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Sibisdies

atars as country/western elngor Patsy
Ciino in “Swect Drooma," a maudlin blography of the
Grand Ole Opry star who died in a plane crash 22 years
ago.

4™ the movies
¢ " Dan
Greenberg

Patsy Cline’s life
comes to screen
as soapish drama

“Sweet Dreams™ Is OK but not much more. The whole enterprise
is rather boring, In spite of some pretty good performances, nota-
bly Jessica Lange as country/western singer Patsy Cline, Ann
Wedgeworth a3 her mother Hilda Hensley, and Ed Harris as
Patey's second husband, Charlie Dick.

Producer Bernard Schwartz (“Coal Mlner's Daughter®) and di-
rector Karel Helsz (“Night Must Fall*) seem intent on avoiding the
cliched Hollywood struggle to show-blz success. Instead they pres.
cnt a maudlin domestle tragedy that overwhelms the muslc as the
characters put thelr worst foot forward.

Patsy Cline was a talented Virginla glrl whose singing career
was characterized by a somewhat unusual popular appea) for a
country/western star. Her career was cut short by a tragie 1963
plane crash when she was 30 years old.

 On radio

Mike Whart, 8 Birmingham
residont for more than 18
yoars, i3 again heard on his
award-winning show *Kalel-
doscope,” which returned to
the air after a two-ycar ab-
sence. The program is pro-
sented from 6 to 7 p.m. Mon-
daye-Fridays on WQRS (105-
FM). “Kaleldoscope® focusos
on music but also exploros the
worlds of history, aclence,
theology, humor, politics, arta,
music and lotters.

Show begins 4th TV season

the Detrolt Institute of Arts, :

The one-hour TV program Is an oit.
growth of the "George Plerrot Show,*
which was telecast every night of the
week for 25 years before being take off
the alr seven years ago. N

The new show is of the same format,
but without commerclals, as veteran
world-traveler clnematographers pres-
ent their fllmed adventures with llve
natrration.

The relastated “World Adventure Se-
ries” TV show has been renewed and
will begln Its fourth year Saturday, on
WTVS, Channel 56.

Kenard Lawrence [a host of the TV
show and also hosts “Travel Talk,” a
telephone call-In show on radlo statlon
WXYT. Lawrence Is coordlnator of the
World Adventure Series, perrenlal
travel/adventure film lecture series at

THANKS

FOR YOUR WONDERFUL PATRONAGE IN MAKING
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gALMON STEAKS..SERVED FROM 4 .M, ALL DAY
UNDAY

Includes Apnetizer. Sainc, Wild Rico, Vegotables ang
Frosh Hot talian Bread.
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Patsy sang at the Grand Ole Opry, the Hollywood Bowl, Carne. -
gle Hall and on the “Arthur Godfrey Show™ — only the first and
Iast are scen In the film - as well as in a Jot of bars and roadhouse
jolnts, in real life and In the fitm.

HER DOMESTIC ilfe was not as successful, Since her first hus.
band, Gerald Cline (James Staley), was & borlng old stick-In-the-
mud, she divorced him in favor of Charlie Dick, & hard-drinking,
lovable but sometimes brutish boor,

Their llves, which flll most of *Sweet Dreams,” bad ups and
downs, mostly the latter If the {(lm Ls to be belleved, Typleal of the
downs was her disfigurement In an auto aceldent while going to
get more beer for her slster's graduatlon party, After much reha-
billtative therapy, the ugly purple scars disappear.

Charlle's beatings didn't leave vislble scars,

Patsy's particular throaty and sentlmental style, a blend of ro-
mantic ballads and country/western, ls pleasant to listen to, The
“Sweet Dreams” soundtrack contalns many of Patsy's recordings
made between 1960 and 1983, Lange's contribution to this flim
includes excellent lp synch wlth those recordings, with only one
slight miss — a considerable effort consldering the large number
of muslcal numbers. -

ut the alteration of d conflict 1
Lttle love) with Patsy's solos Is not the stuff of which great films
are made, or even particularly entertalning ones. It seems that
producer Scitwartz, director Relsz and screenwriter Robert
Getchell (*Alice Docsa't Live Here Anymoro®) naver declded clear-
Iy what kind of movle they wanted to make,

If this were to be a show-blx spectacular, then the flim peeds
more than Lange's solo performances as Patsy, no matter how
well done those scgu:nees may be. The Hollywood Bow), Carnegie
Hall and the Grand Ole Opry bave a lot more show-blz exeitement
than *Swoct Dreama® does.

‘THE ARTHUR Godfrey interlude Is almost embarrassing, as
Bruce Kirby mugs his way through playing it like the last-place
contestant in an Arthur Godfrey-Look-Alike Contest.

By-and-large, Patsy ambles on through, however slowly, to a
successful singlng career with no real struggle, except with ber
husband Charlle who beats her quits regularly. Thelr struggle is
also apparent on the psychologlcal level. .\

“The Patsy Cline Story,” as told n *Sweet Dreams,” never rises
above its materisls, no matter how herd and ko el Lange and
Harris

Coung:wulcm {ans will enjoy this rendition but I got tears In
my ears {from lying oo my back and crylng over big-budget fllms
that waste a lot of talent on & wezk story,
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Your Place or Ours

Anywhere, anytime, any occasion.
From the moderate to the exquisite,
we cater to your particular needs. We
prepare, deliver and set-up.

Carry out service and box lunches available.

Kingsleg Inn

WOODWARD AT L.LONG LAKE ROAD
BLOOMFIELD HILLS » 844-1400

The GoodEarth’s
Early Bird Specials.
Especially for You.

$4.95,

A complete dinner just $495 at The Good Earth
Restaurant 4to 6 PM, Monday-Friday,
Here's sometiang you early birds vall come flying in for—Thy Good Earth
Early Bird Specials. egin fer—he e
Itbegins with your choice of hamemade soup or salad, Either
our 2-summer vegetable soup or the soup of the day Or R

our mulu-vegetable garden paich sa'ad or spinach r;h-: / \

salad with our own special dressings Whats /
next? The choce 1s yours! lgo I
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All entrees are served with the

Good Earth's warm, delicious
10-graln rolls and brown rice pltal,
So, never put oft 'tll later what you -
can do between 4 and 8, Catch lha‘&v?//
Early Bird Spocial for Just $4,85. =0
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*Beef Kabob + Eggplaat Cassesole
*Catch of the Day o Teriyaki Chicken
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