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‘Going to See the Elephant’ needs stronger focus

The Michigan premiere produc-
tion of “Going to Sce the Elephant,”
presented by the Actors Alliance
Theatre Company, continues at 8:30
p.m. Fridays, 5:30 and 9 p.m. Satur-
days and 6:30 p.m. Sundays, at Ly-

cee International in Southfield. For
ticket information, call the box off-
ice at 642-1326 2.9 p.m. Fridays-Sun-
days.

“Going to See the Elephant,” the sea-
son opener at the Actors Alliance The-
lm is @ plithy gift from the heartland
t is at times moving and at other
Umu lacking En Integrated focus,
The play speaks with an

on muscular forcarms and her outspo-
ken eyebrows set for survival, Beverly
Markowltz Baunoch a3 Ma seems capa-
ble of turning back any marauding
wolves or Indlans that get in ber way.
Her daughter-in-law, Sara, the preg
nant earth mether, has no yi g8 to
wander. She just wants to get the wash-
ing hung, the cow milked and the chil-
dren raised; she's the Martha to Ma's

Mary.

“The world wight as well end 40
miles down the road,” she saya.

Annctte DePetris plays Sara as a
woman who endures like a tree rooted
in the wind-swept land. Sara may lack
curlosity and but DePetris

hnnuty that sticks n memory — a
good show with both mind and heart,
but far from & great one. The weakness
1fes not in the generally rock-solld per-
formance by the four actresses who
play women on the unforgiving Kansas
pralrle, nor in Jeff Nahan's controlted
directing.

The play was developed In 1982 by
six women at the Angeles Reperto-
ry Theatre. Six authors. There's the
rub. What emerges is an intriguing
study on a theme with four divergent
voices and no master artist overscelng
the whole,

An explanation of the title of this
fugue In four volces explalns the theme
as well, “Going to See the Elephant” re-
fers to the quest for adventure and the
price people pay for following visions
and hungering to sce strange wonders.

“IT’S A VISION that keeps you
allve, says Ma Wheeler, the tough
homesteader and sell-taught doctor
who s the chlef defender of “pure
buman curlosity,” “You gotta keep tur-
nin' the pages,” she saya as she makes
plans to move on to Colorado.

With her homespun sleeves rolled up

makes us respeet her as a survivor
with a strong core of human decency.

‘Then there’s Eta, a neighbor who's
half woman, balf r.hlld‘ She's a wound-
ed blrd who's paid the price of going to
sece the clephant. Wendy Susan Hiller
lets anxlety from Eta's dark past em-
erge as fluttery distraction and child-
like byperactlvity. Except for a bit too
much nervous wiplng of her hands,
Hiller’s Eta comes across a3 8 touch:
ingly genulne lost soul,

Mrs, Nichols is the fourth volee in
the quartet. She's an Eastern intellec-
tual, an 1deallst on the rebound from a

tal trek that went sour
when the Uloyinn community she and
her husband jolned folded from discnse
and hunger. Her ineffectual husband
}lu offstage groaning as Ma doctors his
over,

HER REFINED way, Mrs. Ni-
chols loathes the brutal land that bas
taken her son, shattcred her dreams
and made her see her busband as a
weakllng. Se much for going to see ele-
phants. They’re brutal uncivllized
beasts, Mary Bremer as Mrs. Nichols
admirably relns in her character's

upcoming
things to do

©® OUTDOOR CONCERT

“Thriller,” a show presented by a
14-plece group, will be offered as the
last “Summer Nlghts® Concert of the
season from 5:30 p.m. to 12:30 am.
Friday, Sept. 13, poolside at the Troy
Hilton Inn. Featuring song and dance,
“Thriller” is a tribute to Michacl
Jackson, Lionel Ritchie and Prince.
This will be the last Summer Nights
party. There will be no cover charge
for the cvenlng, sponsared by radio
station WNIC.

® FALL TERM
QOpen registration for fall term ’85
will be 2-8 p.m. Saturday-Sunday,
Scpt. 14-15, at WIII-0-Way Apprentice
in Birmin, . Classes In

days; adult evening classes, Sundays-
esdays. For further Informatlon,

call 644-4418 or drop by the acting

school's new locatlon at 2253 Cale.

© CHAMBER WINDS

The Detrolt Chamber Winds will
perform at 8 p.m. Friday, Sept. 20, at
the Wallace F. Smith Performing
Arta Theatre on the Oakland Commu.
ity College campus in Farmington
Hlils. The concert will follow an op-
tional prepcrfamame dinner at 8:30
.pm. prepared by the Cullnary Arts
Department. Tickets for the dinner/
concert combination are $16.50 per
person. Tickets for the concert only
are $9 per person. Senlor citizens will
recelve a $1 t. For reserva.
tions, call the box ofﬂce at 471-7700,

® LOVING CUP
Danny, lene, Steve and Bret,
who comprlu the Loving Cup, per-
form Tuesdays-Saturdays throu,
Sept. 28 at Sasay’s lounge on the main
floor of the Southfield Hollday Inn.

@® CARILLON RECITAL

Road in Bloomfleld Hills,

@ FiLM SEABON
Twi

Stevo Camp wiil give a Chrlis-

tian m concert at 7:30 p.
today at the Atlen Park Munic
pal Auditorium.

@ CHRISTIAN MUSIC

Steve Camp, Christian music star,
will appear in concert at 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 12, at the Allen Park
Municipal Auditorium, south of I-94.
Paul Ruchl of Dearborn will be the
warmup artist. Tickets at $8 are
available at local Christlan ticket
outlets and at the door.

