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Johnny Rambo (Sytvester Stalione) Is comforted by a Vietnamese a ent (Julla Nickson) in “Rambo: First
Blood Part Il,” an entertaining yet regrettably over-simplified movle that's cloared $150

office.
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miliion at the box

“What megabuck miracle hath Stal-
lone wrought?” I asked myself as I mo-
tored somewhat apprehensively off to
sec “Rambo: First Blood Part IL”

Having studlously avolded “Rambo”
during the many months in which it
grossed $150 million, I decided it was
time to pay my dues and joln the le-
glons who had already queued up. In
spite of my distaste for violence and
my disregard for Stallone, I was curl-
ous why the film was 50 successful.

As it turns out, "Rambo® lsn't as
gross as one might expect; the violence
has a detached, unreal quality and the
fitm has a couple of things to say that
people want to hear.

Johnny Rambo (Sylvester Stallone), 8
highly decorated, well-trained combat
veteran of the Vietnam War, is re-
leased from prison on the condition he
undertake a dangerous scouting mls-
sion. Speclal Forces Col. Trautman
(Richard Crenna) collects Johnny from

Here's a toast towine distributors

It scems to me that a great many of these col-
umas make to a spectal, al t-unk
group of people In the world of wines, the distribu-
to

rs.

Often neglected, they arc the ones who make
available to the stores and restaurants which we
patronlze the wines that we select. It Is their ambi-
Uon, zeal, palate, sense of adventure and risk that
are Involved. What they fecl we want {o drink do-
termines what we do indeed drink.

Every state in our nation has its own system of
distribution, most of them highly regulated. The
regulations are part morality, part business, part
history and part polltics.

IN MICHIGAN, the flow of all spirits is governed
vigorously by a state agency, the Michigan Liquor
Control Commission, They authorize all wine
brought in and license all purveyors.

wine
Richard
Watson

$60, or about the same price for which it can be
purchased in its home state.

‘This means that wines can, and usually do, cost
the same here as ihey do in Callfornia. This 1 lm-
portant to us all, (If the winemaker does not dls-
count, as some do not, then that original, $60 case
arrives here at about $90. The margln begins to

ness community and society in general,

1 RECENTLY had occaslon (o view 15 of them at
the same cvent, gathered in a sem!-competitive en-
vironment. To thelr credit, they can be decently
¢ivil to one another, probably more so than some
other competitive groups would be under like clr-
cumatances,

1t is they who contact a winemaker, or & national
sales T ive, and enter into a contract to

There are three kinds of licenses: imp dis-
tributor and merchandiser. One can be bath an im-
porter and a dlatributor but the same persen cannot
also be a merchant. The first two acquire wine
{rom abroad and from within this country and sell
it to those who sell it tous.

The price of a bottle of wine may not be less than
it was purchased for (all sales costs are * ted”
with the LOC and only under certain conditions
may dlscounting occur), thus protecling the mom
and pop operations which cannot buy in the volume
some of our larger merchants can.

1 have no way of knowing how many lcensed
distributars there are In (be state, though you can
be sure that the LCC does. As in all buslnesses, to-
day's success becomes tomorrow's fallure; they
come and go.

Some serve only regional areas, some are atate-
wlde Ln thelr scope. Some deal in beer as well, some
in hard spirits. Some are true wine enthuslasts,
some are businessmen (only). Some are highly de-
pendable and ethical, some are less so. 1In short,
they are probably a good cross-section of our busl-

bring In this wine and not another. They select, It is
a highly competitive matter, full of risk.

The financial conditions under which they oper-
ate are informative and go a long way toward de-
termining what you and I pay for a bottle of wine.
Remember, some of these condltions are deter-
mined by law, some by custom and some by the law
of the marketplace.

We will use as an example a case of California
wine because it is a somewhat less comaplex situa-
tion than obtalns with imported wines. However,
whatever the wine's origin, the conditions of dlstri-
butlon are essentially the same.

THE CASE ls made to be sold from the winery
for $80 wholesale to a national or local distributor.
Most winerics, deslrous of getting thelr merchan-
dize Into the national pipeline, will discount that
case for an out-of-state sale by about one-third,
making it $40.

