18A{B, WD) (T-18A,F-20A,Ro-14A)

O&E _Thursday, Septomber 28, 1985

Oakland Democrats regroup; p

By Tim Richard
stalf wrlter

Democrat Mary Ryan Taras agrees
tedly with the Rep
“This is a very even county.”

Taras, who chalrs the Oakland Coun-
1y Democratic Party, admits “we got
creamed" In 1984. But her organization
Is gearing up for a comeback o 1988,

when Gov. James Blanchard, a Pleas- b,

ninl. Ridge resldent, Is vp for re-clec-
tion.

And she has hopes of recapturing
several state legislative seats and three
or four county commissioner sets
which the GOP took over in the paat
two or three electlons.

DEMOCRATS use the same statis-
tles Republicans use. Democratic US,
Sen. Don Riegle collected 52 percent of
the Oakland County vote in 1982, s0 it's
unquestionably a marginal county.

Party headquarters used to be in Bir-
mloghom, “We moved our office to the
south end because t's our traditlonal
vote base, and (hls is a larger office
with more work space. It's evidence we
have been successful ln fund raising,”
Taras said.

“We want to have 2 satellite offlce In
the north end, somewhere in the Pontl-
ac-Waterford ares, our other vote

ase.”

EACH MONDAY evening, Demo-
crats gather soclally in Machine Gun
Kelly's, a watering apot on Maln Street
north of 12 Mile in Royal Oak owned by
a friendly Democrat.

“We bave something planned each
ume — an Indoor goll tournament, &
*503 party, a cuchre tournament,” said
Berent. “More gets done in bars than in
a formal meeting.”

Taras, a Birmingham Seaholm High
School history teacher, agrees, pointing

America*

That year,
for the Oakland County Board of Com-
missioners won 50 percent of the vote,
she said, but captured only 10 of the 27
seats because of an apportionment plan
which favored incumbent Repubilcans,

to the pi 12 's I'3
Fathers sct in Virginla's Raleigh Tav-
ern. “You don't pass formal resolu.
tlons, but you do get a lot more dooe,”
she sald. “If this seems successful, we
bope w“du it in different parts of the

an Taras

Mary Ry,

substance and taciics

entlons; Lee Myren, office sccretary;
Don Falkenbury, field worker with
clubs; and Tina Reager, clipplng and
gencral asslstance.

Taras of Birmingham and Darlenc county.’
Berent, the pald exccutive director of A To]
the party, talked frankly of their goals
and methods recently In their new off-
jce at 808 Livernols, between Elght and
Nine Mile roads in Ferndale. (They'll
hald open house from 3:30 to 7 pm.
draln

next Thursday, Oct. 3, with
punch and hors d’ocuvres.)

Tough state curbs
sought for ATVs

States would be required to license and provide
for the training of operators of oll-terrain vehlcles,
under a bli] sponsored by US. Rep. John Conyers,.
D-Detrolt.

“Since 1982, there have been some 265 deaths
and 155,000 injuries caused by motorized three-
wheeled tricycles commonly known as all-terrain
vehicles (ATVs)," sald Conyers in introducing HR
3325.

“A shocklng fact Is that 22 percent of these
deaths and injuries involved children between the
ages of 5-12. Addltlonally, 46 percent of the fatali-
ties and injuries are associated with children age 18
years and under.”

Noting that sales have increased from 136,000 In
1980 to a projected 780,000 this year, Conyers sald:

“AS SALES of ATVs bave risen, 50 bave the rates
of deaths and accldents, . . For example, an estl-
tmated 28,000 ATV-related injuries were treated In
hospital emergency rooms nationwide during the
first quarter of 1885 — 80 percent higher than the
cstimated injurles treated during the same perlod
in 1084,

“HR 3325 would require slates to adopt & minl-
num age standard for operators of ATVs. The Jeg-
{slation aiso requires llccnsing of ATV operators
ajter completing a training course, and prohibits
the operation of all-terraln vehicles oo the roads
and highways."

“ATVs ore inherently unsafe” Conyers said.
“Thelr design atructure, which fncludes the use of
oversized soft tires, makes them very unstable and
prone to Nipplng over backward, tipping over for-
ward ar sideways.

“The Consumer Product Safety Commlssion ls
currenily examining the safety problems of ATVs,
and among the options being considered is a total
recall of all three-wheeled ATV,

“MOST STATES have no age, licensing, and safe-
ty requirements regarding the use of ATVs, and
children as low as 5 years old are permitted to op-
crate them, desplte the fact that one needs special
skills to cope with the unique handling requlre-
meats d with 1l-terratn vehi-
cles,

“Furthermore, some states consider these vehi-
cles as motorcyeles and permit them to be operat-
od on roads.

