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Fame is fine as long
as it's limited to $5

EAN KOBANE wasn't upset, vindlctive
or vengeful. He was just confused.
Kobane had fintshed playing his first
Observer & Eccentric/Whispering
Willows Golf Clazsle. He had done exceptionaily
well, flring & 73 Saturday and a 75 Sunday. His
148 total missed the outright championship by one
measly stroke — Jerry Thomas won with a 147.
Kobane's outing was reasan for joy, but there
he stood, bewildered.
R Which goes to prove Lhat excellence can be

gt _ 1y when the
Schoal Athletic Association (MHSAA) ks somchow
involved.
Kobanc is a member of Livonla Churchlll’s goif
team. He would do nothing to endanger either his
own or hls team's standing.

AND YET, oo Sunday he held something that
could threaten both.

1t was a plaque. A blank, brass-colored
rectangle was pasted below the ligure of a golfer,
frozen in mid-swing. On the bottom of the plaque
was Inscribed, "Second Place, Championship
Flight." All that was lacking was a name to fill
the brass-colored plate.

Kobane's tightly deserved to be there. A 16-
year-old kid, still a junior in high school, had
bettered all but one of them.

No one could argue — except the MHSAA, of

course.

Rules, rules. That's al! the MHSAA 1s, really.
1t’s an association that governs 800-plus junlor
and scnior high schools — by the rules, for the
rules, nothing but the rules,

Kobane's dilemma was whether to accept the
plaque. Why? Because the MHSAA has rules
regarding prizes, trophics, medals, ctc., ete.

HE WAS worried it would jeopardlze hls high
achool elgibility. And he was detormined to do the
right (hing as defined by the MEBAA.

“Anything worth more than §5 -~ not Including
the engraving — cannot be accepted,” was how
assistant MHSAA director Warren McKenzle
defined the association’s rule.

Why? "I we don’t hold it to a bare minimum, it
becomes a contest between sponsaring agencies,”
McKenzle explained, “We want to keep the budget
on Lrophles down. They can cost big bucks.”

1n other words, the MHSAA is fearful that high-
priced, shiny trophies or awards will crop up
everywhere. Expense will be disrcgarded a3
unsavory promoters compete to entice nalve high
school youth to partake in thelr tournament,
briblng them. Good heavens — our whole amateur!
athletic code Is in danger!

Pardon the sarcasm. But this bellef scems
pretty hollow.

FIRST, I DON'T believe a financlally-
profitable market exists in high school athletles.
Few {If any) high schoo athletes are a big cnough
draw (0 be worth investing large sums of money
in promoticn.

Second, the rule's cost limit is ridiculous. I
mean, §57 You've got to be kidding! Most high
achool kids spend more than that on burgers at
McDonald's — two hours after dinoer.

And third, the MHSAA has left 5o many
Toopholes in its rule that bypasaing it is child's
play. Deciding which route to take wouldbea
more difficult decision.

For ooe thing, ane sponsar’s $5 trophy can be a
helluva lot bigger than someone else’s. Who's to
say they didn't get a great buy? Heck, the kid can
even come back to pick up his trophy after his
high achool season. But — and this Is just between
you and me — if he speaked It home before I'll bet
B0 one would know,

A third alternative s even provided by — of all

sources — the MHSAA.

‘It i3 passible that an award (worth more than
$5) can be given,” sald McKenzie, "but ithas tobe
glven to the school and put oo display In the
‘school’s trophy case, If it goes to the school, jtean
be half as big a3 the Empire State Bujlding."

hiscoach

relnstated him Monday.

mtwdpn(tymwxmmﬂn
didn't want to risk his elgibllity. Be didn't want to
be a court case. He didn’t want to change any-- -
rules. He just wanted to obey them so be could
play golf.

Which, when all was sald and done, made bix
decision simple. Play it safe and above board,
follow the MASAA's decree - whatever it might
be — to tha letter. 1f the plaque is worth more
than $5 (it ian't), don't accept it

CONSIDERING HIS ultimate goal {to continve
playing for Churchill), that was the smariest
move. The MHSAA has redeflned Inflexibility.

There is 0o room for exceptions. The only
colors visible to the MESAA are black and white.
All rules must be interpreted the same way for
everyone. No beoding atlowod.

Mﬂdd.lty.md!.nnmlthmﬂ
cracks. And a lot can fall through those cracks.

The rule regarding prizes Is laden
s
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Jerry Thomas shot a biistering 69 in the opening round of the OAE

ond champlonship.

Mens Golt Tournament Saturday and held on Sunday for his sec-

Ocelot kickers best
an old nemesis, 5-3

Schoolcraft College men's Boccer
coach Van Dimitriou knew bls team
was solid. There was only one factor he
was concerned about, a key element in
any champlonship team's makeup. And
there was no way for Dimitriou to tell
If hls team possessed it or not, other
than by a test by flre,

Saturday, Dimitriou got hls arswer.
The Ocelots visited bitter rival Ma-
comb CC and came away with a come-
{from-behind 5-8 victory in both team's
Reglon XI opener.

