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‘Greg Dingens,

'scholar-athlete

HERE ARE SCHOLARS. There are
athletes. And nary the two should meet.
How could they? Athletes are
prodiglous physlcally, able to
coordinate hands, fect and body with amazing
dexterity, Scholars are adept mentally, able to
conquer intricate problems with Incredible casc.

The two have been consldercd separate entities
for eons, Eggheads can't throw a baseball a lick.
And Jocks are forever epitomized as big, burly —
and empty-headed.

On our college campuses the atereotypes
prevail, feeding off what students perceive
scholarship athletes to be, an image that often is
accurate: a poor kid with mediocre grades who
wouldn't be here If he was average-sized.

Student-athiete has become to many, including
college admlnlstratars, a contradiction in terms.

THEN ALONG comes someone Lke Greg
Dingens, and a bellef that was accepted asalaw
of nature suddenty crumbles like a Tokyo
skyscraper under Godzilla's foot.

Dingens doesn't like stercotypes (but who
docs?). He doesn't fit any, elther.

Dingens plays football for Notre Dame. He
atanda B-foot-5, welghs 257, and starts at
defonsive tackle. Sounds Hke a candldate for Big
Time Wrestllng or some other such cerebral
profession.

But the Bioomfield HIls native and
Blrmlngham Brother Rice graduate s nothlng of
the sort. Instead, he is a candidate for a Rhodes
Scholarship, the most prestigious of academic
awards.

A senior, Dingens ls ln Notre Dame's pre-
professional program In the College of Arta and

Letters. His majar §s modern history. He carvles a

3.77 grade point average. Hls career goal, at
present, Is to become a orthopaedle surgeon.

And his primary reason for enrolling at Notre
Dame was not to play football. It waa to get an
education.

“EVERY SCHOOL that recrulty you will say
academics are Important, that they want you to
get your degree,” Dingens sald. “That’s just ilp~

syncing at most schools. I tooked for a schoo) with

a commltment to academics. I thought they had
that at Notré Dame.”

The conflict between academics and athletlcs
Is beading for a showdown. College presidents are
becoming Inereasingly Involved in the NCAA and
the governing of athletics. Scandals, from drugs
to recrulting violntlons to throwing games for
gamblers, have cast dark shadows on otherwise
highly-respected institutions.

Fewer athletes earn their degrees each year.
Critles claim many are exploited by universities,
who recrult them, coddle them for four years
without regard for their academic achievement,

Dingens doesn't buy that. Not entirely, anyway.

] don't think there's that much exploitation of
athletes,” be sald. I believe that most major
unlversities glve you an oppartunity to geta
degree,

“The opportunity Is there, 1 don't think there
are major college programs that discourage
golng to classes."”

BUT AT THE SAME tlme, Dingens admits,
“"Most colleges are passive in their
encouragement. They take the attitude that
You're here to play football, then get an
cducation.’

“But a lot of guys would never get an
opportunity for a college education otherwise.”

Dingens’ committment to academic, as well as
athletic, excellence takes tremendous self-
diselpline. Football fills his afterpoons, from
““gbout two in the afternoon to 8:30 at night.”

Boak work and classes take up the rest of
Dingens’ day. And yet, as hectic as the schedule
s, 1t could all be worthwhile if he becomes the

{irst Notre Dame football player to earn a Rhodes

Scholarship.

“I'm {n the process of applylng for It now,”
Dingens sald. Colleges who belleve a studeat of
thelrs is worthy of one of the 33 Rhodes

Scholarakips awarded each year start an involved

process that includes a series of interviews at the
choo), state, district and national level.

SHOULD DINGENS win a Rhodes Scholarship,
he'll spend his two years at Oxford,

England,
studing modern history. He'll either geta deferral

to attend medleal schooi at a later date, or may
change hls career

plans.
“This [s the kind of opportunity that ooly comes
sald. “Who knows,

once in a lifetlme," Dingens

after 1do go over there and study I may changs

my mind (about med school). A

Scholarship could open a lot of doors for me."
Studying v, sporta, athlete va. scholar; two

opposing forces attracted to the same goal —

college — for differcnt reasons. And for far too

many of our college-level athletes, that

conception remains too true.

Greg Dingens i the exception. “Opportunity” is

{he best word to describe this scholar-athlete, a
lgxnwhuhuurneddl be's recelved, who has

know that college isn't a stepping stooe to
professional sports; rather, it'sa bridgetoa
better world — toll-free. N

will serve as a model for

Perhaps
future athletes. Few could fill the role better,

overtake him at the finlsh line.

By Chris McCosky
ataff writer

The 20th anniversary running of the
Schooleraft College’s annual High
School Cross Country 'Invitational
proved one thing: There lao't a middic
class in Observerland boys cross con-
try this season.

Farmington's boys team defended its
Schoolcraft title wilh alarming case,
outpointing second-place Plymouth Sa-
lem by 94 points, 49-143, That i3 the
largest margin of victory in the history
of theevent. .

Livonia Stevenson (183) placed third,
Plymouth Canton (166) fourth and
Northville (173) flith. (See statistical
page for complete results.)

The meet also lended evidence to the
susplcion that there ia po elite class
among Observerland girls teama,

Trenton captured team booors in the
girls race with 57 polnta, Ypeilant! was
ﬁwd with 112 — both non-area

100]

1s.
Livonla Stevenson (141) was the best

“WE WERE the heavy favorite com-
ing n, no question,” sald Farmington
boys coach Jerry Young, who has
coached his team to four Schooleraft ti-
otber team. “We

DAN DEAN/stalt photogreph

The Farmington conncction (Chris Inch and Al Stebblne from
Farmington and Kirk Armstrong from North Farmington) flet
Wayne's Ron Tolson sot the pace Saturday, but tho tric rallied to

inch sets record,
Falcons defend
Schoolcraft title

16:42.0, was sct last year by Dave
Homann of Garden City).

