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shows FordP s @@W@a“h@use to public

“When you fivlsh one thing,” says David
Conrad, “all you have to do is Jook around
and flnd something else that needs fixing.”

Slneo 1977, Conrad has velunteered timo
and waork to restors the powerhouso next to
auto ploneer Henry Ford's resldence on the
Unlversity of Michigan-Dearborn campus.

‘The powerhouse and boathouse, on the
Rougo River, will be the sites of tours and
pmcnullons when the campus holds open
house Saturday, Oct. 19.

(ORA

Among the five floors of equipment are
eleciric generators, an air compressor,
‘brine and ammonia pumps for
refrigeration, water filters for the
swimming pool, a 12-car garage,
boilers, phone equipment, the

Burt Burley (top) and Rick Holychuk were
among the firet voluntoora to work on tho
Henry Ford powsrhouso projoct, a hydro-
eloctric plant which has been reatored ot
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the Unlvarsity of Michigan.Daarbarn.
Thoy are former UM-D students. The
powerhouac will be open to public tours
Saturday, Oct. 18,
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HEATING AND-COOLING
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The Answer to
High Heaﬂn_g Bills, ]
The lEMVﬂX Pulse Fumace

Slash your heallng bllis with efficlency
superlor to your present furnace. The
new 93% to 87% efficlent Lennox Pulse
5 one of the most etficient gas furnaces
In the world, and could 8ave you snough
‘to pay for, Itsstt 11 just & few EMl-
clency, economy, eass of installatiqn...,. -

the furnace of the future,’ Horo todayl,,
The Lennox Pulu. :
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Kast teams up with Lennox to bring you ‘|

UM-D s on Evergreen Just south of Ford
Road. Hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
BEGAN work at the power-

centralized vacuum cleaner, and more,

turbine eughm Since that time, Conrad
and his bave

student,

Another student, Burt Burley, had sub-
mitted a detailed proposal to the university
to renovate the bulldlng, which had stood
dormant since the death of Clara Ford in
1950. With the unlversity supplying materi-
als and the volunteers donating thelr time,
tha students began work.

Volunteers found frozen control gates
and accelerator controls, 10 feet of water
covering the turbines, and varlous other

states of disrepair as a result of 25 years of

non-use, Conrad sald.
Stlll, major pleces of cqulpment dldn't
need to be replaced, but only inspected,

od.

'POWERHOUSE, bullt in 1914, was
completed before the actual Fair Lane
manslon, so that constructlon workers
could use the services of the building when
worklng on the manslon.

Among the flve floors of equipment are
electric generators, an alr compressor,
brine and amonla pumps for refrigeration,
water filters for the swimming pos), a 12-
car garage, boilers, phone equipment, the
centralized vacuum cleasert and more,

In 1983, the first major result of volun-
teer efforts came into being, with the res-

torution to working condition of both of the

to work
on the remaining tomponmu
The has also

WHEN THE DIRT and slag were finally
removed, wotkers found the carth-inte-
gntﬁd structure to be In generally good

other
areas of the powerhouse to become the
Henry Ford Estate's visitor center, and the
starting point for general tours,

EVEN WHILE work moved steadlly
along here, and Ln other parts of the catate,
the Ford's boathouse, just 250 feet up the
river from the powerhouse, remalned com-
pletely neglected untll very recently.

A September 1984 planning study, under-
taken by estate director Donn Werllng, in-
cluded comments by a host of visiting
clallats who saw the boathouse as r. 3
last in both artistle [mportance and resto.
ration potential.

A major problem was four feet of earth
which had been Iald down to block the

canal between the boathouss and the -

Rouge River. Much of the floor was also

cavercd when the cacal was filled In about -

1952,

“We broke the blg bulldozer, which the

clty of Dearborn lent us, three times trying
to remove that stuff,” Werling says, When
work began this summer, Werilng and vol-
unteers found one and one-half feet of dirt,
along with an equal amount of slag under-

-neath, “

Werllng envisions many uses for the
boath once the i

Werling would like to show historic Fard
fllms on video cassette players, install a
model of the “Callie B (thu Forda boat,
and nlckname for Clara Bryant) on the
ground floor, and posalbly aven bold cham-
ber musie conceris there.

5till further In the futare, the Estato di-
rector would llke to Insltitne canoe rides
and pontoon boat rides cbn the.cleaned-up
tiver In front of the boathousa.

JACK SMILEY, a 1973 U of M-D gradu.
ate, continues to aslst in the boathouse
reatoration,

Smiley ullmnamtbahupntlnlw
bowrs cleuﬂ.nl out the trees In the area
alone. “You couldn't even see the river
from bere. Tha last time it wu delnod out
was probably 1074, Smiley sal
that “it's really veat to look at um o!d ple-
tures and how the place used to be.”

Admission Is free for the Oct. 19 Open
House to view the beauty of unboaltmu.
and the e.n(lnn!rlnl wooders of
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