Opening the Reglion XII season with
such a game concerned Dimitriou, but
s0 did his team. He necded to know how
they would react to adversity.

He found out. After John Gelmisi
gave the Ocelota a 1-0 Jead on a penalty
kick enrly in the game, Macomb scored
thmv:uslnlghl goals, two by Dan Yava-
novskl,

DIMITRIOU ENEW about Yova-
novski, 0 early in the game he bed
Rick Hamers mark him. But taking
‘Hamers out of his normal midfield po-
xltion hurt the team's offense, £o Dimi-

triou switched back to the Ocelots' nor-
mal defense,

The move backfired when Yova-
novski scored twlce in the next 10 min-
utes and assisted on a third as Macomb
took & 3-1 Jead at halftime.

Dimitriou was unconcerned. “We re-
grouped at the half,” he sald. “I could
see our confidence growing.”

Hamers went back to shadowing Yo-
vanovski, and Abe Yaffal filled in at
midfield In the second hall. The move
paid off quickly when Yaffal converted
a Gelmisl pass to cut the deflcit to 3-2.

Yalfal then popped a perfect chip-
shot pass to Joe Novak, who buried it to
knot the score at 3-all. Matt Pace did
the rest of the damage for Schooleraft,
blistering in a direct kick from 19
yards out for a 4-3 lead, then hammer-
ing home a crossing pass from Novak.

“Needless to say, it was a very con-
vinelng come-from-behind win at thelr
place,” sald Dimlitriou. “It really
helped our confidenco to know that we
could come back like that and win.”

The victory improved the Occlots
record to 3-0-1. Lakeland CC visits
Schoolcralt at 1 p.m. Saturday.

OU stunned in tourney

The soccer season is off to a sour
start at Oakland Unlversity.

The Pioneers were inexperienced at
several key positions last year and ex-
pected to struggle. Early in the season
they did but rallied to finish 16-3-1 and
earn a berth in the NCAA Division I

t.

tournament

Thls year nearly everyone returned
— only two starters graduated — 30
OU was expected to be even better.
That wasa't the case last a8
the Pioneers lost 1.0 to East
Stroudsburg in the first round of the
Natlonal Invitational Soccer Tourna-
ment, which OU

The Ploneers followed Saturday’s
dismal defeat with a flat performance

In Sunday’s copsola-

tion flnals, dropping a 3-2 decislon.
The doable sethack left OU at 1.3 for
the young season. The Piooeers won
thelr season opener last Wednesday 2-1
over University of Windsor, ‘l
partic-

wnnmzs:gtmy'alf
Sunday’s cham-
plmﬂmmpm':'u taped by Ih'o Am

SpuruSyawm(PASS)nndwﬂlbeule-
visad Friday, That game was supposed
to feature OU against Davis and El-
kinz, both ranked among the top 10 Di-
vision II teams.

East Stroudsburg ruined that plan
with a stingy defense that proved too
much for OU in Saturday’s tourney
opener, The Ploneers had several scor-
Ing chances early but fatled to capita®

Ize.
Elllst.rwdsbumbmhlhemd&
duel when' senior back Rich Yuro
blistered .a shot past OU goalkeeper
Paul Larkin 13 minutes Lato the secood
balf, Freshman midfielder Kevin Ba-
OU outsbot East Stroudsburg 137
bnlm}dn'tmvmmlhm

IN SUNDAY'S GAME, the Pioneers
S ot b oo or Brvgport =
or —
but they couldn't mvumﬂ
built a 3-0 lead before OU scored.
The Plooeers’ goal came with
Just 11:39 Jeft. Mark Christian scored
on an assist from Brian\Fitsgerald.

PY.. | Birdie spree nets O&E title

Livonian Thomas scorches

By C.4. Rlssk
statf wrltor

Jerry Thomas followed a short, pop-fly drive
with @ hooked iron that curved well right of the
green, far enough off course Lo prompt him to hit 8
second ball in case his first landed over the fence
and out of play,

Not exactly the best way to finlsh a tournament,
particularly for the leader. Thomas fired an out-
standing 69 In Saturday's opening round of the Ob-
server & Eccentric/Whispering Willows Golf Clas-
sic to forge a three-stroke Iead. But on Sunday, he
struggled.

“Everything that was golng in yesterday stayed
out today,” said the Livonla resident and 1976
Plymouth Szlem graduate after he finished Sun-
day's round with a 78 for a 147 total. “We'll just
have to sce how It stands up.”

With that Thomas took & seat on a bench at
Whispering Willows' clubhouse patio, mervously
awalting other champlonship flight acores. Thomas
had faltered badly Sunday and he knew it. What he
didn't know was whether bis three-stroke lead con-
structed In Saturday’s brilliant round would be
cnough.

