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Pair’s efforts for MDA span 12 years

By Barbara Hotfmeyer
special wrltor

It's a fact of life. Little boys grow up
and leave behind such entrepreneurial
adventures as the nelghborhood lemon-
ade stand or backyard carnlvals. But
with David Otls and Ernle Backalar,
the story s a different one.

The two 23-year-olds from Southfleld
began thelr odyssey 12 years ago in a
neighbor’s backyard,

“Ernfe was 10 when be approached
Jerry and Judie Weisman for the use of
thelr backyard for an MDA (Muscular
Dystrophy Assoclation) carnival,” sald
Otls. “That carnival got ecveryone
hooked, and we've been at It ever

since,

Otls jolned forces with Backalar
three vears after the first carnival
when both boys were 13, and together
they've ralsed more than $65,000 for
MDA over a 12-year span.

This year is no exception. With Back-
alar working from Chleago where he's
currently lving, Otis 19 responsible for

Commitment

the majority of the planning and coor-
dinating for the 1985 MDA fund-ralser.

‘Working as the Bedford Area Citi-
zens For Muscular Dystrophy, the two
men have developed a “Las Vegas
Night” event that has proven successful
for the lnat three years,

“We sollcit the donation of space
from an area establishment and put to-
gether a Las Vegas atmosphere that in-
cludes all the Vegas-style games,” Otls
said.

BESIDES THEIR yearly fund-raiser,
Otls and Backalar devete other time
and energies to MDA. Both men partic-
ipate in MDA Summer Camp, a camp-
ing cxperience for youngsters with
muscular dystrophy, Held at Lake
Huron Methodist Camp in Lexlngton,
Mich,, MDA Summer Camp provide
dystrophic patienls the opportunity to
{lsh, swim, boat and do other summer
recreationnl activitles they otherwise
would not be able to enjoy.

Everything at camp Is adapted to
make It easy for MD patlents to make

the most of the experience, Volunleers
such as Backalar and Otis are each as-
signed to a patient in a wheelchair or
walker, Additionally, the men coordl-
pate and operate the Farmington-Novi
telephone center used during the na-
tional Jerry Lew!s MDA Telethon.

“I'm pretty much it this year,” sald
Otis when asked how many people
were Involved with the planning and
producing of Las Vegas Night. “With
Ernle in Chicago, most of the actual
work 15 left up tome.”

Wayne alumni return
to Fountain Ballroom

Wayne State Unlversity alumni whll
return to the Fountain Ballroom of the
Masonic Temple for a Golden Annlver-
sary Dance Saturday, Sept. 21, It is the
same place the first Wayne Unlversity
Alumnl Asseciation dance was beld in
1935,

Alumni are planning a speclal week-
end to commemorate the S0th annlver-
sary of the Alumni Assoclation, the re-
union of the 1935-36 class, and the 25th

SAVE BIG!

ON SU‘PERPRINTS.!“

But it looks like Otis is well on hls
way despite Backalar's absence.

THIS YEAR'S VEGAS cvent s
scheduled for this Saturday at the Tel-
Twelve Mall in Southfleld. The bash be-
gins at 9 p.m. and is scheduled to run
until 1:30 a.m, Sunday. Admission is $5
and 4ncludes $2 In chips. A cash bar
will be available all evening and par-
tyg(ﬁn must be 18 or older to enter.

A d-ral

Golf outing benefits |
retired IHM nuns

The slxth anoual IHM Golf Outlng
will be Monday, Sept. 9, at Plum Ho}-
low Golf Club in Southfleld. Proceeda
will provide retirement income for the
nuns of the Immaculato Heart of Mary.

Ono hundred flity golfers will each
donate $275 to partlelpate in the day's
activitles, which begln at 11:30 a.m.
and inelude lunch, 18 holes of golf (Tex-
as Scramble), tails -and hors
d'oeuvres, dinner and a prize drawing.

In addition, an auction will be hetd

P from the fi
are donated to MDA.

annlversary of the opening of Alumni
House at WSU.
The 1935-36 closs will begin the

three-day celebration with an early

dinner for prizes such as the
use of a corporate jet and resort condo-
minjums, sponsors say. Hole sponsor-
ships are available for $550 and include
participation for one player.

Those unable to participate in the

golf actlvities may attend the 5:30 pm. -

cocktall hour and dinner for a donatlon
of $150. The guest speaker will be
Chuck Daly, head coach of the Detrait
Plstons.

CMI Corp., a computer, telecommun-

ications and aviatldn leasing and re-|:
marketlng company, 1s the major spon- .
sor of the event. According to q
chalrman and president, Edward Cher. |
ney, thls year’s outlng is expected to
raise moro than $40,000 for the THM|
Development Fund. :

“I'd like.to extend an invitation to
anyone who would like to participate to
the THM Golf Outing, whether they|
want to play gol, join us for cocktails
and dinner, donate an auction prize, or!
make a cash contribution,® Cherney
sald, “The outing benefits a fine chari-
ty, and IU's a lot of fun.”

Cherney 13 the chairman of the IHM
Development Fund, established in
1978,

Persons interested in participating in
the THM Golf Outing, attendlng the din.
ner and auction, or donating auctlon
prizes may contact Mike Demery, CMI
Corp., P.0..Box 2026, Bloomfield Hills,
48303, or catl 456-0000.

Friday evening reccption in Alumni
House,

Saturday events for the class of "35-
38 will include walking and movie
tours of the campus and a reception
and banquet with President David
Adamany as featured speaker.
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Northwest Blue Print presents:
DAY WIiTH PRISCILLA HAUSER

Saturday, August 17, 1935 trom 8:00 .. to 4:00 p.m.

at Northwes! Slue Priat » 13450 Farmington Rond

Uvanla, Michigan {soulh of Schoelcratt) B
Beapartolthe “magic”) PRISCILLA HAUSER, America’s “first lady” of Tole
and Decaralive painting, and host of THE MAGIC OF DECORATIVE PAINTING
{1 {1hawlng on Detrolt's own Channel 58) can teach you ta palnt, Hava you aver
wanted foearnhow ta palnt? You can, you know. Attt takes (3 tho desire toleara.

welci 3

the D ¢
the joy and “magic” of docoralive painting at DAY WITH PRISCILLA-LIVONIAL
For rexervations and furlher Intormation, please contact

o
Sharon or Nita et (313) 525-1990. Visa and MasterCard
ome. ’ R\ 4

And Just like on T.V., Priscliis Hauser heraslt will foach you in this fabulous,
one-day workshop. You beautiiul Chri i

1. Lot Prisclila Introduco you to

Pella

Sliding Doorwalls
(6 & 8 Foot Only).

10% Off

Installed Price
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HOURS: Mon.-Frl. 8:3010 5« Sa1, 10to 4
Evenings by Appolniment

Accessorlos
Always .
20% OFF .

Complimantary gift wrapping

sherwand studios . |

Tel-Twelve Mall 12 Mile & Telegraph, Southfleld i
Dally 10-9, Sunday 125 354~90690 P
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