Students improve on csile

By Mary Klemic
staff writor

Livonla School District scores on the
Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) bave lo-
creased over last year, and are sub-
stantially higher than state and natlon-
al averages.

Scores for the American College Test
(ACT) In the district alsa were higher
than state and natlonal averapes. How-
ever, 1t 18 “extremely dUfficult* 10 com-
pare thls year’s average to those of
other years, because for the first time,

ACT scores of only senlors were report-
ed this year In Livonia, sald Peter
Moloney, research and evaluation spo-
clallst for tho district. .

In the Clarenceville district, which
includes parts of Livonla, Redford
Township and Farmington SAT
and ACT scores were higher than the
natlonal average this year.

The district also did better on thls
year's lesls than Jt did in previous
years, according to Sentor High School
cotinselor Denls Ringle.

In SAT resulls for Livonla, the aver-’

Farmington tops
'83-84 scores

By Joanne Mallszewsk]
siaff writer

High school senjors in the Farming.
ton Publlc Schools bave increased their
scores on college entrance czams,

Of the district’s 895 scnlors, 627, or
70 percent, took the American College
Teat (ACT) — the only test required for
college and university admisston —
when they were juntors in 1834-85, sald
Lynn Nutter, assistant superintendent.
Statewide participation in the ACT
stands at about 58 pereent.

Participation In the Scholastle Aptl-
tude Test (SAT) was less with only 417
of the total 895 senfors taking the
exam, Nutter said. The statewide aver-
age particlpation rate +in the SAT
stands at 11 percent.

‘The ACT, consldered a more compre-
hensive test than the SAT, measures
developed reasoning in Englist, mathe-
matics, social studles and natural sel.
ences.

The SAT, on the other hand, provides
an objective esitmate of how a student
wlll perform In the first year of col-
lege. The SAT tests verbal and mathe-
matleal reasonlng abllitjes,

IMPROVEMENT was seen In all
testing categories of the ACT. Of a to-
tal 35 on a compasite score, students
scored an average 20.9, up from 20.4 In
1983-84.

Of a total possible score of 33 on the
English exam, Farmingion students
scored an average 18.3 — an Increase
from 18.9 in 1983-84.

In math; students scored an average
20.8 out of a total 38. That's an im-
provement over the previous year
when students scored 20,5, Students
scored an average 19.3 out of a total 34
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on the social studiea exam. In 1934-83,
atudents scored 20.5.

.Scores In the natural sclences
Jumped the most from the previous
year. In 1983-84, students scored an av-
crage 23 out of 35. In 1984-85, they
scored an average of 23,7, .

“It Is & significant lncresse, even
though it doesn't scem that way,”
James Whitledge, a Farmingion Hi,
School counselor, sald of the improved
sbowings. “We compare quite favor-
ably with other dlstricta, the state and
the nation,” .

DESPITE INCREASES In the ACT
scores, Nutter safd, college and univer.
slty officiala malntain that a student's

school record i3 still the best evidence .

of preparatlon for college. .
On the SAT, students’ verbal acores
creased and the math scores de-
creased. Farmington district students
scored 455 out of a possible 600 score
on the verbal test. That's compared to
the average 448 score the previous
year,
In mathematics, students scored an
average $18 out of a possible 800 score.
‘The previous year, studenta had an av-
erage score of 523,

Although test scores are best used to
work with individual students, schoot
district offlelals also use them as an In.
dicatlon of what. in the curriculum
might need beeflng up, Nutter sald.

A few years ago, officlals were con-
cerned with students’ overall verbal
scores, A comprebensive writing pro-

gram from grades 3 to 10 was then im- -

plemented to improve students’ skills,
“The most mporiant thing is the ex-
perience youngsters get In taking the
exam, plus working with counselors {n
planning their future,” Nutter sald,
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ago verbal score this year was 513 (26
polnts more then the year before) and
the average math score was 595 (a 20-

Michigan uses the ACT to determine f1-
nancial ald on the basls of need for po-

polnt tike). 's SAT g
were 487 verbal and 517'math. Natlon-
ally, scores were 431 for verbal and
478 for math.

This years averago ACT scores in
Livonla were 18.8 for English, 20,9 for
math, 18.8 for soclal studies and 22,2
for natural science, a composite score
of 20.0. The state’s average scoro was
18.9, while the U8, average was 18.8.

“It's maintaining & pattern that has
been going on for several years: Livo-
nia scored higher than Michigan, and
Michigan scored higher than the pa-
tiop,” Moloney sald.

LAST YEAR'S ACT composite
scores were 19.8 for Livonia, 18.8 for
Michigan and 185 nationally, Two
years ago, the scorcs wero 19.5 for
Livonie, 16.6 for Michigan and 18.5 na-

-tonally.

Most students take the tests In their
Jjunlor year, Moloney sald. He said one
reason for this is application deadlines
for the Natlonal Merit Scholarshlp,
Ford Foundation graots and service
academies,

The SAT Is a voluntary test designed
to measure academic potentla] of col-
lege-bound atudents. It s used as an ad-
missions tool by colleges and place.
ment offlces. SAT scures are ured

meas:
gh agalnst o possible 800 total for each

balf of tho test,

The ACT Includes English, math, so-
clal studies and natural sclence, and
bas a possible 38 polnts. The state of

unlu:l college students,
*in N 2 very smatl percent-
age of high school seniors ‘take the
SAT,” Moloney sald. “In Livonla, oaly
about 7 percent of the students (took
the teat). Ten percent (of the students)
state (took the test), Most
take the ACT,

“SAT I8 the ope that geta the bal-
Iyhoo,” he said.
In

00Ty
were 917 for_males and 674 for fe-

males. Sixty males and 61 females took
the test.

The previous year, 77 +and 52
females took the tex

for males were 46 i

more than 500, compared to national
reaults of 28 percent verbal and 43 per-
cent math. Also in Livonia, 19 percent
In verbal and 52 percent In math
scored more than 800 (7 percent n ver-
bal and 17 percent for math natlon-
wide), and 3§ percent in verbal and 21
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pereent I math scored mors than 700,
compared {0 1 percent on the verba]
test and 4 percent on the math test pa-
tionally,

matl (1.4 and £1.0 respoctively). Bent-
Yoy High School students chalked up tha
highest scores in socia) studies {19.9)
and nateral sclenca (33.8). Indlvidual
bigh achool breaki
were unavailable,

One thousand Livonla students took

group,
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1hé ACT test. A total £6,800 students{n

Michlpan and approximately 740,000

muunwldn{wok

were 10.0 fcr Raglish, 17.9 for

17.5 for socizl studies and 31,5 lor?;% :

ral science, Natlonally, the aversgia

ge‘:ﬂv 181, 173, 174 and 31.2 respei
vely,

Ringls. The
students scored 438 on the verbal axd
:%& :n tho mathk, for a total score ¢f

,019, :

Marle Chestney contributéd to' s
this story. e
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