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Neglected Rouge: scum, sediment, sludge, stink

Editor's note: The state Water Re-
sources Commission (WRC) on Oct.
1 will tour southeastern. Michigan's
Rouge River in the morning, The
WRC will meet at 2 pm. in the Ford
Fairlane estate on the University of
Michigan — Dearborn campus, Ev-
ergreen south of Ford Road. On the
agenda is a resolution to create a
public involvement process for
cleaning up the Rouge Basin.

‘This article is condensed from an
outline of the Rouge problem by
.{gfv{ngs E. Murray, who chairs the

By James E. Murray
apeclal writer

HE ROUGE River is the dirti-

est river In Michigan and

perhaps the dirtiest In the

. Great Lakes Region. It has
‘been assigned the status of a Class "A”
Area of Concern by the International
Joint Commission on the Great Lakes

Baaln.
The Rouge is 125 mites in length with
four channels — Lower, Middic, Upper

Many overflow gates have been known
to stick open, allowing raw sewage to
fiow continously into the river. Further,
they are not monitored and have no
regular maintenance.

® A lack of public involvement In
identifying the problems, sctting goals
and Implementing remedles,

® $100 milllop apent in planning for
Super Scwer, Detroit Waste Water
Treatment, ete,, with no known atten-
tion to Rouge River problems. Only $10
million has been spent for corrective
action. DNR {falled to forcefully pursue
the cleanup of the Rouge In facility

and Maln Branches — and 50 miles are
in public ownership. The basin is 487
square miles and contalns 1.5 milllon
resldents.

There are 180 combined sewer over-
flow (CSO) polnts along the Rouge. As
an alternative to constructing separate
storm drains and sanitary dralns, com-
blned sewers were constructed years
ago Lo save money.

They were designed to overflow only
during large storms, which happen ia-
frequently.

MANY OVERFLOW gates have
been known to stick opex, allowing raw
sewage to flow continously into the riv-
er. Further, they arc not monitored and

overflows have become more frequent

plans for
® No attempt (o intcgrate water

(30 to 40 times per year) since wide- quallty Improvements with cconomic,
spread bas d In and lals of
the basin. the Rouge. This 1s ny in order to

Eightly CSOs are under the jurisdic.
tion of Detroit. The rest {100} are
Wayne Cousty's and other jurisdictions
within the baaln. Oakland County has at
feast 12 known overflow paints that oc-
cur from separated sanitary sewers,

‘There are 36 communities within the
Rouge Basin located o three counties
{Wayne, Oakland and Washtenaw). The
headwaters of the Rouge extend Into
the eastern edge of Washtenaw County
on the west, Walled Lake on the north-
west and pcar Pontlac on the north,

ecessary

gain the support of public officlals, in-
terest groups and citizens in cleaning
up the river. Spending money on elimi-
nating polluted discharges is not golng
to gain'public support if the river re-
malns unaightly and full of logsjams,
supermarket baskels, car batteries and
car bodles.

A TRIP TO the Rouge Rlver Basin
leaves ona struck by the lack of open
views to the river.

Along Hines Drive in western Wayne
Couaty, the focus Is on the road & the

have 'no regular The

afuoounine

Thoe Rouge Basin drains parts of three counties and 38 local gov-
ernmantal unita, but “little or no collective involvement in identl-
tying problems has occurred,” says the chairman of the state Wa-

ter Rosources Commission.

Little or no collective involvement In
has oecurred, 4

THE ROUGE is known as an indus-
trial river. However, much of its length
flows past or adjacent to residential
subdivisions.

Sediment beds caused by the over-
flow dlscharges, plus discharges from
1. d bave been

central in the Middlo Rouge
Branch. Unless a visitor was told there
was a river In the area, he/she would
never suspect that the Rouge flowed
within yards of the road. This phenom-
enon is not found In many urban areas
in or outside of Michigan.

The lack of focus on (his “hidden"

known to hout th

part of the park is so apparent and
i that lllegal dumpling Ifl\!

e
Rouge Basin. The sediment beds have
gotten several feet thick in arcas, have
broken up and floated to the surface,
and then floated to the De-

the pi of human

waste, debris and logjams in the river
exist and persist — in an area with the
grea':us concentration of the state's

troit River.

In Melvindale, a steady flow of scum
and sediment partlcles on the surface
of the river is common, Odors from the
sediment are that of human waste.

The sediment on the river bottom
continuously gives off bubbles of metb-
ane and hydrogen sulfide gas, particu-
larly In the main branch south of Mich-
igan Avenue.

