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Owners of small businesses seek federal ear

By Tim Richard
staff wrlter

They're wiliing Lo do more than say “the govern-
ment's a mess,”

Six hundred owners of small businesses — a
group usually known for polltical lethargy — are
telllng Washingion they need a little help and much
fess Interference i they are to contlnue as “the
backbone of Michlgan's economy" and the blggest
saurce of new jobs in the 1980s.

“I'm flghting for the survival of the Small Busi-
ness Adminlstration,” sald Richard J. Francls fol-
lowlng last week's daylong White House Small
Buslness Conference In Dearborn.

“We need capital avallability,” sald Francls, dl-
rector of merchant banking for Carleton Ward &
Co., a Blrmingham firm that does investment bank-
ing. arranges {inancing for compnaics and works
with mergers and acquisitions.

FRANCIS, LIKE many small business owners
from Holland to Holy, advocated federal set-asldes
for small business research and procurements.

As the new president of the 2,200-member Small

Many small business
owners from Holland to
Holly advocated federal
set-asides for small
business research and
procurements.

Idea agenda for other state conferences to follow.

A second frequent theme was a balanced-budget

dment to the US. € itution, although there

were on whether a C 1 Con-
vention should be ealled.

HERE ARE some of the policies endorsed by
conferees:

® General — retain the SBA as an independent
agency, limlt competition with business from “non-
profits,” ajd minorities to form businesses.

® Firance — increase SBA loan guarantee im-
its (now 80 percent of a loan's value), pass tax in-

. le policy — adopt a balanced federal
budget, implement Grace Commission reforms,
pnﬁvlde small business representation on federal
policy

nue Service policy boards.

® Regulation and paperwork — require coordi:

nation of btate and federal regulations by lederni

law, require that regulations be written in plain
English, “test market” proposed new fcderal
forms, use court-appolnted panels of experts in-
stead of Jurfes In tort llability cases.

® Payrolls — encourage tax credits for employ-
ers’ retirement plans, remove taxation of fringe
beneflts to allow small firma to attract key people,
halt p abuse.

® International trade — use tax credits to en-
courage small buslnesses to export, have U.S, Com-
merce Department provide more specific informa-
tion on overseas markets, adopt tarlffs to Impede
Imports from countries which place tariffa on
American goods.

& Taxation — exempt the first $200,000 of busi-
ness income from taxation, eliminate “double taxa-
tion” of dividends (corporate income tax and per-

— particularly in all Internal Reve-

Buslness Assoclatlon of Michlgan, Francis dwelt on
the problems of firms which employ fewer than 500

workers. business loans.
For E. JIll Pollock of Plymouth, a central prob-

centlves to promote use of debenture bonds by
small business, allow credit unions to make small

sonal income tax on dividends), simplily tax codes,
retain the investment tax credit.
PAYING THEIR own ways, 40 businesspeople

lem 18 the competition small businesses get {from
“the non-profits” — specifically, state 1
Once in corporate management, Pollock is owner
of the year-old Arbor Consulting Co. She said her
firm has done retrainlng programs for former
Stroh Brewery employces and placement asslst-
ance for 1.8, State Department employees.

Citing courses for eatreprencurs offered by
Wayne State University's Small Business Institute,
she sald, “Many of us provide thal service.”

Michigan State Unlversity's floral shop on the
East Lansing campus competes with small business
florists, she added.

She was one of 40 conferces elected, after some-
1imes intense as
to a White House Confercnce on Small Business to
be held in August 1986 In Washington, D.C.

THE NUMBER of problems small business own-
ers reported was almost as great as the number of
small businesses.

“One thing came through loud and clear — the
Grace Commission,” said Jack Courtemanche,
President Reagan's director of the Small Business
A jon (SBA) the | con-

{erence.

1n several sessions, delegates called for congres-
slonal and adminlstratlon adoption of Grace Com-
misslon proposals to hold the cost of government,
taxes and regulatlons.

Cour he sald the was
the eighth In the patlon under a congressional act.
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will attend the 1988 White House Conference on
Small Buslness after belng elected at last week's
state conference. Area delegates and thelr com-
panes are:

Charles A. Bakkila, Charlie’s Bump Shop, North-
ville; Pearl Holforty, Plante Moran, Southfleld;
Adeline Laforet, P.C.O. Assoclates Inc., Southfleld;
Pear} C. Lipner, Melange Ltd./Image Express, De-
trolt and Southfield.

Michael J. Morton, Lundot Personnel Services
Inc., Southfield; Daniel J. Nemes, Nemes Allen &
Niemiec P.C., Blrmingham; Jeanno Palus, JGP
Marketing Group International Inc,, Livonla,

E. Jill Pollock, The Arbor Consulting Group Inc.,
Plymouth and West Bloomfleld; Bethanne C. Slmp-
son, Avon Art & Graphics Inc., Rocheater; and Jud-
ith Trepeck, Gray & Trepeck, Birmingham.

“I'm tighting for the
survival of the Small

Business

Administration.’

Richard J. Francls

banking director
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Alzheimer’s Disease
Monday, September 30, 7:00-8:00 pm

MEDICAL DESCRIPTION
Catherine A, Upton, MDD
Geriatrics

PROBLEMS MASQUERADING AS ALZHEIMER'S
Jay VanZoesen, MD
Psychiatry

COMMUNITY RESQURCES: HOW TO COPE
Christine Nielsen, RN, MSN
Older Adult Services

The public is invited.
Lighted parking is available.
Pre-registration is required.

For more information, call 288-8425.
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‘William Beaumont Hospital
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Pre Indian Summer Sale!

Take advantage of the warm
days ahead and save on next
Spring and Summer needs.

SUITS

145 Tropicals » 48 Haspels

SPORTCOATS

121 Summer

SLACKS 176 Units
J ACKETS 74 Units

Sale Ends
Oct. 5th

AName You Can Debend On

203 PIERCE IN BIRMINGHAM
646-1212 . OpenThurs, &Frl. Eve til9PM

Meet a special

Sacha London. In black patent or taupe, red, indigo,
mustard and navy leather, Sizes 5% to 10B; 7 to 9N;. 562,
tn Alter Ego Shoe Collections. . :

tative from 4 to 9on Friday in .
Fairlane and in Troy on Saturday from 11to 4.
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