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Dilemma
Harger House’s fate
hangs in the balance

Cantlnued from Page 1
Historical commisslon chalrwoman
Jean Fox waa the flrst to be called be-
fore council. She made a plea for his-
torleal architecture in Yght of the fu-
ture. “It 1s a house that will always
stand 2s a tving legacy,” she satd,

Fox showed slides of restored Greek
Revlval houses In southeastern Michi-
gan to exhiblt the beauty of preserved
and maintained historical dwellings.
Her Intention was to show the council
and community members what Farm-
ington Hills might also bave i the
Harger House were saved. Fox polnted
out the house’s large broad-ax cut
stones and triangular Greek-inspired

Club Estates, cxplained that of the sub-
dlvision's 108.232 acres which has been
divided into 194 lots, “there’s an extra
acre no longer needed In zoning the ex-
isting open-space plan.”

The house is In the center of this acre
in the zoned open space. Contrary to
other subdlvision residents who made
anti-preservation and anti-patilic-use
remarks, Blizman believes a communi-
ty use for the house would “enhance the
communlty and the Hunt Club subdlvi-
slon.” Blizman suggested that the Jay-
cees might be good occupants.

“WE DON'T HAVE a home,” Walter
Reddlg, outgolng president of -the
Farmington Artists’ Club, said. Reddlg
was he first speaker to offer a specific
plan for the bouse. "“We must look at
the children yet to be born and save
{the house) as a symbol for our children
to see” Reddlg continued by making
pleas for art, architecture and commu-
nlty. Artists who already have an ex-
pressed affinity with acsthetics would
be most concerned with restoring and
preserving the house, Reddig said. He

out a tentative proposal for the
Artlsts' Club adoptlon of the house to
counclimembers.

“The residents feel the house ls
worth saving, and they should be com-

The Harger House was a famillar sight to Farmington Hills residents

debated.

buildings,” Ray Boujoulian, spokeper-
son for the subdivision residents, said.
“Iy's a nice old house,” he coniinued,
but “t is on the most desirable spot of

to any outside party,” Boujoulian sald,
as the audlence booed. Approximately
20 Hunt Club residents accompanied
Boujoullan to the hearing.

as partof a hqr-a boarding stable.

subdlvision acreage by default and is
attempting to find a major buyer. It
was only last July that Fox contacted
Allen and explained the house's histort-

RANDY BORST/stati photograp!

The future of the home Is being

they wiil be demolished by Standard:
Federal in the near future.

DEMOLITION BIDS have already

pensated for thelr land loss,” sald John  open space and it is a deterrent to that cal y decl- been ted for all the old buildi
Willlard, president of the Farmington open space.” Yoy all are looking ot the Harger alon must be voted on by residents and according to Allen. A revised plan for
Historlcal Soclety. He suggested that House with different eyes than Stan- (he successor to the builder, Allen sald, the open-space 1s under way, Whether

the Jaycees might be (he best proprie-
tors.

Jaycee representatives Mary Sand-
ers and Tom Buck made a presentation
highlighting Jaycee community service
programs. Like the Artlsts’ Club, the
Jnycees are also looking for & home
base where they could hold their six to
seven i T week.

pe 3
A community historieal library col-

‘New buildings are lection was suggested by Joan Barber,
never as aasthetic as “c mernbgr of sne H&pﬂu] Ml!)cl.;luict
’ ommlssion and an tern gan
the ones they mplace‘ Unlversity historical preservation
— Jack Faxon, graduate.
slate senator

lintels, before she Introduced state Sen-
ator Jack Faxon, D-Farmington Hills,

FAXON SAID that new bulldings
that are bullt where old ones once
stood, are “never as gesthetic aa that
which was destroyed” Faxon said that
the house's significance extends beyond
its "priceless architecture hecause 0s-
car Seally Harger, patriarch of the
dalry-farming family, was Farmington
Township supcrvisor in 1871, “And he
.was a Democrat,” Faxon added. This
‘comment galned hearty laughter from
{he audience and council members.

As the meeting progressed, the com-
Ic relief Inserted Into public comments
was less prevatent.

“This house epitomizes the rural as-
pect of the Farmington Hills area,”
Katherine Briggs, Farmington Hills
Historle Commission chair, sald. “It s
indicative of the lfe and customs oﬁ

A HISTORICAL RURAL classroom
or a school television studio were the
suggestions of Dave Litogot. He intro-
duced himself as the only teacher in the
Farmington school system who teaches
Michigan history.

A 2¢-year resident of Halsted foad
and o member of Historical Halsted
Homes (BHEH) sald her organization

would like the Harger House included
among the group of several other occu-
pled historic rural homes on Halsted
Road.

The Farmington Artists club has
great procurement potential, according
to membertnd past-president ‘Allce Ni-
chols, “We have grant potential” she
sald. “To procure a grant you have to
have a project.” The club has previous-
Iy been awarded Michigan Council for
the Arts grants for such programs as
senlor painting held at Mercy High
School. If the club were to obtaln the
house, chances of recelving a grant
toward restoration would be substan-

people in Farm! al, to Nichols.
Harger house s & “stunning example of The upbeat, salvationary mood of the
our heritage for our youth. ‘hearing changed In its second hour.

Paul Blizman, resident of the Hunt

“Wo twlce voted to raze all the (old)
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August Furniture
Sale i
Is Now Underway!

You now have the

added advantage of

a wide variety of

beautiful furniture.
Aisle after aisle of

fine furnishings

.. .easy to find and

sale-priced this month!

“PHE MOST deslrable acre In the
whole area,” should be “put off limits

dard Federal,” bank senlor officer Dur-
wood Allen sald. The bank Inberited the
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The barn's ailos were recently deemed
contaminated by health officlals and

Grace Hos

pen:
the house will be Included In this plan
basn't been determined, Allen said.
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