A cleaner

Rouge?

DNR: It’s possible

By Tori Banas
+ slatf writer

can't just band them a plan and expect

1 Someday, residents llving along the
‘murky Rouge River may be able to
1 point to a clean resource,

+ But making it happen will take coop-
ceration and commitment from the 38
ycommunlties that border the Rouge's
i three branches, along with ‘a central
tcoordinator to 1 ot

it to be carried out.”
Supervisor Su-

san J. Heintz, who chairs the watershed
council, agreed,

“They can't expect local: commun!-
ties to lmplement a state policy if they
didn't have Loput,” Helntz sald.

For that reason, she sald it was a
good idea that the DNR established an

+ cleanup actlvities, according to a state
| Diipartm‘ rtment of Naturol Resources offl.
vclal. T

' Uslng that formula, a state-led effort
i to make a clear, clean Rouge a reality
i 13 currently bofore the Michigan Water
» Resources Commission. Next month,
! the WRC Is expected to flnlsh plans for
* a DNR sirategy to improve the river,

«  *In the past there was a lot of study-
* Ing that took place before anything was
* done,” sald Roy Schrameck, DNR wa-
+ ter quallty speclalist. “But the orienta-
: tlon of the mew strategy to

advisory made up of
Gottlled and representatives from
Wayne and Oakland countles, the
Southeast Council of Governments
{SEMCOG), the Detrolt Water and Sew-
er Department and the DNR. (The com-
mittee is meeting for the second time
today in SEMCOG'S Detrolt offlces.)

Both Gottlieb and Helntz catled the
strategy extremely broad in scope,
though they agreed it 1s an important
“first step.”

THE ROUGE River Is comprised of
three branches that flow through

{ the commission is that there are a lot
+ of things that can be done now."”

‘THE STRATEGY would invelve such
+ measures as:
. @ Placlng the DNR at the lead to di-
: rect improvements, list remedies and
coordinate the cleanup.

® Finding for permanent listing all
: the sewer lines and pipes that dis-
! charge Into the river.

. ® Eliminating more than 180 com-

bined sanitary/storm-sower dlscharge
. points that dump raw sewage and In-
. dustrial waste Into the river during
. high water,

Schramek is detailing a work plan
for the cleanup. It wilt be presented to
; tha WRC Sept. 19 in Delia Township,
+ west of Lansing, WRC's seven mem-
1 bers Include representatives of the de-
partments of Natural Resources, Agri-
cultugg; Public Health and Transporta-
tlon: 4¢y maln concern is water pollu-
tlon, and it issues water discharge

ts, .

By the WRC's request, the plan will
include a section detalling community
Involvement. Ceatral to this new stab
! at cleaning the Rouge is community
support and input in the 467-square-

mile Rouge baaln.

“It will be their (communities) re-
! sponsibility to develop a correctional
; plan and submit it to the state to coor-
+ dinate with other communities, Our
! (DNR'S) role will be to coordinate,”
¢ Schrameck sald.

i
i BUT

Into the Detroit
River. Branches of the lower, middle
and upper Rouge are fourd in parts of
Wayne, Oakland and Washtenaw coun-
il

es,

According to Schrameck, the state
intends to develop a computerized
mode! of the river basin to ald in cor-
recting pollution problems,

“There are all kinds of uses for thly
mode! down the road,” he sald, “For in-
stance, if there's a fish kill In Redford
‘Fownship, we'll plug in the coordinates,
and we'll be able to figure out what
remedy would bave the best impact.”

Schrameck sald federal support is
belng sought from a fund of the federal
Clean Water Act, but negotiations ha-
ven't been concluded, He sald the
project, however, will need a combina-
tlon of federal, state and local support.

THE DNR'S action [s far {rom the
first study into the causes of pollution
in the Rouge. Gottlieb sald part of the
problem has been that while “studies
have been done, no one has come up
with the impetus to do anything.

“Most of tho focus has been en the
Detroit sewage treatment plant and
bringing It up to capacity, But now,
there are other issues, The DNR has it
as a top priority, so something has to
be done,” Gottlieh sald.

Schrameck said less than half of dis-
charges into the Rouge River'are from
combined sanltary/storm sewers oper-
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A drain pipe carries an .
unknown substance Into the

. Middle Rouge River [n western
" Wayne County.

Funds for inland lakes dry up

officials fear water quality in Michigan's inland
Iakes and streama will be jeopardized if the depart-
ment’s 10-year-old Self-Help Program goes unfund-

Self-help ls designed to counter a major threat to
the recreational valus of Michigan's Inland waters
— eutrophication,

After Oct. 1, federal funding for the Self-Help

Program expires,

EUTROPBICATION s the word experts use to
describe the gradual tranaltion of & lzke to a weedy,
algae-covered marsb. The cause is the gradual en-
richment of patural waters with plant putrients
such as phosphorous.

