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Area teen expiores West German culture

By Victoria Ns|jar
spoclal writer

Greenpeace, acid rain, new wave
music, politles and good grades are the
major concerns of tecn-agers in West
Germany, says Trudy McGeachy of Un-
lon Lake who recently returned from a
once-month atay.

McGeachy was onc of 28 German
Club students from Walled Lake Cen-
tral High Scheol who left for Garbsen,
West Germany, in June,

Trudy traveled at the helght of the
Middle East hljacking crisls. Two days
after her group landed at the Frankfurt
Airport, a terrorist bomb exploded
there.

The students began thelr visit by
meeting their German “families™ at the
host school, the Gymnaslum Garbsen.
McGeachy's “parents” were Zlegfried
and Eva Mena Kunze and their chil-
dren, Karola, 17, Ollver, 18, and Bettl-
na, 20, Her real parcnts are Yvonne
and Duane McGeachy.

Everyday lfe in Garbsen ia qulet,
McGeachy sald, Her host father is a
pastor in the local Lutheran church,

“Everybody bikes. Ninety-eight-
year-old women are out there blking.
After a while it gets In your blood. If I
didn't bike one day, I would really miss
It. You never see a fat person, Every-
one ecats so healthy and bikes so much,
Lbf‘:‘/'n: in great shape” McGeachy
sald.

Each family cultivates its own large
vegetable garden, she d. Alm
noze of the mothers work outside the
home. They prepare fresh vegetables
each day; meat s expenaive and served
sparingly. The family ate casserole and
stews and lots of home-baked bread.

“None of the cakes or cookies were
sweet though,” sald McGeachy. *The
cakes are loaded with plums and other
fresh frult.”

NOTHING IS consumed between
meals, McGuchy sald. The main meal
Is served at 1 p.m, The parcnts and
children meet mlddny for the large dln-

08t

ner. A very light meal is consumed in
the evening, usually black bread and
cbeme

ulds are consumed warmn, Inelud-
lng mllk Relrigerators arc very small,
McGeachy observed.

“They don’t use many spices; the
food ia really bladd,” she sald. And fast
food I8 practically unheard of.

The family waa very anxious to prac-
tice their English, and McGuchy spent
most of her time speaking En,

*“The tecn-agers love to lean Engllnh
stang,” she said, adding that they use
the wot "awwzme," “great,” and

“nnturally” a lot. Many of these stu-
dents picked up slang while here in the
states for a visit last summer. The
slang sticks, McGeachy sald.

One Inleresilng social custom
McGeachy witnessed while she attend-
ed a concert was that people dld not
apptaud; they rapped their knuckles on
table tops Instead.

NATURAL SEEMS to be the key
word, McGeachy sald. Natural foods,
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pInnly of exerclse and fresh air.

‘The girls wear no mekcup. Even a
large ball we went {o, the girls wore no
makeup or very little,” said McGeachy,

'l;he:;’l z:ub:n eml in blunt-cut
atyles £3. are oot
e thing, she said. ¥ perma

Aud fashlon? People own few
clothes, McGeachy sald. Quality not
quantity fs struud. Most familles [o
‘West Germany do not own a washing
machine, so an outfit is worn many
times before it i3 handwashed and hung
outatde to dry.

Water Is ( by sald.

from thelr achoolruom English,
McGeachy sald.

‘They plny *lots of new wave — De-
pecha Mode and Violent Femme,” she
sald. “They're more intd dance. They
g0 to discos often.”

*Although they are allowed to drink
at the age of 18, most teens don't,”
McGeachy sald.

“They do not understand our fascina-
tion with getting drunk. Beer Ls like pop.
to them. It's no blg thrill. They only
drink !f they are thirsty or if they like
the drInk. sho sald.
there are “more laid

Most people bathe only once a week,
although McGeachy's host family ll-
lowed ber the luxury of a dally shower.

JOBS ARE SCARCE, 50 !t's rare to
nnl::I a tecn with a part-time job, she
sald.

“They don't nced money anyway,”
sald McGeachy. “They can't drive until
they are 18, they don‘t buy junk food.
They have pot-luck home partles.”

‘They do not sce many movies (movie
houses are few and far between) and
they do not “ever spend the night at
anyone’s house; It Is considered taboo,”
said McGeachy,

But they have one thing In common
wilh American teens: They love musle,
“They are big music lovers, these Ger-
mans,” said McGeachy, Bruce Springa-
teen's “Born in the US.A” album 1 a
favorite. They understand the lyrics

The g
back,” sald McGeachy, “They are not
nearly as materialistic as we are, They
are more intercated in music and potl-
tlca. They view American wewngcn as
belng uninformed politically.”

Greenpeace, the international eavi-
ronmental group, is a major

in West Germany, McGeachy sald.

“There are Greenpeace rallles at
most of the large cliies. In Hanover,
large posters readlng ‘Save the Whales’
are everywhere, Environmentalism is
a major concern, Thousands of acres of
lush German forests are dead from the
effects of acld rain,” she sald.

SEEING THE Berlln Wall was real-
Iy an eye-opener, McGeachy said.

*First you see large signs printed in
German which say, ‘Warning!' ‘Halt!,’
she sald, “There are cement towers
with buge guns sticking out of them.

Trxdy McGeachy
The fence s electrifled. Lights are
scanning every minute.”

Although McGeachy did not travel
into East Germany, she spoke with stu.
dents who bad. “They told me every-
thing there Is drab and colorless. The
restaurant food is mess-hall slop. The
border guards make you buy a certaln
amount of East German moaey. Thece
wns nothlng the students wanted to buy

80 they gave thelr money to the chil-
dren in the streets,” she sald. .
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Manager Richard Lampli, the new divi-
slon s responsible for bullding permits,
inspections, code eaforcement, housing
retabilitation, planning and communl-
ty deve]npmenL

FARMINGTON — CONSIDERED a
developed community — lssued nine
permits for slogle-family houses and
one for commercial so far this year,
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