® VICTORY CONCERT

The Men's Glee Club of Wayne
State University will present a Victo-
ry Concert at 8:15 p.m. Friday, Sept.
13, at Orchestra Hall in Detroit. It
will be recorded as a part of the glee
club's 1985 record album. The Men's
Glea Club won the world .champlon-
ship in the male cholr divislon of the
International Musical Eisteddfod in
Llangollen, North Wales, this sum-
mer, General admisaion tickets are
$5; students and.senlor citizens, $3.
For more informatlon, call WSU at
577-2818,

® BENEFIT CONCERT
Seeond shy Boy and the Miss-
wu! in a benefit con-
oen Friday, Sepl. 13, at St. Andrew's
Hall in Detroit. Doors open at 9 p.m.
mdpnmmunbe 18 or older to
All p g0 to henefit
Wnym State Unlversity radio station
WAYN. Advance tickets at $3 are
available at the WSU Bookstore and
at 1t's the Ritx In Birmingham. Ad-
mizsion Is $4 at the door. For more

information, call 577-4200.

[ ] OAKWAY BYMPHONY
Spectacular® will be|
pruenled by Oakway Symphony at 3,
p.m. Snmhy, Sept. 29, In the Activi-
ties Center at Madonna College in'
Livoola, Pedmnlna with the orches.
tra will be Maria Del Carmen and the
G Espana, Making bls orchestral
debnt is violinist Patrick Foloyiphy-

or 3251 Schoolcraft Road,

48150, En!znainment c:mm
should be open to 3 A
erence s clm {nformation.
about residents of, or events with-
in, the circulation area of the 12
Observer & Eccentric newspapers.

Cathie

Breidenbach

emotion and lets it out in small painful
snatches 80 It can't get loose and carry
her beyond reason.

Four women dominate the stage In
this play, but there are powerful play-
ers In the picce that the audience never

’I‘Iiere's the Jand — harah and beauti-
ful with renegade Indians, locusts,

wolves and ruthless winters. However .
bountlful and spacious the Kansas prajs+

rie must have been a few years afted ©

the Civil War, it was still a lethal place
that killed or destroyed anyone who
wasn't strong,

God is another unseen player. He
created the glories of the pralrie; it Is
He who glves life and takes awny

agaln, and the humans in the piece are
bound elther to His mastery as
Mrs, Nichols does or to accept His wlll
23 Sara does,

Men, the other half of the buman
race, are unseen hut not absent Ln “Ele.
phnnu" and the verdict on them s
mixed. Mr. Nichols is certalnly a wipe-
out-and I we take Ma's word for it, her
busbarid was a bit of a scoundrel. Not
20 the absent Josh, Ma's son and Sara's

busband, He's a survivor, & strong man
they depend on.

The play ls feminist only In that it
speaks with the voices of four women
who tell how it waa for them back In
1871 when Kansas was a raw land fit
only for the strong. And what of fhe
theme? Surely the hunger for adven-’
ture and the need to follow dreams la a
buman yearning. Both men and women
reap the glory and both pay the price.

i

God is another
unseen player

K

ENTERTAINMENT GUIOE

@Fﬂ I

Treat yourself 10 a special weckend at che Michigan Inn. For only 565
fer n\;hl. youcan n be In xhenm:rul:v:mlllnm yetaway | rmm

uummrpool wo lenml mum
s3unav, £5ecHe roum ant

lﬂl out of state.

MORI
For mmauom. all !s%sm or 1-800-492-3440 In Michigan and

4wl h: cconomica), carcfree and very speclal,

f% //'(7// vy

6400, L Hudson el
Snmhﬂc(d Michigan 4ﬁﬂ75

r
the Red Parrot o parsy et sy

andlocal iaves not inluded, Offer

— TR
,&ﬁﬂ ' KEEGO TWIN CINEMA N
e THEATRE WEEKEKD » tonoma " OnOrchord Lake Road at Cass Leke Rd, [
OCT, 48, $1-13, From 8 1% Milos W. of Telegraph » 682~-19000 | . .
+ ORCHESTRA BEAT» RLT. uamacoacu $ 129 v PP 3| Kln)ono Qriental SPa
< 2NIGHTS PLAZA 1l HOTEL, » M ALL SEATS *1*° SUN-THURS X
S EnBE S BATES ADAIABLE rroo. | M 1. Silvarado (PG 13) W QRAND OPENING
THEATHE WEEKEND « CHICAGO H 1. Songwriter (R) . ALL ORIENTAL STAFF
: : anownan M|, e,
+ 3 EOMPLETE OINNERS Cm‘roun 2 15 . St. Elmo’s Fire (R) ’ e sECUZI © STEAM ROOM
HTS AQOHILTON » .
. B RCHETRA BEATS FOR GATO p.p. DBL. { FREE ADMISSION . 24445 Telegraph RY, » Southfield, ML, 48075 # 3344022+ O
TOURS A g Py [RE acoisaion when * (South of 10 Mile Acrots from McDoaald's) “|
‘BERKLEY Ty 559.8620. P _(winsa)re. Sun. G .

Presents N
SUNDAY BREAKFAST BRUNCH BUFFET
10:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Selection of Juices
Fresh Fruic Bowl
Scrambled Eggs, Sausage, Bacon
Lyonnaise Potatoes
Buteeemilk Biscuits, Corned Beef Hash
Sauteed Chicken Livers, Chicken a la King
Assortment of Machus Danish Coffee Cakes
. Muffins
All-You-Care-To-Eat, Just $6.93 Adulis » $3.30 Children (Under 10)

Call 6426900 for Reservations Now
725 South Hunter Blvd., Bitmingham
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