Choices:

By Michsie Qlance

School selectionis
- simplified with help

and scholarship pmcadum cantakeup  Many high school students aro fright-

staff writor a ot of time, Concannon safd. ened by the idea of golng to college but
By uslog tho services of an educa. are afraid to admit it.

S THE BEGINNING of the school tlonn] consultant, parents can save “Every student, from the A student

year draws nearer each day,

high school juniors nnd

senlors are forced to confront
important decisions about college.

Some students have known since
middle school what college they want
to attend. But for others, choosing a
college scems ke such a big step —
they are terrified of making the wrong
choice.

As an admisslons counselor at the
Universlty of Michigan for nine years,
John Concannon saw many students
who were overwhelmed by the transl-
tlon from high school to college.

“Too often, they were getting the in-
{ormation they needed too late,” Con-
cannen aid.

- So he declded to become a full-timo

From his West Bloomfleld office, Con-

cannon advises area high school atu-

dents on strategies they need to combat

pov,endnl problems in college before
arise.

"I think it can be advantageous for a
student who's considering certaln types
of schools,” said Courtney Carr, a gui-
danco counselor at West Bloomfield
High School when talking abeut educa-
tlonal consultants, “Students who are
consldering schools out-of-atate or ot
of the Midwest area might beaeflt from
using such a service,

“But If they're golng to school within

thelr own state, (hey can probably get 521

afl the information they need from
their high school counselor,” Carr sald.

KEEPING TRACK OF college ca-
trance test requirements, deadlines for
eollege applications and financial atd

time and provent thelr children from
makiog a mistake, he sald,

“One family had seven college nppll~
catfons sltting on thelr kitchen
whesi I weat over,” Concannon uld. '1
could tell by looking at the student’s
transcript and test scores that he
wouldn't have a chance of belng ac-
cepted at five of them.

*Tae other two he had a reasonable
chance of belng accepted at,” he sald,
*At 920 an application, that saved him
a lot of money right there. Plus, that
saves the college sentor from getting
those rejection letters In the mall. They
can really hurt a senlor’s ego.”

“THE MOST IMPORTANT thing for
getting Into a good college lx to take o
college prepatory program,” Concan-
non sal

Callexe-bo\uld students should be
taking four to five academlc courses
every year, he sald, They should have a
solld backgrouad it science, English,
£omlgn language, socinl studies and

umanities,
“Sometlmes I don't see a student un-
i} he's almost from high

to the C student, bas doubts, fears and

concerns about golng to college,” Con- §

cannon

Not knowing what they want to ma-
jor In frightens many college-bound
senlors, Concannon Bays,

SOCIETY SOMETIMES pressures
seniors into making a premature decl-
sloo, he sald,

“Belleve me, 80 percent of college- |

bound senlors don't know what they
want to go into,” he sald. “And that's
K.

“When them that, they always
breathe 2 blg sigh of relief because no
one's told them that before,” he sald,

At Southfield High School, freshman
utudeuu meet with a career speclalist
to take a realistic look at their {nter-
ests and abllities and the job market,
Paul Rubenstein, tha school's dlrector
of guidance, said.

“The information is thea coordinated

with a counselor 8¢ we can sce i .

they’re taking the right courses to meet
their goals,” Rubenstein sald.
Two students who are now college
and have used C:

school,” Concannon sald. “And if they
haven't taken college preparatory
classes, It's too late to change,

“But if there's younger brothers or
slsters, you can be sure the parents will
make sure they take those classcs,” he

Starting to plan a college education
when the student s in junlor high
school s ideal, Concannon sald. That
way the quality of their academic
classes and thelr grades can be moni-
tored carcfully.

services say they're glad they did.

Chuck Stefano of West Bloomfleld
opted to go to the University of Michl-
gan; Mike Forberg of Bloomfleld Hills
decided Mlchlgan State University was
right for him.

Looking back on thelr high school
years, they had several polnters for
college-bound students.

“Have a s¢t plan,” Stefano snid, “Be
organized right from your freshman
year 80 you know what courses to take
and what not to slack off in.”

| ant John Concannon

Educational consult-

confers with Mike

sm- Unlurllly.
used Concan
services when h-
was deciding where
to pursue a

degree. ,
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