Orts

@he Farmington Obseruer

Chris McConky, Brad Emons oditors/591-2312

Monday, Soptomber 30, 1085 O&LE

(B

By Chris McCosky
alaft writer

Nervous, anxious, exclted, the spec-
tators splll out of the stands and encir-
cle the sun-drenched North Farmingten
football field.

Security police urge the patrons to
back away from the field so the game
can continue. North fans scream “de-
fense, defense.” The Weatland John
Glenn fans scream *offense, offense.”
The objectlve observer stands In awe of
the absolute thrilt of the moment.

The fons hush as the Westland John
Glenn offense approaches the line of
scrimmage, The North defense digs in.

It's overtime and the game, which
could decide Lhe champion of the West-
ern Lake Lakes Dlvislon, is scoreless.
The North defense has been impenctra-
ble In Glenn's overtime possession.

Third down and 11 yards to go for a
score.

GLENN QUARTERBACK Steve
Irwin, who has done little more than
hand the ball off to his backs for four
quarters, suddenly drops back to pass.

‘This doesn’t totally surprise the
fatder defense and the coverage is

good.

Irwin loits a high spiral into the left
corner of the end zone. Glenn's Chuck
Hammontree and North's Corky D'As-
eenzo chase stride for stride after the
aerlal,

The pass, perfectly Umed, perfectly
thrown, smacks Hammontree in the
hands.

John Glenn 7, North Farmington 0.
One would be hard-pressed to recall
a better played, more intoxicating high
schoa! football game than was played
Saturday.

Glenn coach Chuck Gordon sought
out North coach Jim O'Leary after-
wards.

“Just your typical Glenn-North
game,” he sald.

Not quite.

BOTH TEAMS dodged bullets to stay
allve in regulation,

North took the last shot before OT.
North, on a 16-yard Todd Shepard to
D'Ascenzo pass and a guity 35-yard run
by Chris Christman, had the ball on
E}lcnn‘a 13-yard line with 14 seconds
eft.

Mike Rudin's 20-yard field goal, how-
ever, hit off the crossbar and fell to the
ground, no good.

I was pretly scarcd there for a
while,” sald Gordon. “But, 1 felt we
fumbled the ball away a couple times
down close and both times our defense
stitfened. That was a key.”

Twice In the fourth quarter, Glenn
marched decp into North territory.
Once North's Derek Cribley fell on a
Tony Boles' fumble at the 7, then Brad
Demeter fell on another Glenn fumble
at the North 34.

Boles, one of the state's premler
backs, managed 95 yards in 27 carries.
He gained just 28 yards in the first ball.

beau

Key play: Glenn's Chuck Hammontree {white) Is wresiled

end zone In the firat halt Saturday.

Credit North's defense.
Sald O'Leary: “I told Lhe kids there

was no rcason to hang thelr heads. We  bol

showed our pride out here today. We
played a heck af a football game.”

THE HERO for Glenn was Hammon-
tree. And not just because of the TD,

He stopped two potential North scor-
Ing drives in the first half with pass in-
terceptions, one he grabbed in the end
zone, the other inside the 10.

‘Then, in North’s OT lon, Ham-
montree made the tackle of the day.

Falcons get Rocked,;
Vikes tumble North

Five stralght and counting.

The Plymouth Salem girls basketball
team continued its unbeaten string
against Western Lakes foes with a re-
sounding 60-19 victory over Farmlng-

ton,

Winjess Farmlngton gave Salem &
game {or a half, but first-year Falcon
coach Diana Schwartz found little com-
fort In that.

*You've got to play all four quarters
to win," she said.

Salem took control of the game with

{ust flve polats in the second hall.

“We picked up thelr offensive sets in
the third quarter, and the kids started
1o defense it better,” sald Salem coach
Fred Thomann. “Offensively, we got
good recognition. We got the opportunl-
tics and we scored on them.”

H 1ed the attack with
15 polnts. Dena Head added 13 and Jes-
sica Handley 12,

Mary Kay Orrico led the Falcons (0
6) with eight.

. After losing a pair of pou-league
games at the start of the season, Salem
bas woa flve straight.

-The Rocks, who already faced state-

DePorres

from Harrison's
account

girils
basketball

Lakes, 3-8 overall) fell behind 19-14 at
the balf and then matched Central (4-1
in the conference, 4-2 overall) shot for
shot In the third quarter,

But Central, led by Diana Bolin'’s 19
points and Amy Freeman's 15, held off
the Rajders In the fina) elght minutes.

Heather McPhilllps was & tower of
strength for North. She scored 18 polnts
and pulled in 11 rebounds.

MERCY 32, BORGESS 17: After a
series of tough games, Farmington
gh Mercy got a breather via Bishop

rgess.

Terri Ford acored 20 poiats to lead
the Marlins (5-1) ln their Catholle
League opener, Yveite Malson added
19.

CHURGHILL 68, HARRISON 22: For
thosa who delight in such statistics, the
Farmington Harrison basketball team
bas now lost 48 consecntive games, five
straight this year,

Loat 1n the string Lu the gutty effort

Jennifer Hughes.

Hughes ted for hall the Hawis®
offense with 11 points, and she palled
down 12 rebounds,

12
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*This was the toughest game we've
been in,” Gordon said. "And we expect-
od this type of game. We talked about it
all week.”