IT WAS — barely, Thomas' second shot on 18 did
stay In bounds, coming to & halt between two bunk-
ers. He chipped to within 14 fect of the cup and two-
putted for a bogey five. His 147 earned him a one-
stroke victory over Dean Kobane, a junior at Livo-
nia Churchill. Jim Heriford of Farmington Hills
finished third at 148,

1t was Thomas' second O&E title. His first was in
1979, a victory he sald was very similar.

“When I won {in *78), I dld the same thing,” Thom-
as sald. “I made a lot of blrdica. Usually I don't do
that.”

‘What won it for Thomas was a hot streak mid-
way through Saturday's 18 holes, He chipped in at
No. 9 for a blrdle, reached the 10th green In two
and two-putted for another birdle and knocked in a
10-foot putt at 11 for his third straight sub-par hole.
At(ter a par at 12, Thomas collected another birdie
at 13.

“That stretch got me going,” he sald. “That string
made It for me.”

THOMAS’ 69 was the only round to break par
Saturday, desplte excellent playing conditions and
a field packed with past champions. Four other for-
mer O&E winners joined Thomas and 191 other
golfers to vic for honors.

But none provided a challenge. The defending
champlon, Nunzio Marino of Plymouth, flred an
opening-round 79 and failed to show Sunday; John

R \Vhispering Willows course

Van Vleck of F who set a
record 139 to win in 1983, was never a factor with
rounds of 83 and Bl for a 184,

Malt Wiley of Canton (1882) and Bllly Hlmm of
Livonla also never threatcned. Wiley shot 156,
white Himm flnished with a 154. Desplie the talent-
laden fleld, Sunday’s best round was Bob Urbat’s

n.

“It’s hard playing with the lead,” sald Thomas. I
dot't think anyone will tell you any differently. You
know it'a yours to win or lose.”

But 1t proved more difflcult to come from be-
hind, Heriford shot a 72 Saturday and tralled the
leader by three atrokes, but he coula.'t mount a
charge Sunday. He ended with a 77 and the know}-
:xdge that just two strokes separated him from the

tle.

But Heriford made no cxcuses. “Everybody can
say that,” he sald. “Everything I got I deserved.”

WHILE SATURDAY’S string of birdles put
Thomas In control, it was his chipping that saved
fim Sunday. Alter driving into the woods on the
par-three 15th, Thomas pltched to within four fect
of the cup and salvaged a bogey.

Two shots into the par-flve 16th Thomas was 20
yards to the right of the green, with a sand trap
perched in between, ‘His chip agaln stopped four
feet from the cup. He missed his birdle attempt.
two-putting for par.

On the par-three 17th, Thomas again felt bls tee
shot right of the green with a sand trap In between.
But once agaln his chip was near-perfect, rolling to
riuﬂn four feet of the cup. He two-putted for a

our.

OTHER TROPHY winners In the championship
flight were John Smith, who tock third in low gross
{76-74 — 150); Bill Orrick of Redford, fourth low
gross (77-75 — 152); and Urbats of Livonla, fifth
low groas (82-71 — 153), Herlford claimed top low
net honors (139), with Blll Paul of Farmington Hiils
second low net (140). .

In firat flight, Craig Oliver of Westland emerged
from a tight race to claim the low gross champion-
ship with a 78-79 — 15B. A stroke behind was Cor-
dell Krol of Westland (78-81 — 159), with threo oth-
ers tled at 160: Dale Klmball, Rick Vao Tiem and
Tom Mudry. Mudry, from Livonla, was first in low
net (136), with Bob Dates of Canton second low nct

The second flight title went to Richard Ostyn of
Livonia {86-84 — 170). Ken Kary of Blrmingham
and Jay Harris of Redford tled for second at 173,
with Steven Bright of West Bloomfield capturing
the low net title (184). Thomas Hughes of Canton
:1ln‘d4 )Ed Burr of Redford ticd for second low net

Consider

options and futures strategies.
The Trust offers you:

u Regular monthly
distributions

Looking for a high return alternative
to your present income investment?

12.76%*

Curzent distribution rawe

Putnam High Income
Government Trust . . .

The Trust seeks high current return, consistent with preservation of
capital, from a portfolio of U.S. government securities and may use

B An extra degree of safety W Active management
m Ready liquidity -
m Affordability

,*Computed by annualizing distributions from new investment tncome and net

reallzed short-term galns of $0.40 per ghare pald over the precedin;

and dividing by maximum offering price of u:.s‘ on September 11, 1985. Re:nl!'.s
oy ive o

g three months

for this period are not

Member NYSE

Birmingham, Michigan 48011
1 want an opportunity for hij
High Income Go' Trustand a

gh current return, Send me details TODAY on Putnam

{future per as

rates and share price, which are not guaranteed, will fluctuate.

McDONALD & COMPANY

SECURITIES, INC. .
Phone 540-1221 or mail

McDonald ‘& Company Securities, Inc.
Suite 333 Birmingham Place, 401 S. Woodward Avenue

Member SIPC

which contains more completc

information about the Trust, including sales charges and expenses. [ Will read it
carefully before I invest or send money. | . .
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