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Actors revamp,
reopen theater

By Susan Thygerson-Aktary
spoclal writor

ADMIRE THE PEOPLE of the
Stagecrafters for the major task
they have undertaken In reno-
vating the Baldwin Theater,

which will be a state-of-the-art theater
upon its completion this fal),"” sald Pa-
trick Lynch of Birmingham.

Lynch Ls cast in the title role of Has-
old HIIl in Meredith Wiilson's classic
musical, “The Musle Man,” which will
premliere Friday In the Stagecrafter’s
newly revitalized Baldwin Theater, 415
S. Lafayette, Royal Oak.

“The members have poured their

time, talents, flnanclal resources and
energy into thls project, and it shows,”
Lynch sald.

“The Baldwin Theater, which was
unti! recently the Washington Theater
in downtown Royal Oak, is another ex-
ample of a theater which was used for
2 time as a movie theater (Uike the Blr-
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and Is belng converted back into a le-
gltimate stage theater,” he sald,

LYNCH, WHO 1S a funeral director
with the family owned Lynch Funeral
Dircetors in Clawson, Is married to
professional actress Mary Callaghan
Lynch, who appeared recently at the
Birmingham Theatetr in “Hello, Dollyl®
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Birmingham resident Patrick Lynch ls “professor” Harold Hill, who
turns a small Jowa town topsy-turvy when he promises to teach

play musical instruments and to form a boy's

band, in the musicsl “The Music Man.”
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This is her husband's first appearance
with the Stagecrafters.

“It's been very Interesting to per-
form the part (the lead in “The Music
Man") for two dilferent, very capable
directors, Isabel Himelhoch at St. Dun-
stan’s last year, and now Hal Robinson
In Royal Oak,” Lynch sald. “It’s all
fresh and new with Hal's directlon.”

Jean Stopke, who will play opposite
Lyuch as Marian the Librarian, in the
upcoming show, also appeared in the
S'.l Dunstan's production, but in another
role.

“Pat (Lynch) makes me feel pretty. I
think we have a very good . . . rappol
I have a lot of respect for his talent,”
she sald, Stopke explained that It was
at Lynch's suggestion she decided to
auditton for the current productlon.
‘This will be her {lrst appearance with
Stagecralters since 1976, when she
appeared in the Bicentennfal produc-
tion of “Yankee Doodle.”

Stopke has demonstrated her pen-
chant for lcarning as an alumna of
Eastern Michigan University in specch
ond drama, & June graduate of the De-
trolt College of Law, and & new em-
ployee of the office of the Oakland
County Prosecutor L. Brooks Patter-
son. .

DIRECTOR Harold J. Robinson has
more than 18 years with Stagecrafters,
doring which he has directed “Visit toa
Small Planet,” which toured England
in 1983; “One Flew Over the Cuckoo's
Nest,” which won the Furay Festival
award for best production, 2nd a num-
ber of other plays. Robinson's wife
Rosemary ls co-producing the current
work wlth Stagecrafter Beverly Lloyd.

1n addition to directing “the Muale
Man,” Robinson has been co-chalrman
of the Baldwin Restoration Commlttea
with Al McMillan of Royal Qak, who ia -
a manufacturer’s representative for
Trans-World Electronics in Livonia.

McMillan and his wife Jean have
been worklng at all hours of Lhe day
and night coordinating volunteer ef-
forts.