‘The “type of game* Gordon referred

to was a physical type of gnme.‘ Nu-

STILL, O'LEARY was upbeat after-

wards.
“We showed how well we can per-

R RANDY BORST/staft photographer
to the turt by North's Corky D'Ascenzo after he picked otf a Ralder pass inthe

come.”

brilitance of Saturday.

in OT

form here today. I'd be disappointed If
we didn't play this well every time.

Tough to say. Perhaps even a league
title would pale In comparison to the

Falcons

Don't tar and {eather those Farm-
ington Falcons just yet.

Jim Lalrd ran for an. 85-yard
touchdown with 1:30 left in the
game Friday night to give visiting
Farmington a 20-14 football victory
aver previously unbeaten Walled
Lake Central.

“It was & dive up the mlddle and
Jim split their two Unebackers and
stiff-armed their safetyman,” ex-
plained Farmington coach Don Ku-
ick. *It was a whale of a run. I was
just happy the way it turned out. It’s
been awhile since we won on that
field.”

The Falcons stormed back {from &
140 halftime deflcit with trio of
second half TDs to gain its first win
in four zames.

Eric Green started the comeback,

scoring on a 7-yard run in the sec-
ond quarter.
Early It the fourth quarter, defen-
sive end Ed Sudrina caused a fum-
ble and tcammate Rob Huta
scooped up the loose ball and raced
40 yards for the score.

“After going against such oute
stapding runnlcg backs as Torin
Dorn (Southfield), Mark Mecklen-
borg (Farmington Harrison) and
Tony Boles (Westland John Glean),
it was a nice win,® sald Kulck. “It
was an outstanding defensive effort.

“We fclt we could win tho game.
We Just decided to get golng.”

Laird rushed for 104 of the Fal-
cons’ 176 yards on the ground.
Quarterback Joe Bob Wenson also
enjoyed & big night, hittlng 10 of 14
passes for 107 yards and no inter-
ceptions, glving Farmington 283

ing Western Lakes Activities Assoct-
ation (WLAA) foe Northville (1-3} in
a defenaive struggle.

The vislting Hawks led 14-0 at the
half and then held on for the victory,
red on runs of 1

Blssell
The stubborn Hawk defense held
Northville to 104 total yards.
The Harrison defense registered
slx sacks and picked off four passes.

1n an upset of sorts, North Farmington battled to
a 1-1 draw Thursday with visiting Plymouth Salem
{n a Western Lakes boya soccer match.

The tle left Salem at 4-0-4 in league play and 6-1-
4 nvc.r“nll. North is now 1-4-2 In the league and 3-6-1
overall.

George Lopez acored the Raiders lone goal elght
minutes into the match off a cross from Jeft Jull-
ano. The Rocks’ Ebon Nash, taking a long through
pass from Mlke Taaner, responded with an uoas-
sisted goal at the 18-minute mark to tle the game.

Thursday’s draw with Salem is part of an overall
improvement made recently by the Ralders, coach
Cathy Cole said.

“In the last three or four games, we've played
our opponents more equal,” Cole sald. “We're utillz-
ing the midfleld more and playlng together. We
didn't have that In the first five games. We're sew-
ing together the gap we had before.”

For Salem, it waa the end of & long 11 games In

By Brad Emons
siaff writer .

Don't take a Redford Catholle Central-Blrming-
bam Brother Rice soccer matclf for granted.

In many 'ways, the soccer rivalry is more intense
than In football or basketball

Raider kickers tie tired Salem

an 18-day stretch of Its schedule.

“We're very tired,” Salem coach Ken Johnson
sald. “The legs are just dead. I don’t know what it
Is, but North, Just like Farmington and Northville
— they seem to get real fired up when they play
us”

4, FRANELIN 0: Jason Forge
scored two goals, and Chris Hackman added three
assists as Farmlington (3-4-1) blanked Livonia
Franklin (2-5-1) Thursday in Western Lakes soccer

actlon.

‘Both of Forge's goals came in the first balf as the
Falcons led 2-0. Jerry Potter and Tom Hanson
scored in the second half, with Hackman assisting
on hath goals.

*We controled the center of the fleld most of the

coach Ed Bartram sald. “We

game,”
played good team ball today.”
The Falcons outshot the Patriots, 21-14, an Farm-

Catholic Central, Rice go 1o war, 2-2

playofl berth in the Catholic League.
all the week be-

Rice first-year coach
means a lot. There was & lot of skill out there to-
day.”

IN A TIGHTLY MARKED, ball control match,
Rice had the better of it In the first half, leading 1-0
mmmxnmwm‘,ﬁmuw

“from the sideline. Shortly

ington goalkeeper Andy Krause picked up the shut-
out.

STEVENSON 3, HARRISON ¢: Livonia Steven-
son (9-0-), the Western Lakes leaders, got & palr of
goals from Lars Richters Friday to beat visiting

F 1t was p eighth
stralght shutout.
Stevenson, which outshot the Hawks 30-8, also
got strong midfleld play from John Mikkelsen.
WMWNJ the Spartans’ other goal.

Freshman goalie Juson Anthony, who stopped
shots, got the shutout.

The momentam, bowever, quickly changed La the
second half as CC '
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Vitas Rugienios beaded In a long Wendt throw-in

Tom Goodwin exzactly mdm.wmtt:;mntﬁ
same
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