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Hello, Dolly!’

Performances of the

Stage production of the musical
“Hello, Dolly® continue through
Sunday, Aug. 25, at the Birming-
ham Theatre. Tickets are available
at Ticket World outlets, 423-6868, or
the Birmingham Theatre box office,
B844-3576.

By 8Barbara Michals
statf writer

V- Barbara
4. Michals

HIRED BY wealthy Yonkers busl-

nessman Horace Vandergelder
Evans) to find him a sultable second
wife, Dolly decides to win Vanderge
er for herself. Along the way, she as-
alsts Vandergelder's young clerks to
find love and adventure in New York.
Evans Is delightful as the crusty

In casting Garrett as the mis-
chievous matchmaker Dolly Gallagher

Serving as a showcase for local tal-
ent, the current production of “Hello,
Dollyl® for SummerStage at the Blr-
mln, Theatre offers a pleasant
rendition of this popular Jerry Herman
musical.

Aside from TV actress Patay Garreit
in the title role, nearly all the cast is
from Michigan and the majority from
the B! area, The many young
performers In the show are particular-

Levi, tho p returna to the
original, pre-musical concept of Dolly
as a pudgy, middle-aged matron deter-
mined to bave one more fling in life
“Befcre the Parade Passes By,”
Garrett may be the antlthesls of
glamorous Carol Channing, the actress
most assoclated with the role, but the
plot actually makes more sense this
way, Or at least it would if Garrett bad
a liltle more pizazr and less dell-
berateness in her delivery. The heavy

', known for being *hard

as nails® but simply putty in Dolly's

hands, Evans persuades that behind all

the grow] and bluster thera lurks amia-

billty walting to be discoverod.
As Vand

is fair attraction

New is an w, accomplished

how in which she appears,
the lovely solo “Ribbons Down My
Back” and the other balf of *It Only
Takes a Moment.”

David New are P ing
Cornelius Hackl and Barnaby Tucker,
Models of youthful

Kals
themMolhuwmlcopPortmIUu;

charm In lively pumbers like *Put g
Your Sunday Clothes,” “Dancing” and
“Elegance.”

Flynn excels vocally In the romantic
duet “It Only Takes a Minute,* while

4 perpel
ally weeping niece. Slmilsrly, Dan Fer-
retti is unimpressive as Ambrose, Er-

« mengarde's sweetheart. |
‘While all the chorus work is lvely, it
is the young men who really excel.

Ka {1?:1,. 1m§g;glmg a male chorus lne mg{ﬁnunn né her voice only accen-
) ly es. . e negative. . .
Val Kilmer is Chris Knight, a brilliant, mischlef-making wmno orler’ia] sPa
senior at Pacific Tech. QRAND OPERNING
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cruited students to fulll} his own selfish ends.
- ‘There ave flve young principals, three of them students Hatha-
way cxploits: Smart-aleck, wise-cracking Chris Knight (Val
Kilmer), whose manner Is a defense ogainst academic burnout;
recently recruited and very young (even for a freshman), 15-year-
old Mitch Taylor (Gabe Jarret); and ex-teacher’s pet Kent To-
rokvei (Robert Prescott), reduced to near-servant status since
Mitch arrived on campus.

THE OTHER TWO lcads, byperkinetlc engineering studeat Jor-
dan Cochran (Michelle Meyrink) and dropout Laslo Hollyfeld
(Jonathan Gries), who lives in the college’s steam tunnels, comple-
ment one another: she has too much energy and personality and be
has none,

1t is all very well to say that's good characterization. As a mat-
ter of fact, it was elther too much or too little and, as with all but
Chris Knight, the characters in this film have no dimension. Pro-
fessor Is a At egotist with no
redeeming qualities. Kent, his toady, bas only one dimension.
Mitch ls fust there and the rest of the local genluses act like refu-
gees from Mr. Kotter’s classroom. .

Effoctive comedy and satire present characters and situations
that appear real. To do 80, one needs characters that are human,
that have good and bad features. Chris Knight is the only one who
meets those criteria in “Real Genlus.” His defense agalnat academ-
ie burnout and the problems genius brings is flippancy and appar-
ent dlslnterest in everything (except sex). Kilmer plays it sharp
and snappy and has most of the film’s clever dialogue, well-deliv-
cred.
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One of the film's potentially funniest scenes is underdeveloped
to the polut that it just ksn't funny, The bumor possible In a reading
room fllled with students intensely studying for finals is lost be- = -
cause the long shota presented never let the audlence feel the ten-
sion, as close-ups would have. When one student finally goes beserk
under pressure, o laughs; again, because of long shots, the andl-
ence never sees or feels released tension as a contrast to bullt-up

pressures. .
At the other end of the spectrum, it Isn't funny to take an old
joke and drag it out. Such overdevelopment telegraphs the punch-
* line and the audience gets bored walling for the obvious, Students
leave tape decks to record the professor’s lecture, He, In turn, gets
tired of lecturing to tape recorders and tape records hin lecture for
the students’ tape recorders. Funny, huh? Maybe as & one-liner, but

not here with so much screen time devoted to the build-up.
THE UNDER and overdeveloped loose ends are characteristic
“Real Genlus,” with Mitch's search for Laslo in the closet leav-

ing us all somewhat confused and disintarested.

Mitch finally detects the secret of his closet's trapdoor (for such
a bright kld, it sure takes hlm a long time to figure it out) and ho
discovers the steam tunnels where Laslo lives, He takes a ride
down there on a very expensive funicular railway and the scene
cuts to something else. Why bother with all that for no apparcat
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FILM FESTIVAL

The Oetroit Science Center brings back the excitement of 5
favorite fims in our 67 ¥ foot domed screen SPACE THEATRE.

SHOW #1
¢ HAIL COLUMBIA » ERUPTION OF MOUNT
ST HELEN'S « ATMOS

reason?
Why Laslo is down there, what he's doing and who's the blonde
that drops In and out of things locking for love with men of genlus

. SHOW #2
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Good for eny show listed sbove.

Qabe Jarret is Mitch Taylor, a bright, young freshman ¢ U o
L . 5020 John R Strest « Detroit, Mi 48202 « 577-8400 . D

who joins in clever pranks with other campus genluses.




