Law prof sees few subpoenas
in Lucas contracts investigation.

By Tim Richard
staff writer

Richard Stricharty, a law school pro-
fessor from Bloomfield Township, Is
setting up a new shop in the Veterans
Memorial Building on the Detroit
riverfront.

The 62-year-o0ld veteran of teaching
and local government is the Wayme
County Commission’s fact-finder in ita
probe of County 1lllam Lu-

Commlssion, whose offices are on the
seventh floor of the City-County Build-
ing, across the corridor from the Exec-
utive offices,

admiltedly “jealous of giving np our
subpoeoa power," praised Strichartz.

A Wayne Stato University law pro-
s30T, S&rlc!un: 2ald he would work

nlike
conducted in committee hearings be-
fore TV cameras, Strichartz will work
largely alone, poring over records and
conducting interviews,
The Speclal Comumittee on Govern-
mental Integrity, which recommended

cas’ handling of con'racts to renovate
the Old County Building in Detroit.

“The Leglalature Is chary of granting
subpoena powers to state agencles,
don't anticipate lssulng many subpoe-
nas,” Strichartz sald as he answered
the top question of the day. “T would
hope u:’nt {subpoenas) would not be nee-
essary.”

ry.’

THE VA Building was chosen for the
office, sald Commission Chalrman
John Herte), because Strichartz wanted
to be physically separaled from the

hiring, will stay out of the
pleture In order to reduce politiclring,
sald Hertel, He chalrs both the County
Commission and the special commit-
tee, which includes Milton Mack, D-
Wayne, and Arthur Carter, D-Detrolt.
THE COMMISSION, which two
weeks ago split deeply over the ques-
tion of arming an with ita

gs” for 90 daya
to review Lucas’ contract lelting pro-
cedures, find out what happened with
the Od County Building case, and
whether the procedures had
been followed.
The case, because it involves Lucas’
chief of staff, Dennin Nystrom,
threatens to undermine Lucas’

expect-
ed campaign for the Republican nomi-
nation for governor next year.

County officinls planned to lease the
83-year-old Old County Building to &
private firm cailed OCBR, whose prin-
cipals include some Lucas friends and
OCBR had planned to let a

own legislative subpoena power, gave
Strichartz's hiring 13-0 approval last
Thursday.

Commlasloner Kay Beard, D-Inkster,
who with the suburban bloc had been

No open iriterviews
to pick fact-finder

Chairman John Hertel's special com-
mittee to hire a fact-finder to probe
confllct-of-interest charges in the
Wayne County Executive's offlce man-
aged to select its man without conduct-
ing public interviews.

Strichartz (sec related story on this

page) and the ful] County Commlasion.
The state Open Meetlngs Act re-

qulres that “all interviews by a public

body for employment or appolntment

to a public office shall be held in an

opcgw meeting.”
e

“There were no ( It
tee) interviews so it wouldn't be obvi-
ous whom we had rejected,” sald Her-
tel, D-Harper Woods. He chairs the
Special Committee on Governmental
Integrity that recommended Rlchard

Interviews by phone,
one-on-one,” Hertel sald following the
County Commission’s hiring of Stri-
chartz. When one committee member
had finlshed a conversation, another
would place a call.
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construction contract for renovations
to an Oakland County firm called Ut-
ley-James, In which Nystrom has a
one-sixth interest,

STRICHARTZ SAID his work would
Involve “a good deal of interviewlng,"
but add 'm not a private eye. I'm a
fact-flnder.”

He sald it would be much the same
process he uses In fact-finding for
school labor disputes,

He will charge a fea of §90 an hour,
$35 Jess than his regulsr $125. Other
than & secretary and some research
help, be will have no staff, be sald.

The County Commission capped the
cost of the Investigation at $30,000 and
asked that it be done In 90 daya.

Hertel concurred in Strichartz’s idea
of conducting the probe. “We've never
used the subpoena power bere,” he
sald. "We're not eager to slap subpoe-

Monday, Boptember 23, 1085 O&E

‘The Leglelature is
chary of granting
subpoena powers to
state agencies. i don’t
anticipate lssuing
.meany subpoenas.’
— Richard Birichartz
Lucas probe fact findor

nas on people, His idea is to use restra.
Ing

A NEW YORK City native, Strl-
chartz served five years In the Navy in

in sleek new sithouettes - from

World War II, earned an electical engi- ary suiting Sef
peering degreo in 1846, picked up a
master’s degree from Columbia Unl-
versity In 1947 and did post-graduate
study at Oxford University, England.

While teaching political science at
the University of Miami, Fla, be
earned his law degree and practiced
there until recalled to the Navy In the
Korean conflict.
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After carning a master of laws de-
gree in trade regulation at New York
University, Stricharts taught law there
:lnul 1956, when he joined the WSU fac-

ty.

He served as asslstant corporation
counsel {clty attorney) for Detroit in
196184 and then as city controller for
three years. Following the Detrolt riot
in 1967, he rejoined city government as
dlrector of Mayor Jerome Cavanagh's
“Development Team.” Later he re-"
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