That wine is shipped to Michigan by a distributer
where he must pay for it on delivery and absorb the
costs of shipping (about $3 or $4 2 case). He will
then sell it to a merchant or restaurant for about
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The then adds his one-third profit to
the case and the $60 Item pow sells to you and me
for $90, or $7.50 a bottle. Most merchants give a 10
percent case discount to help us out a bit, cutting
into their 33 percent profit, A restaurateur, on the
ather hand, doubles his cost for the case when he
sells it, 50 his $60 investment goes on his wine list
{or $10 a bottle.

So we pay $7.50 for a bottle of Zinfandel which
the winemaker sold originally for $3.33. Further, he
bad to make the wine, bottle and label it, put in a
cork and foil and package it and in some way pro-
mote it as well. They say ln Callfornia that the
quickest way to become a millionaire s to have 10
million dollars and buy a winery.

IT MUST be stressed that these cost flgures are
approximations and that the whole pricing struc-
ture 1s more complex than I have reported, but the
cssence 13 correct.

A good estlmate is that the $7.50 bottle of wine
you drank with dinner the other night contains
about $1.50 worth of wine and $6 went for packag-
Ing and handling.

Enjoy it anyway!
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What makes Rambo tick?

4 Dan

i

L' the movies

.}, Greenberg

the chaln gang and takes him to meet
Marzhall Murdock (Charles Napier)
who Is in charge of the mission.

Murdock’s position ls never clearly
described but it quickly becomes evi-
f:nt that hoi‘: J couPlomcrnuz charac-

r represantative of everything nega-
tlve that might be sald uboutgpauu-
cians, the CIA and other clandestine
types.

RAMBO'S MISSION is to parachute
into Vietnam and search for American
MIAs but not rescue them, merely take
pictures. On jumping out of the plane,
he is faced with the flrst of many in-
credible obstacles, Hls chute harness
hangs up on the plane and he loses all
his equipment, except a terriflc knife
and a bow with a quiver full of arrows
that magically remains full no matter
how many enemy soldlers Rambo plns
to trees with his expert marksmanship.

Since thls Is & very baslc war story,
the guerrilla contact Rambo meetsis a
lovely girl, Co Bao (Julla Nickson),
with whom Rambo falla imrlove.

From *Death Race 2000" through all
the “Rocky” successes, there has been
considerable question aa to whether
Stallone can act or whether he just hap-
pens to make fllms that meet
filmgoers’ simple emotional needs.

“Rambo” settles that argument aa
itutlone expresses the emotions of war,
ove, hate, espionage and betrayal with
11l the finese of the valedictorian from
he Flex-'N-Grunt School of Acting.
e's got great blceps, but muscles don't
nake an actor.

The story, such as it is, la well-told,
=cll-staged and well-photographed —
sonvincing jungle tracking shats, lots

f colorful exploslons and bodies flying
1 all directions, courtesy of the stunt
Jepartment.

The prop depariment has suppiled
endless rounds of ammunition for guns
that never jam and qulvers always
filled with arvrows.

BUT TRE LACK of realism dllutes
the endless, uncanvinclng violence. It
becomes ridicufous, detacked and un-
real. With arrows both steel and explo-
sive-tipped, machine guns, rockets,
grenades, knlfc, bare flsts and a stolen
hellcopter, Stallone single-handedly de-
stroys large units of Russian and Vict-

namese troop.

1t may be incredible, but we all love
o run up the score.

And that, my frlends, is what §150
million dollars has been pald to see!
victory for our side, running up the
scores and “Bringing America Back.”

There's also a sly quality In “Ram-
bo's* favor. It serves as a simplistic
statement expiating natlonal gullt over
Vietnam, the abandoned MIAs/POWs
and the rotten treatment returning vet-
crans received.

“Rambo” changes ai} that — if only
for 90 minutes — and the POWs are
saved, large units of Vietnamese sol-
dlers finally are defeated and the loss
of the war in Vletnam is explalned as
the work of venal burcaucrats who
didn't have the will to win; they lacked
good ol' American gumption.

All that makes for successful movie
entertalnment but an overly stmplified
explanation of great tragedy. “Rambo”
1s Hollywood's dream world at its best:
easy fantasy and wish-fulfillment that
avoids the real world we need to face.
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