Falcon teammate Al Stebblns fin-
ished a close second (16:10.7). Bryan
Lawton placed fifth (18:48.2).

All of the Falcon runners ran person-
al best times.

ALSO EARNING bertha on the all-
invitational team (top 10) were Kirk
Armstrong from North Farmingten
(third, 16:16.8), Ron Tolson from Wayne
Memorial (fourth, 16:44.8), Jim Swieckl
{rom Canton (aixth, 16:51.7), Dan Liedel
from Jobn Glenn {seventh, 18:31.7),
Tony Atwell from Salem (eighth,
16:58.1), Bill Atwell from Salem (alnth,
16:54.3), and Rich Shaffer from Lincoln
Park (10th, 16:54.9).

“We're & good team,” Young said.
“We're not a great team yet, But when
you beat 17 teams it's nice, no matter
who the teams are.”

There were no t teams among
the Obeerverland girls contingents ei-
ther although teams like Stevenson and
Plymouth Canton {eighth} ran better
than anticipated.

Ypal's Carlene Mighty ousted West-
land John Glenn's Karen Opp for Indl-

the times began to trall off,

Fourth place went to 's
Nicole Jelley (20:19.3). Canton’s Marie
Jaroez placed fifth (30:28.5).

{eam
30:51
(20:54.8),
20:58.
(20:87.3;
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State waives rule,

By Chris McCosky
stalt writor

Yvette Matson i3 legally o Marlin,

The Farmington Hills Mercy junlor was ruled ell-
gible for athletle competition by the Michigan High
School Athletic Associatlon's Executive Councll af-
ter a hearing with Mercy athletic dlrector Ellen
Sekerak Monday.
On Tuesday the MHSAA, which Initinlly ruled
Maison ineligible unt) January, waived s rule on
transfer eliglbility as it pertained to Malson.

Malson'’s famlly challenged the MHSAA'S initial
ruling in court and was granted a temporary in-
Junction by Oakland County Circult Court Judge
Frederick Ziem. A Sept. 25 court date was set.

That {njunction enabled Maiscn, & transfer from
Harper Woods Blshop Gallagher, to compete on the
M:drcy basketball team until the dispute was set-

ted.
The court action has been rescinded by the Mal-
son famlly as a result of the MHSAA's walver.

THE MAISONS moved from St. Clalr Shores to
Unlon Lake this spring. Yvette Malson switched
high schools: from Gallagher, where she bad been a
starting guard ¢n the basketball team, to Mercy.

The MHSAA considers the Catholie League (of
which both Mercy and Gallagher are members) one
school district because enroliment in 1
schoots isn't imlted to a speclfle geographlc bound-

ary.

MHSAA bylaws state that if an athlete trapsfers
to another school within the same dlistrict, or to
another achool within the same service area, (he
student must altend the new school one full semes-
ter before becoming eliglble for athletics.

The MHSAA cited thls rule in initlally deeming
Malson ineligible.

Mercy High School and the Malson family argued
that Yvette Malson did not violate the MHSAA rule.

“As their rule s written, Malson Is eligible to
play because she moved out of be Gallagher ser-
vice aren,” Sekerak sald.

SEKERAK PRESENTED the executive council
with an affidavit signed by Gallagher officlals stat-
ing that the school did not service resldents of Un-
lon Lake,

“The affidavit said that Gallagher hadn't en-
rolled a student from Unlon Lake in at least four

= Sekerak sald.

Maison can play

_girls basketball

Vern Norris, executive dlrector of the MHSAA,
agreed that the affidavit was the key to Mercy get-
ting the waiver. N

“Thls should bave pever been the blg issue it
was,”" Norris sald. “The school was able to show!
that Harper Woods Bishop Gallagher hadn't drawn
a student from Unlon Lake in four years. Therefore
Unlon Lake could not be considered within Gal-
lagher’s service area.”

The council's maln concern, according to Sck-
erak, was that the parochial schools should estab-

boundaries, .

*One of tho members told me that if wo had
boundaries there woulda't be any trouble,” Sekerak
sald, *To me, that's irrelevant. The kid cloarly did
move. Most of the transfer cases they
deal with lnvolve kids who don't really move. They
move in with an aunt or somebody else. There was
no hanky-panky In Yvette's case.”

SEKERAE BELIEVES the executive councll's
declalon to walve its ruling for Malson may have
been Influenced by the pending court date.

“The Injunction and the threat of a cowt date
really helped,” the first-year AD said. *I don't think/
they wanted to haul tho rule before a judge with the
poﬁl!;ﬁl'ly of having to rewrite {t.*

0!

“No, I didn't present this court case to the com-
mittee untll after the hearing,” he sald. “I dida't
want that to affect thelr decision. There's integrity
to malntain. We don't make decisions based on 2

ding court case.”

Sekerak and Mercy, In fighting the state's rule,
ran the risk of forfeillng the five basketball games
‘Malson has played in so [ar.

“I'm glad we don't have to go to court,” Sckerak
sald, “The next few steps would have been nasty.
But I'm glad we declded to stand by the lssue. You
should back what you believe in. And since I'm 80
new at this, maybe 1 was just nalve enough to think
I could win, Perhaps if I'd been at this a few years I
might have boen more scared. Being nalve belped
me in this case.”

For a prospectus containing com-
plete information, including all
charges and expenses, return the
coupon below. Read the prospectus
carefully before you invest or

send money.
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