“Ihe goal of every lake is to become a marsh. It's
a patural aging process,” said DNR Inland water
expert Howard Wandell,

He continued “Man accelesates the process by nu-
trient loading with improperly treated waste water

es and agricultural run-off.”

‘Wandell contends that the best way to slow the
cutrophication process Ls to get rid of nutrlent load-
Ing sources. those sources Is the part.
According to Wandell, the DNR Self-Help Program
is one aid in the fight .

“THE INTENT of the Sell-Help Program Is to
correct a long-term monlitoring problems,” says
Dick Mikula, who heads the monitoring effort. “The
state trles to monitor ail lakes in Michigan but is
not meeting that goal.”

Mikula noted that over the last 10 years, 850
1akes of more than §0 acres in alze have been sam-
pled at least once. “The Self-Help Program pro-
vides a much nceded means of monitoring water
quality in a wider range of public and pon-public
lakes.”

Under the program, lake property owners sample
thelr own lakes on a yearly basis. Throughout the
summer months, participants take transparency
readings of their lake using a DNR supplied Secchi
disc, The readings are compiled by the water de-

the water quality of @ given lake.
® The program brings lake owners into more
contact with DNR.

“Communities In the program for.several years
will see trends,” sald Mikula. “More transparency
‘r"'“’ clarity) means greater water qul!l‘leyr

lining' wa

.ated by the Detroit system.
Discharges are evenly divided between
storm water and sanltary sewer over-
flows. 1 account

SOME pokep
! sans helleve local involvement Is need-
: ed even earller — at the development
stage.
Karen Gottlieb, executive director of
.the 19-community.member Rouge Riv.
er Watershed Council, sald she urged
the WRC at its last meeting to seek
' community involvement in the devel-
oping the strategy.
“My contention was you need to have
the people who arc implementing the
plan in on developing It,” she sald, “You

for a small portion.

The sewer pipes are designed so that
during heavy ralnfalls, wastewater in
the pipes overflows into the river. But
now wastewater (s even
during dry times. Each year, sewers
dump 600 biltlon gallons of water Into
the Rouge River and Its tributary riv.
ers and creeks, n

“The river has the abllity to cleanse
{tsclf as long as you don't exceed that
capacity,” hesald, .
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GRAND OPENING SPECIAL

- made with our own

/ $900 Rehate (per dinner).
Come in and try these delicious Ribs and we're sure you won't be

Introducing our Baby Back Ribs
Bar-8-Q
Sauce. They are the

best you
have ever tasted and to prove it
to you we are offering 2

Thoe, tf 10p.m, il & Sut. ' 11.30pm,

flam,

6860 dirctiard Ly Rl
ar Maple Rd
026-1587

OF Wi

BLOOMIES .-

BLOOMFIFLD

£ e
thew August B

The finest
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Symphony In Glass . . ..

p means
quality, and when this happens we try to seek caus-
e

ent and used an goidelines for evaluating Mikula believes unless the DNR remalns Involved

changes in water quality. with the program, lake owners will abandon monl-
ACCORDING to Mikula, the benefits of program  tering efforta. ) .
participation are numerous: To obtaln additional information about the Self-
@ Major scurces of nutrient loading can be iden-  Help Porgram write to: Dick Mikulz, Michigan De-
tifted. partment of Natural Resources, Intand Lake Man-
® Both DNR and lake owners comple data on  agement Unit, P.O. Box 30028, Lansing 48909,
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A FREDRICK RAMOND COLLECTION
An artistic performance in elegant lighting craft hif posed and
conducted by Fredrick Ramond and brought to you by Brose. The melody is
solid polished brass . . . the harmony an enchanting blend of beveled clear,
topaz or peach-toneglass . . . the crescendo hand-cut inserts— each fixturea

gorgeous ariginal, patented to protect its — and your — individuality. é

.- ‘ ALSO AVAILABLE:
: THE CANTERBURY™
COLLECTION

— TIMELESS BEAUTY,
SPARKLING POLISHED
BRASS, CLEAR
BEVELED GLASS
AND ACCENTED
WITH LUSTROUS
PEACH-TONE PRISMS
TO ENHANCE ANY
TRADITIONAL
SETTING.

ALL ON DISPLAY
IN OUR UNIQUE
- SHOWROOM
FRICED IN THE.
. USUAL
"AFFORDABLE -
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