Comedy

OUR BIRD feeder has been a con-
stant source of enjoyment to our house-
hold. We stationed our main feeder
right next to the kitchen window so we
can see any activity that goes on.

Like many people, we have our prob-
tems with squirrels getting at the bird
seed, especially in winter. So we bought
a metal feeder that Is supposed to kecp
out squirrels.

It works on a Jever system. When a
squirrel sits on the platform in front of
the seed chute, his welght lowers a pan-
el, closing the opening to the seed. But
if a small bird or a single blue jay lands
on the platform, the panel is not ac-
tivated.

TRADE NAME of the device is the
Hllarlous Bird Feeder -~ named, I
presume, because the squirrels go

through some comical antics in their *

clforts to get at seeds.

show at

I watched a comical incident at the
feeder earller this summer that in-
volved two blue jays.

Secd In the feeder was low, so birds
had to stick thelr heads Into the body of
the feeder In order to get a sunflower
seed, That meant they had to go beyond
where the panel closes off access to the
food. Normally, that is no problem be-
cause the weight of a single bird won't
actlvate the panel,

At the moment the flrst blue jay
stuck his head Inside the feeder, a scc-
ond blue jay landed on the platform.
The second jay's weight closed the pan-
¢l on the first jay's neck,

AS THE STUCK jay flapped Its
wings and squawked frantically, the
second looked around, trylng to discov
er why the first was disturbed. He
could see no danger, and I'm sure he
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never made the assoclation of his
welght and the actlvated pancl.

Soon the second bird declded to
Jeave. The panel rosc, {recing the stuck

bird's hcad. He flew to a ncarby
branch, shook Indignantly to adjust his
ruffled feathers and locked back at
that fecding station,

Neither bird got a seed that trip, To-
gether they reminded me of the Laurel
and Hardy of the bird world.

—Timothy Nowicki
nature writer
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As the second blue jay Ianded, his welght closed the panel on the
bird feeder, and the first bird's head was temporarily stuck.

Stick to fuel rules,
says Chrysler chief

The prestdent of Chrysler Corp. urged a Congres-
sional panel to keep the nation’s fucl-economy stan-
dard at 27.5 miles per gallon, rather than weaken-
Ing It as Ford and General Motors have requested.

“Chrysler will meet the standard,” Harold K.
Sperlich said, “becausc even when we were golng
broke a few ycars back, we tnvested heavily In a
corporate strategy geared (o satisfying the market
while meeting the fuel-economy law.

. "Our compllance with the Corporate Average
Fuc! Econamy (CAFE) standard 1s proof that the
27.5 mpg. standard Is technologlcally feasible and
that other manufacturers could have met the law
as well,” Sperlich told the House Subcommittec on
Energy Conservatlon and Power.

HE DISAGREED with the assessment of Ford
and GM that keeping the CAFE standard at 27.5
mpg, rather than scaling it back to 26 mpg. would
result in a loss of Lens of thousands of jobs.

Weakenlng the standard "is not about saving jobs.
or saving factories,” Sperlich sald. “It's about max-
imizing profits, pure and simple.

“Those who want the standard dialed back have
forgone the investments necessary to move their
CAFE to the statutory level of 27.5 mpg: now they
want an administrative ruling Lo forego paying the
flnes that Congress Intended as the penalty for non-
compliance.”

SPERLICH sald that since 1978 Chrysler has in-
vested “close to $5 billlon in fuel-efficient pro-
grams” that enabled it to meet the standard.

He called it "unfalr that GM, Ford, and several
low-volume uxury importers are flunking the stan-
dard, and Chrysler is paying the penalty.”

OCC seminar aids
women in transition

“Women In Transition,” for those who need sup-
port and career guldance, will be offered this fall at
ail four Oakland Community Coilege campuses.

Slx two-hour seminars will help displaced home-
makers, divoreed or scparated women, single par-
ents and persons sceking jobs in non-traditional
areas.

Orientation sesslons will be Thursday, Oct. 3. To
register for the free orientation scssion, contact
Joyce Sachs at the Auburn Hills campus in Auburn
Hiils, 853-4269; Ellzabeth Anderson at the Highland
Lakes Campus in Union Lake, 360-3067; Judy
Hewett at the Royal Oak campus, 967-6725; or Joan
Maloney at the Orchard Ridge Campus in Farming-
ton Hllls, 471.7745.

Weekly seminars begln the week of Oct. 14 and
run through Nov. 21.
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There are some NN,
very interesting ways
you can find a doctor.
You can ask friends, relatives or "
co-workers for a recommendation.
Since there are as many opinions as
there are people, you may end up
with a confusing collection of names
and phone numbers. Without having
the slightest idea of who the doctors
are or where they're located.
You may also choose to open up
your telephone book and, well -
good luck.
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Hospital's Physician Referral Service
at 424-3999. It's quick, professional
and personal.

When you call the Physician
Referral Service, we'll help you find a
doctor close to your home or where
you work. We'll put you in touch with
physicians specializing in all areas of
medicine. And if you prefer a male or
female doctor, we'll see to it your
preference is met. Most importantly,
when you call the Physician Referral
Service, you'll be put in touch with
physicians who have a strong affil-
iation with one of Michigan's

leading hospitals - Providence.

Save yourself from the time-
consuming frustration of
finding a doctor. Call
Providence Hospital's Physician
Referral Service at 424-3999 and
get the sound, professional advice
you need in finding a qualifie
physician.

Or you can call Providence
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