"Even the manufacturers of ail-tertain vehicles
say that they were not intended for road use be-

cause of the design chnmcu:'ruuu which make |

them unstable on paved roads.

ar Bingo game In Green
Acres Hall on 13 Mile “keeps the office
afloat and helps us have full-time paid cratic meetings are belng beld to equip
staff,” Taras added.
The staff includes Berent, a former
UAW actlvist and '84 candidate for delegates attended a hall-day training
Wanda Reager, session addressed by Lt. Gov. Martha
offlce manager; Kay Brady, communi- W, Griffiths,

MORE FORMAL Oskland Demo-

the faithful for the 1986 campalgn.
On an August Saturday, 76 precinct

Dariene Berent
Bingo pays the ataff

“Precinct delegates are the moat im-
portant pecple in the party. They aro
the party. That was Martha Griffiths'
message,” Taras sald.

Besldes being clected by voters to at-
tend district conventions, Berent safd,
precinct delegates also are expected to
identity friendly voters Ln their neigh-
borhoods, dellver material and call
them on electlon day to remind them to
vote,

An October session, Taras sald, will

ick ’86 targets

be on the atate Democratic Party — its
role In campaigns, finance and public
relations. In January the toplc will be
the precinct organization, and April's
session will be “Puttin’ It All Togeth-
ert

“BY THAT Ume, they (party work-
ers) should not only have fled the

Party memberships. Most pay $10, Re-
tirces and students pay $2.

WHERE WILL Oakland Democrats
target their efforts In 19862

Favorite son Blanchard is a priarity,
and his recovering popularity will be
counted on to strengthen the ticket. No
U.S. senator s up for re-electlon in '88.
seem locked in

Democrats but go through the regis-
tered voter list. If they're Republicans,
we leave "em alone. 1f they're margin-
a), we try to swing them."

Local clubs are key to the structure.
There ls one for southwest Oakland,
Farmington-Farmlngton Hills, Blr-

14 West 1d

and 80 on.

“We meet regularly with the club
chairs — every other month,” said
Taras. “They stimulate one another,
and' It gives all of them a couaty ldent!-

At county committee meetings, on

the sccond Tucsday of every month,’

they take up governmental issues.
County commlasioners report on their
minority cfforts to bend the GOP's
prioritics. Blanchard's office has seat
up(:}mmcn to bricf them on the gover-
nors

place until the 1990 census, but Demo-
crats see chances for legislative galns.
Priorities:

® §6th House District, in Madison
Helghts and Troy, which Republican
law student Gregory Gruse captured
from former educator Wilfred Webb.

@ 68th House District, Royal Oak,
held by two-term Republican Shirley
Johason. N

@ 20th House District, Waterford
and White Lake townships, held by
Claude Trim, In his first term as a Re-
publican after switching parties.

® 5th Senate District, Rochester and
Pontiac areas plus northeastern Oak-
1and, won {n a apeclal election by Re-
publican Rudy Nichols afier '82 winner
Phlllip Mastin was recalled in a tax re-
volt.
® 16th Seoate District, Troy, Bir-

“That (s consisteat,” sald Taras,
“with our effort to educate party pco-
ple In the substance of politics as well
2s the nuts and bolts. If we only know
nuts and bolts, we can't effectively
counter arguments.”

About 2,000 persons hold Democratic

ham and Royat Oak areas, held by

freshman Republican Doug Cruce.

“1'd like to glve Cruce a fight. It's a
marginal district,” sald Taras,

® A Ferndale area seat and two or
three unspecified seats on the Oakland
County board, where Democrats are an
18-9 minority.

Flannel Jumper with inverted back pleat, In
camel, navy, o grey wool biend, Orig. %68
Now '44%

maternity outlet

28671 Northwestern Hwy.
(South of 12 Mile)

358-8282
Houra: Dally 10-8, Sun. 12-6

You/ll like the

wa

For nearly 100 years,
you've depended on
Standard Federal as a
savings and loan, a
place where you can
find mortgage loans and
a wide range of savings
plans. ’

But for quite a while,
we've offered a variety of
banking services, too.
Like personal loans,

commercial loans, checking accounts,

RAs, and no-fee VISA cards. In

addition, Standard Brokerage

Services, Inc.,* a separate corporation
! . h
owned by us, has provided discount

brokerage services.

And that’s why we've become

Standard Federal Bank.
As a federal savings bank,

Banking Center

—

| o Rrvarie

Standard Federal Bank
Savings/Financial Services
TROY:

2401 W. Big Beaver Road
Troy M1 48084

{313) 643-8600

»Standard Brokarage Services, Inc. Is a registared broker-dealer. Standard Federal Bank Is not. Accounts carried by National Financial S

we do banking

we will continue to
provide you with
friendly, personal service.
We'll make banking as
convenient for you as
possible. We'll

continue to insure your
accounts up to at least
$100,000 with the
Federal Savings and
Loan Insurarice Corpo-
ration (FSLIC), a .
government agency.

And we'll continue to
respond to your ever<changing
financial needs, with improve-
ments to current products

and services, and the intro-
duction of new banking ideas.
i Now more than ever, you'll
l like the way we do banking.

Standar
Federal

ervices Corporation.




