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Wins mean little
to a coach’s fate

EORGE SOMMERMAN resigned {from
his position ag Westland Joha Glean
varslty girls basketball coach last
week, proving once agaln that there is

Do success in BuCCess,

Pardon the redundancy, but if you scan the
sporis pages you'll flnd that winning Is not
everylhing, particularly for coaches. Takea
loslng team, turn it Into a winner and what
happens? The next season peaple expect that
team to battle for a champlonship.

So go ahead and win a league title — and
people expect a long run Lo the state playolfs.
Gulde a team to a state champlionshlp, and

people expect you to do it agaln and agaln.

Soanerurlmcrlhc chaih will be broken.
That's when the doubters trke center stage:
“What's wrong with these guys?” or *“They don't
want It a3 much,” or even "He can't eoach. He
Just got lucky one year."

It happens constantly, with members of the
medla bearing a major portion of reaponsibllity.

SUCCESS, YOU must understand, L relative.
A 8-6 scason for Michigan State in !oothnll tsa
guod ycar at University of Michigan it's a

Al r-‘rnmsm ’s Blrmlingham Brother Rlce
footbll squad Is 1-5 and everyone is baffled. John
Herringlon’s Farmington Harrison gridders Joso
to Livonia Franklln and people are astounded.
Oakland Unlversity loses two stralght soccer
gumes and fans nre scratching thelr heads,

Fans expect suceess, but in varylng degrees,
It depends on what the program has been Hke in
the past.

Which brings us back to Sommerman. He
resigned Oct. 7 following John Glenn’s game
with Northville.

His timing was puzzling. The Rockets had just
boaten Norihvlilo In what Sommerman Insisted
... wns ooc of the team'n better performances of
thtinm:un And Glenn had 2 7-2 record at that
polnt.

HAD THE ROCKETS been inconslstent — up

18-3 last year, and under Sommerman - the
only man to coach Glenn's varaity {until last
Thursday) - they won 120 of 201 games, about
€0 percent.

In high school sports, with all ita variables,
seven stralght winning seasons, a league title
and a couple of second-place finlshes s more
then respectable. Sommerman should go out In
glory, lauded for all he accomplished, with a

testimonial dinner to

Instead, he leaves in midseason because a
bandful of parents weren't happy with the way
heo did his job.

Mayhbe now you begin to understand. Winnlng
and loslng means lttle. A successful coach is not
only someone who can establish goals and
realize'them, but who can deal with outzide
pressures and influences, as well as the
multitude of frustrations Inherent ln the

criticlsm boecause of hls team’s poor post-seaso
record (the Rockets won just ene dlstrict uue)
his detractors questioning hls abllity to coach

They tell themselves to ignoroe it, that these
parents don't know what they'ro talking about,
that they don't undersland.

Sommerman told himself the same things. But
through the yeara the neuuvu kept mounting,
ko the ocean rard high tide. Soon It
waa 30 deep, the mu::lsm: became eo

By Brad Emons
stalf writer

Halloween came a Little wly for the Livonln La-
dywood girla basketball

Watching a cvmlcrruble lo-polnt lead dlsappear
in thin air, the Blarers nearly got spooked Tucsdny
night before hanging on for a §3-82 Cathollc lAnzun
Central Divislon victory aver rival Fi
Mercy before an estimated 1,700 screaming fans at
Schoolcraft College.

Unbeaten Ladywood, which won for the 1ith
straight time, scemingly had things under control
when Mary Joy Koncul got behind Mercy’s full-
court pressing defense for an casy two polnts, glv-
g s 1545t i 13

ut Merey, one of its pal come-
backs,pn!obehlamlnto tho Blazers.

With T alodka and Yvette Malson each
making thrve-poLnl plays, sandwiched between &
Ladywood turnover, Mercy trimmed the lead to
(uurinn matter of 20 seconds.

LADYWOOD, rattled by the sudden turn of
events, coughed up the ball again and Michelle
l-‘rynlll short jumper cut the lead to 80-58 with

Anuu:er uﬂywood turnover eight scconds tater
turned the crowd into a frenxy, but Ladywood's
Cathy Schram made the play of the game, comlng
up with a steal at the 39-second mark.

Konexal again got loose inside for two polnts,
puttlng the Blazers up by four. Mercy then commlt-
ted another costly turnover and fouled Jenny Na-
dean with 24 seconds left.

Nadeau made one free throw to make It 62-58,
but Merey scoved two baskets in the flnal 10 see-
onds to make the flnal margin on

But the horror continued {or Lndywood when
Schram, going full tilt for pasa toward her own bas-
ket, mnde a home plate slide Into & sea of specta-
tors who gathered dangerously behind the basallne.

Schram left the floor In & dare with only three
seconds remaining,

‘While Schram was being carted off wllh a possi-

ble concussion, Ladywood cozch Ed K.
was almost in a daze himself after the eraxy end-
ing.

“I TOLD THEM after the game that they'vo
worked t0o hard for this to let It get away,” Ka-
vanaugh sald. “I thought at tho ead we could have
been more aggre=sive and made things happen.

“At the end we got too tentative. We got unht!vc
beeause of the sz of the lead, and we Just wanted
the clock to run out.”