The evidence of sanitary waste dis-
charges are apparent on the brushes,
bushes and irees along the Rouge and
open drain tributaties In the arcas of
sanitary sewer and combined sewer
overflows, Sanitary napkins, toilet pa-
per, etc., adhere (o the woody plants In
these areas and line the banks and bot-
tom of the channel. The river becomes
so odorous that people aveld even
walking along its banks.

PAST EFFORTS to bring abont
remedial actions on the Rouge kave not
accomplished anything because of:

" This Is typleal of the four branches of
the Rouge River.

THE MICHIGAN Water Resources
C as ds of

water resources and the water re-
sources of the Great Lakes Basin and
the body assigned to protect the pub-
lic's interest, must be committed to be-
gin and pursue to the greatest extent
practicable and prudent the reclama-
tion of the rouge Rlver.

This commitment must be extended
to include the Involvement of those
public officials, interest groups and cit-
izens in determining the goals, objec-
tives and time {rames for the reclama-
tion proceas.

The process must foster a local plan
with widespread publlc Involvement
developed In cooperatlon with basin
publlc officials with input from both
public and private Interest groups.

The WRC and state Department of
Natural Resources must play a support

role after the project s Inltiated and:

® Carclully nurture the process for
focal lovolvement 30 a local plan em-
erges.

® Carefully negotlate with the US.
Environmental Protection Agency for
thelr involvement with the plan devel-
opment or require EPA to

currence, a

® Aggresively persuade EPA tosc-
cept reasonable goals and objectives
for the Rouge Basin. Logical short-
term and long-term projects can boxle-
veloped to address many of the prob-
lems nterfering with use of the Roage

follow plan development and give con-

Some 180 combined sower ovorflows (CSQs) were bulit Instead o]
soparated storm draing and sanitary sewers. When they
thoy pour six blilion gallons of wastes annusily into the Roug
making it “the dintiest river In Michigan.” -

Rlver, fring too mauch too sqon
would sabotage cooperative efforta-b

DAN DEAN/staft photograpter
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o Reg. Sale
Twin $275.00 +192.00
Full 4300.00 1210.00
1380.00 +269.00
+450.00 1315.00
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HOW TO LOSE WEIGHT
: IN YOUR SLEEP

The Aerie Down Comforter
One of our best .

NOW 30% OFF

If some comforters make you uncomfortably
warm at night, you should be steeping with an
Aerie from Scandia Down. Light and luxurious,
Aerie provides just the right amount of
warmth, without all the weight. The 100%

) Egyptian cambric cotton ticking, the white

N goose down fil and its special styling gives you
lots of loft to snuggle under. 10 year limited

- warranty. Come into Scandia Down and
discover how good it can fe%!rge: lose weight.
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ever had,

The burger

The beef

. The bun

In our own bakery.

You

Bonkers is the new Burger
Grill & Bar with the great
new idea: lo give you the
freshest beefand the freshest
bun, then you add all the
fresh toppings you want to
build the best burger you've

We grill your burger to
order while you watch, and
serve it on freshly baked
buns. You add the rest from
the burger bar. Anything you
want,as much as you want.

Ajuicy 1/2 1b. of premium
beef we grind fresh dalty. Noth-
ing frozen. Just 100% lean,
fresh beef.Or, there's our 1/3 1b.
tighter butger, for just $2.95.

‘We bake our big.aﬂmiluml
sesame seed Bonkerbuns
fresh every hour right here

The burger bar
Everything you need to
build your burger. Crisp
lettuce, tomatoes, onlons,
pickles, cheeses and sauces.

- Southfleid
28565 Northwestem Hwy., 357-4424
1476 W Blg Boaver Rd,, 8437260

burger.

And that's just the begin-
ning. Add as much as you
want. After all, that's what
Bonkers Is all about.

The Menu

Bonfer fries, onion crisps,
malts and milkshakes, plus
big grilled frankfurters, New
York steak sandwiches, spley
taco salad. Bonkess Is more
than just great burgers.

The $3.39 salad bar
Our all-you-can-eat salad
bar Is big! And fresh! Choose
from over 50 items and
bulld yourself a really great
salad, at a really great price.

The bakery

Everything Is baked fresh
daily from our own recipes,
Buns, cookies, pastries,
have them here or take them
with you. -

The bar

Have an ice-cold beer,
premium California wine,
cocktails, frosty margaritas
and fresh-fruit doiquitis ~ *
during the happiest hours
In town.
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