“We purchased lhe theater in No-
vember of 1984 from the Royal Oak
Downtown Development Authority and
proceeded to repovate and alter the
thenter to scat 348, and provide ncw
taclilties for intermission reception
and for the handicapped,” McMillan
sald

“Essentlally, we cut down the scating
capacity from 755 to 343, About 80-80
percent of the work has been done by
our own volunteers. We've had to hire
an architect, a bullder, a licensed elec-
triclan, plumber and professional
plasterer, but we dld cverything else
that didn’t require a licensed trades-
man.
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The Baldwin Theatre, which for a time was the
Washington Theatre movie house in Royal Oak,
veturns to Its ariginal name and sgain offers live

theater, after t

*FT°3 ENORMOUSLY expensive, but
we'll bave a million-dollar restoration
for under $300,000, because of the work
we've done ourselves. We've been told
by those who've seen lots of theaters
that this is the most beautiful one,” he

said,

“I'd like to stress we resurrected this
1921 bulldiog from a fate worse than
death. I your readers can identify with
saving an old bullding and they want to
support these efforts, they could buy
season tickets that are only $40 for six
shows,” sald McMillan, who was the
Stagecrafters' president when the
group took on the Baldwin project.

Presldent of the Stagecrafters 2ince
March, and a 18:year veteran of the
group is Laura Camp of Troy.

*] think that one of the specinl things
about this group s that it attracts peo-
ple from 50 many walks of life, bound
by & common inierest In theater,” she
sak

.

Campo, who is an account supervisor
for Vucom, a computer graphics com-
pany in Troy, sald, *I wasa't looking for
umupm]aln——ju:tncbnmw
dntice.” She sald she found mere than
she had sought. .

Because of the responsibility of
belng presldent of a group involyed in
such an ambitious undertaking as the
move from the Bowers Street play-
house [n.Clawson to the Baldwin, and
the Jon — all whila p di
through & successful fall season of

by the 8

shows — Campo has put ber personal
interests on hold to concentrate on the
group’s goals.

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR for “The
Music Man™ 1s Marsha Kline of Royal
Oak, who i3 a medical secretary in Ro-
chester, Kline was partlally respons!-
ble for the exqulsite casting of the show
and asslsted in the blocking, some of
the dance and facilitated character de-
velopment.

‘The assiatant to the director,

Karen' 5
Bodoln, s a music teacher in Troy, who

teaches plano and sings with the Canta-
ta Academy in Detrolt.

*“I've never been among people who
work 30 very hard without reallzing it,”
she remarked. “It's ltke giving blirth,
zrdl ‘xlhi!e_ baby {3 opening night. It's won-

Denn! Oravec of Troy plays Ethel
Toffelmler, the “Plancla girl* and girl-
friend of Harold Hills's cohort, Mar-
cellus, She {8 in her 13th season with
Stagecrafters.

Sald Oravec, *I was in the first mus!-
cal in the old building and the last,” re-
ferring to the Stagecrafters’ former
home. *This'Tl ba our $0th season. 1
didn’t want to miss being a part of our
first show o the Baldwin.”

Oravec, a professional actress-model
in commercials and industrial films, is
also a fjunior lo communications at
Oakland Unlversity. °

The community theater group has taken over the
Baldwin, opening the first show of Its now sea-
son, “The Music Man,” on Friday. For ticket infor-
t mation, call the box office at 541-8430.

*“The biggest thrili of dolng this show
is that my son, Mike, is in it and it's his
firat show,” she beamed.

ANOTHER YOUNG Michael In the
show is the male child lead, Michael
Trepanier, who plays Winthrop Paroo,
and who played that role before in the
Osk Park High School production of
“The Musle Man.” Trepanier attributes
his stage success to music teacher
Deann Wolf, who Identified his talent

field productlon of “Amal and the
Night Visitors” In 1988,

Femalo chlld lead In the
Amaryllls, I played by a very talented
$-year-old from Troy named Katle
0 She is also

for the Michigan Opera Thealer pro-
ductions of “I Pagllacei,” and “Glann!
Schicehl” at the Fisher Theatre, In ad-
dition, she Is appearing In the Peanut
Butter Players (profesaional children's
luncheon theater) in Union Lake.

O'Shaughn has taken dance les-
sons for six years and piano lessons for
four, and her performances are many.
Sald the youngster, “I like being in ‘Mu-
sic Man’ becnuse the people are so nice,
but I don't like It because It seems like
there are so many rehearsalal I feel
1like I'm beling pushed!®
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