It waa all Ladywood In the flrst half as Mercy

Ladywood, breaklng Mercy’s trapping defense,
stretched Its lead to 53-35 pear the end of three
quarters 3 center Sue Lellberte converted two
consecutive three-polnt plays.

Raiders advance in
regional tournament

Karsten Fetton gave away the’ bnll
four times'In North Farmington's
iesday.

But on all four occasions, Fetton's

Morcy's Missy Ducxynskl takos a swipe at the basket-
ball being cradled by Ladywood's Jonny Nadoau Tues-

tatively in the first half

“THE ONLY PLAYER that was aggressive for
us In the flrst half wos Margnret DeMattls, And I
thought she was superb. But I wes proud of the way
all of them played in the second half.”

Catholic Leaguas foe.

hdywnodmamlnudnhlhmodmﬂnz at-
Lallberts lea the way
with 17 polots cach, Nadeau neited ll, while
Schram and Debbie Laplnski added nlne
“What Fm most happy lboulu\kleamllth.lt
wo've got balance,” Kavanaugh said, 'Mygoalhto
have thesa flve kids phyoo 6 basketball,

one year, dawn the next - or were they committed 12 costly turnovers. l..ndywood layed confldently and thoy wero pb; Ndodh, battl ed the hlg Ladywood girls co
conslstently medlocre? Nelther — the lnst time i P v who

I T The Blazers led 18-5 durlog ono stage of tho first the boards all night, led the lhrl!m with 18 points,
they had a loslng 'rd was 1878, They were quarter, but Mercey cut the gap to 37-26 at the half, Terrl Ford added 13 and r

ﬂ&:r Dow, l.ldywood ajts all alm in first place
5-0 record.
But the two rivals meet again nmdly, Oct. 31,
at Birminghem Brother Rice — night,

Q

day night. Mercy rallled but fell chy by a polnt to ite

McDonald Research Department Report:
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Sommerman after the Northville game, hlawil] | ¢ath of the scason. His first goal put  theran Northwest wmmu opo-goal
to coach waa broken. I was crushed, I was North up 2-0 in the first half after Juli-  deflcit at the half to take the win over
really crushed,” Sommerman a admitiod, Nu;&wﬁ‘ ncmdn!tgemm& m:unpa wﬁ Tuesday in & pro-
armington  (7-7- .m, fying match.
ey oach experienccs momenta Liks these, cuishot Millrd 179, led 31 at half-

'We wers 2 bit littla flat today,” sald
Ralder coach Catby Cole. “With a good
practice (this week), wa should have a

Stevenson Friday in a reglonal match,

Mal and Mike Ruschak both
mmmmmwumemw
ers advanced lo regional -play, Riatt
Glelow assisted on Mal's goal and Jeff
Young oo Ruschak's, .

Taking Stock of
the Oil Industry

ton,
teammates were on the other end to Soccef
o remesnber, for & paltey sum of alam In goals as the vislting Raders
. po:i“::ld M]uom,m:-), Tuesday In pre- ood ’ L,
reglonal soccer actlon. good game on Friday.* Pl
T rAN A s good coach. He drew Fetton acsisted on all four of North's  The Ralders bost undefeated Livonia

Oil investors will want to
dig into our latest quarterly review of
the worldwide oil indus

mmnme. even the victories cvu!d not buoy

- As Sommermax sald, T tried to forglve and
mrge!. but I kept remembering.”

McDonald energy specialist Jack Aydm has updaled
his continuing examination of crude oil production and
pricing, as well as the many other dynamics

Farmington’s 1st win

50 SOMMERMAN checked out, leaving with
his head high, knowing what he accomplished
few people could bave. He built Glenn's girls

a task that should not be

can Lbe hl:-!uml
others eodured — lnlpukinaot
mdph:lumagymwhuukmbdng
—u!bcyhtﬂsdlerpalﬂmlnm:
_domlm world, Many stil]
: Sommu’mum'lhnrnwpmnpﬁlh
mlmmm‘t{h:ﬂnmhnw&lﬂmhh
angry pareuts
m.\m hnwlbe‘-"vutn!au
forever.” He'llait in the stands and watch his
two danghters, Dhm and Ruth, play for Glean.
And In the daye ahead, b} bo abla to look
back on hls coaching record and know the only
_pmhahadtonud’hudld himself,

Glris still take a back seat to boys in sports,
roau

—th A ke

clouded with sorrow

.lcnn!.ia‘ Hughes scored 14 polnts for
Harrison while Becky Philp had 10 for
A} L.

N. FARMINGTON -89, NORTD-
VILLE 28: The Blldal picked up their
second stralght win Toceday as Notth

+ Farmington edged Northville In a jow-

11-0-14 from

gune-high 10

added eight polnts, all from the cutsida.
Nl:"th, 83 (¢5 W;I’.AA), lad\ 2314 at

"Suite 333 Blrmmghlm th. 401 S,
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that impact the industry.

The report includes earnings projections through 1986
for 24 major oil companies, and identifies five issues that
we believe have above-average growth potential,

For your free copy of this report, just mail the coupon below or call:

540-1221
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