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Schools not joining asbestos-related sut

By Joanno Maliszowsk|
stal writer

Farmington Public Schools has no
plans to jaln other Michlgan school dls-
tricts [n @ class action lawsuit agalnst
asbestos producers and suppllers.

“We haven't had a serious problem
here,” Farmington Superintendent
Lewis Schulman said. “We have been
wnonitoring It llke crazy for years."

About a year ago, school officials, on
advice of the disirlct’s legal counsel,
decided not to become involved in the
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suit. Jolning the suit would probably
cost the 10,000-student district more
than the $7,000 spent on identlfying and
corrceting asbestos problems In the
district, Schulman sald.

Asbestos 13 a fibrous insulating ma-
terial that has been linked to various
lung discases and cancer, The material
has been used In building construction
because of its fire resistance and
strength and becausc [Us lightwelght.

Bloomficld Hills Schoo) District and
Roeper City and Country Schools are
among the dozen public and privale
schools that initlated the lawsuit In
Wayne County Clreult Court.

Circuit Judge James Mies issued his
rullng Sept. 6 to allow any public or
non-publlc schools to joln the lawsult,
according to Birmingham attorney Ml-
chael Serllng. The school districts will
be notified by the court, but not until a
wrltten order is entered by the judge.

SERLING !s an asbestos law expert
representing the school districts. This
Is the flrst time a statewide class ac-
tlon has been ordered on asbestos in the
schools, Serling said.

The state class action whil be set up
so that participating school districts
must drop out of a national class action
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‘We haven’t had a se}iaus (asbestos)
problem here. We have been monitoring
it like crazy for years.’

- Lewis Schulma

super

dent of school:

sult targeting the large asbestos-pro-
ductng Manville Corp, Mles ruled.
Although school offlclals were
advised last year {o aveld jolning the
natlonal suit, Schulman sald there was
no need to bring the issue before the
Farmington Board of Education agaln
In light of the state class action.
Beginning {lve years ago, Farming-
ton schoa) officials tooks steps to cut

tfons. But it was confined to areas such
as boller rooms and piping.”

A THREE-LEVEL scarch for asbes-
tos included an informal scarch of

by principals and di

An architect and then dlstrict supervi-
sary staff conducied the hunt, Lawing
sald.

The scarch in student arcas of the
district's bulldings revealed that asbes-

tos was present in the ceiling of

But In student areas such as the
Sereek

the Ui-
brary at y School
and in an office and storage area at
Forest Elementary. It was also found
in ltdhc Farmington Tralning Ceater, he
said.

The search was completed with the
help of a private firm, Thurst Thermal
Systems, which looked for and ook
samples of asbestos suspected of being
triable (capable of becoming airborne),
Lawing said. Friable asbestos can be-
come alrborn€ by chlpplng, faking,
pecling or crumbling.

‘The search also identifled the pres-
ence of asbestos In the boller rooms of
at least 18 of the district’s 24 bulldings.

Desplte the extensive scarch, very
ittle of the asbestos was removed.
Where it was removed, such as on plp-
ing In the varlous butldings, a contrac-
tor was hired.

y library, the as-
beates was encapsulated — making the
material solid by adding a solution slm.
ilar to glue, Making asbestos a solld
prevents It from becoming airborne,
Lawing said. “That is {ar superior to
removing it. There la more danger in
removlng it,"” Lawlng said.

THE STATE sult i a “forum to re-
coup damages as a result of friable as. '
bestos or asbestos that must be re-
moved,” Serling sald.

Several of the dlstricts that initiated
the lawsult have spent large sums of
money just this past summer removing
or covering up the dangerous material,
Serling sald.

Among the districts that bave jolned
the sult are Detroit, Flint, Lansing, Sa.
ginaw and Akiva Hebrew Day In
Lathrup Village.
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the perll of asbestos by finding and “en-
capsulating” it where it was used
around boilers and pipes In many bulld-
ings built before 1985,

“We've had very llttle incidence,”
sald Jack Lawlng, Farmington admin-
istrative services director. “They didn't
correct many of our schools using as-
bestos. We did {lad it In a lot of Joca-
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GREETINGS

FROM TIM BRIODY, PEN AND INK ARTIST, HERE TO SKETCH FOR YOU

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 11 A.M..5 P.M., GIFTS, BIRMINGHAM

How personal..holiday gresting cards professionally sketched

from a photograph of your home, summar cottage, water craft or

any one of your most cherished possessions. Or if you wish, Mr. Briody
will create a sketch that can be made Into personal notes and statlonery.
All are suitable for matting and framing...and make beautiful glfts,

50 cards and envelopes (includes an Inside greeting of your cholce) $65;

alifornia Fancy

CARNATIONS
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functional beauty in polithed brass of chrome finish. We service hospitals & funeral homes. Plctures, 8x10”, $95; 11x14", §125.

Complete with 10000 HR Bulb. Reg. 223.° Daily Delivery Metro Area
On sole $149.95 Flowers Wired Anywhere
Charge by phone with your Credit Card
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Store for the Home
‘We welcome Jacobson's Charge Card or The American Express® Card. -

Shop untli 8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday
Untit 8 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesdey and Saturday




