in
time for Charles' entrance, As the or-
chestra {lnished its second song, a
booming volce blared over the public
address system, "Meadow Brook Mu-
sic Festlval proudly presents the Leg-
endary Genfus of Soul, Mr. Ray

There was thundereus applause as

| Charles.”
;| Charles was led to the ptano. The ex- |

pression on his face showed his enthu-
slasm as he Into hi3 flrst num-
ber, His whole body was carried by
the muslc — his head bounced, his
hands danced across the keyboards
and his feet flalled in 2ll directions.
Charles is, of course, a musical gen-
{us. His real genius is the sheer musi-

sang, but he can make an ordinary
song extraordinary.

A PERFECT example of this ablll-
ty was Charles' rendltion of “Oh What
a Beautiful Morzin.’ " I've scen sever-
al productions of “Oklahoma!® and
have never been swept away by this
song, But, infusing gospel fervor, jaz-
2y borns and a dash of blues, he

to expectation

cal quality of his voice, A song is o ed.

lives up

review

turned a back-shelf show tune Into a
show-stopper.

‘The singer/composer/planist fired
through the first half of the show. He
joked with the band one moment and
then shouted commands the next.
“Turn up the plano mike." *Don't
start 8o fast.” “More bottom.” He nev-
er missed a beat, though, in a bluesy
“Georgla on My Mind," and & Jazzy
“Some Enchanted Evening.”

“Thank you, ladles and gentiemen,”
Chatles said mid-show. I want 1o in-
treduce a lttle feminity lnto our
scenery — the Razelettes, if you

please.”

The addltion of the four slnging
Raclettes allowed Charles room
moan and slgh, filling in spaces of '.hu
song while the women cartied the lyr-
cs. This section of the show Included
“I Can't Stop Loving You,” *Born to
Love Me” and *3/4 Time.”

At the end of the show, Charles {n-
dulged himself in a musical exchange
with the audience. “Help me out and
repeat after me,” Charles requested.

“000000000hh,” Charles sang.
“000000hh,” the audience respond-

“SING IT 80 loud they can hear you
all the way to Detroit,” Charles said.
The audience exchanged a serles of
sounds with Charles, He smiled In ap-
preciation and exited as the blaring
volce said, “You bave just been enter-
tained by the chendary Genlus of
Soul, Mr, Ray Charl

Very enlcrmlm:d l mim:t add.
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outdoor conceris

Paul Stookey (Iaﬂ), who is originally from Blrmlnuhlm' Mnry
Travers, and Poter Yarrow of the Petor, Paul and Mary trio appear
at 8 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 10, at Meadow Brook Music Fastival.

table talk

Sushi featured

Winner's circle

Kyoto Japancse Steakhouse will open Benlsushl,
its second sushi bar In the pation and the first in
Detroit, on Wednesday at 1985 W, Big Beaver Road
in Tmy ’I'he gnnd apening will be hlghﬂghted bya

The Lark In West Bloomfleld was the winner In
two categorles In a recent contest to select favorite
Detroit-area restaurants, in a readers’ pool con-
ducted by Metropolitan Detroit magazine. The
Lark was honored as best continental restaurant

@ MEADOW BROOK

MUSIC FESTIVAL

Baldwin Pavillon, Oakland University
campus near Rochester.

Plvl.llm $16.50-323 lnd lawn $10-$14,
de, on concert. Ticket Infor-
mation at 377-2010.

Andy Willlams snd the Osmond
Brothers .
8 p.m. Friday, Aug. 9

Peter, Paul and Mary
8 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 10

® PINEKNOB

MUSIC THEATRR

Qutdoor amphitheater at Plne Knob
In Clarkston. Pavillon and lawn seats
available. Tickets at box olfice and
all Ticket World outlets. Pine Knob
Hotllne 847-7780,

Barry Manilow
8:30 p.m. Thursday-Saturday, Aug. 8-
10

Jeffrey Osborne with special guest
‘Whitaey Houston
B p.m. Sunday, Aug. 11

Lee Greenwood/Gary Morris
8 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 13

Power Station
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 14

® P'JAZZ

Pool Terrace, Hotel Pontchartrain,
Detrolt, Monday and Wednesday con-
certs begln at 8 or 6:30 p.m. Friday
concerts begin at 6 p.m. General ad-
mlzslon tickets are $6-$10 and re-
served seating tickets $9-$13, depend-
Ing on the concert. For ticket Infor-
npx:tlun call 965-0200, ext. 3766 or
3988,

Norma Jeao Bell and the Al Stars

e Lo E8 Moo, b

A GENTLEMAN
SCOUNDREL

‘“By Boat or By Car”

DUREY'S |
On e werer 1 pivton: amheratberg . |

Monday, Aug. 12

Cana A

- Trinidad Tripoli Steel Band
Wednesday, Aug. 14

® SUMMER NIGHTS

" Troy. Doora open § p.m. Cocktail con-
cerumnuﬂp.m.mluom(hv-
er e $5 after 7:30 p.m. More in-
formtlon at 583-9000. -

Trinided Tripoli Steel Band
Guest soloist Othello
Friday, Aug. 9

Parton'j‘c‘)ining
Kenny Rogers

Dolly Parton has resolved a‘schedule
conflict and will appear with Keony
Rogers and Mac Davis at 7 p.m. Sun-
gay. Aug. 18, at the Pontlac Sliver-

ome,

Rogers and Parton were originally
scheduled to appear at the Stlverdome
last March, bntthe:ol.hpsooﬂbanl.r;

sale at

oullets and the Pontic Silverdomo box
office. Tickets for the original Rogers/
Parton show will be honored at the
Aug. 18 concert.

New nightclub
Chives opens

Pam Martin and Pizarx eatertaln al
Chives, a bew nightelud, which apcn:d
recently at the Hillerest net Cen-
ler Groesheck Highway, in Mt.

quuct Center owners Simon and
Raymond Thomas &lso own the Pre-
mier Center in Sterling Heights.

For dinper reserva}lom, call 772-2240.

¢ concert.
‘I‘ickeu at $18.50 and $16.50 are on
t all Ticket World and AAA

4th Annual |
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