12¢(F)

OLE  Thursdey, Octobder 3, 1005

Neighbors recall Livonia’s rural nature

Livonia will cclebrate its 15ath
year with a communitpride oele-
bration on Friday in Roma Hall. Ta
get in the spirit, reporter Mary
Klemic found some of the arca’s
long-time residents to hear what
they had to say about the Livonia of
more than 40 yeors ago.

Ty Mary Ktemic
61ATT writex:

Once opon a time, Livonia was most-
1y & rural community, with more corn-
ficlds than traffic.  *

That's the beglnnlng of trus stories
— thone told by present and former

énergy efficiency is
theme of conference

Closing the Gap: Marketlng Enctgy
Efficlency” is the theme af the fourth
anoua) Communily Energy Manage-
ment Confereace set for Oct. 19-30 at
the Southfleld Holiday Inn.

Charlle Wing, host of the Public
Broadcast Station television series A
House for All Seasons,” will present the
keynote nddress “Selling Energy Effi-
clency.”

He will alao ahare his Insight on clos-
ing gaps in a typleal home witk coergy
conservation improvements, rating

support for community energy conser-
vation projects. Michigan-manufac.
tured energy products by the Offlce of
Michigan Products Promotlon/Mtchi-
gan Department of Commerce will be
on display.

‘The conference la jolntly aponsored
by the Energy Adminlstrative/Michi-
gan Department of Commerce, the
Small Business Assoclation of Michl-

residents of Livonia when asked by the
Observer to look back aver thelr years

hbere.

It might be hard to imaglne farms
and blg, empty spaces atong what are
now major atreets in Livonta, but that's
what was here 40 to 50 years ago. In
the words of resident Ircae Lawson,
who moved with bher husband, Jack, Lo
the community 47 yeara ngo from the

west slde of Dotrolt, “It was lke mov-

_ Ing to the country.”

The Lawsons, now married 80 years,
scttled on Richland. The arca featured
cornfields, gravel roads and *not too
many houses,” according to Jack Law-
00,

“There have been an awful lot of
changes In 47 ycars,” he sald.

HOW MUCH haa Livonla changed?
Theodore Sauer, the firat resideat pas-
tor of St. Paul Evangellcal Lutheran
Chureh, remembers the church as a
*little white frame” bullding when he
‘was there in 1941-58, (The bulldlng now
1s the senior citizen center.) The nearby
Fi Road-Five Mile area was

gan, Michigan Municipal League, Mich-
|gan School Business Offlclals, Michl-
gan Assoclation of Energy Manage-
ment F Michigan Commu-

home cnergy systems, and
techniques for low cost, cnergy effl-
cient homes.

The conference wlli feature more
than 30 workshops on toplcs which in-
clude: flndlng working ecapltal and
investors for energy management ser-
vices, techniques for marketing energy
technologles, using velunteers effec-
tvely In community cnergy profects,
and mustering polltical and flzanclal

nity Actlon Agency Associatlon, the

Burcau of Communlty Services/Michl-

gao Department of Labor, and the U.S.

Department of Energy. -
materials are

Contact the Encrgy Hotllne at 1-800-

292-4704 for a registration packet.’

&

“Livonia Center,” the geographle cen-
ter of the community that featured a
grocery store, a bardware store and a
few other stores along a two-lane
paved road.

“It waa much different than it Is to-
day,” sald Saver, who now lives in Man-
itowec, Wisc. “There were a lot of open
flelds, When we looked back out of our
kitchen window we saw (hree houses
Ialrly close by, and the (next closest

house) one-third or one-half mile down
the way.
“The catiro area was open,” he sajd,
gt (the pace) was much slower mov-
2

Among the members of Sauer’s con-
gregation were about alx farm familles
aed "quite a few® Ford Motor Co. work-
ers, ho anld. At that time, smaller Ford
plants were operating in the area.

Livonia was a township then, and the
township hall was in Plymouth. The
communlty didn't have a hospltal Res-
idents went to hoopitals In Northville,
Pontlae, Ann Arbor, Highland Park or
Detrolt. The local newspaper offered
onc famlly a Ufetime subscription for
$10. Livonia dido't have a high schoo),
::o ﬁmn students went to school In De-

atmosphere

card.

Blalr and Mabe! Leslle, celcbratlng
thefr 80th wedding anniversary tn Oc-
tober, moved from Detroit to n house
on Stark some 45 yeara ago.

“There were farms acroas the atrect
from us* Mabel Leslie sald. “You
should sce It now, 1t's all bullt up.”

Jerry and Dot Buxton eame to Live-
nin because the clty was sclllng parcels
for Utlle farma, It was September 1941,
and they had been married for seven

years.

“We hnd drawn a pleture of our home
on a plece of tissue paper, and we set
out to build our house,” Dot Buxton
sald. “We bought one lot for $425 then
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bought another one. We started to build
with two tents, dogs, two
handshovels and $200.”

THE BUXTONS planted about 30
apple trees, When Dot Buxton took her
children to the Elolse complex in West-
land to sce the dentist, she would plek
up a bale of hay dropped off along
Middlebelt for the famlly’s horse. She
haoled water from Inkster Road In a
horse and buggy.

“We were very much ploneers,” Dot
Huxton sald.

“There was nothlng out here when
we moved,” she sald. “We had  horse,
we hod a cow, we had pigs, we had
chlckli:s, we had ducks. It was all farm

A bank refused Lo giva the Buxtons a
mortgage to finlsh thelr house. The
house was bullt by Jerry Buxton, a car-
penter who also helped build Madonna
College and what fs now the Ladbroke
DRC raco course.
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*They sald, ‘What in the werld do you
want to move out In the country for?™”
Dot Buxton sald. “Now I've got a bank
withln a block and a balf of me.”

TRAFFIC WAS sparse In those days,

*I was working at General Motors
Dicsel in 1938, Jack Lawson eald,
“When I'd leave homo at 6 a.m., thero’
wotld be one or two cars on Plymouth
Hoad going cast. It'a a lot dliferent
now.” .
For enlertainment, residenta took':
part in garden partles, attended dances |
at the school or went Lo movies, N

‘The rural atmoaphere that attracted
these resldenta years ago may be gone,
but most =till Like the community.

“I guess we lked ¢ at that time,” |

Mabel Leslle safd. “The alr was so nice,
like on a farm.

“We liked {t out here,” she sald. "I'd
hate to leave our place, at our age, 1
like Livonia.,”
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