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Factors that prognesticators utilize
.{ when determucing how good a foot-
[tall player will be are all black and
1| white: size, speed. expenence.
;] By those standards, University of
f Michigan defensive tackle Mark
o Messoer probably shouldn't be a
o starter. He stands 6-foot-3 and weighs
it at a palty 235, At Muchigan State
last Saturcay. Messner faced behe-
ooy Mapdanic (6-6, 269)
teve Bogdalek (6-4. 155).

\-d Messner 15 ocly 2 sophomore.
He's starting oo a team that was 500
a year ago. a tear that, when pre-
season predictors applied the above-
tmestoned factors to its players, fig-
ured to be po better this season.

What those predictors canaot mea.
sure is what really makes the differ-
eace in football heart, desire, inceo.
tire. teamwork That's why U-M is 5.
0 this season, a shock to even the
most loral Wolvenae fass

EVEN THE U-M players are a bit
surprised by their asiounding suceess.
“The defecse has been the reason, first
and foremoast - it bas allowed just
ooe touchdown this season while re-
cordizg two shutouts, including 2 31-0
win over MSU Saturday.

“It al) depended on ‘whether or not
we could come together as a team.”
said Messacr, a Redford Catholic
Ceatral gr:duzlt Ele\en Ruys are
awiully tough to bea

Messner bas conmbumd 1o the
Wolverines® success. True, he has lit-
tle expericnce and pearly all e of-
fersive linemen he faces are bigger.
But Messper provides U-M  with
sometkiog it bad little of before —
quickness and a pass

His abilities shene h-lgbu) against
MSU. Unofficially, be was in on six
tackles, five for losses. He sacked
Spartan quarterback Bobby Mcallis-
ter twice, opce in the opening quarter
for a loss of eight and again in the
secood for a 12-yard loss.

Messner also nailed freshman split
cod Andre Rison for an 11-yard loss
on an attempted reverse ia the third
quarter.

IN A BIG TEN loaded witk strong-
armed quarterbacks like lowa's
Chock Long Ilincis® Jack Trudeau
and Purdue’s Jim Everett. a pass

'U-M’s Messner:
star on the r

se

rush is essential for success. The
Wolverines and Messoer have proved
they can supply it

“We're smaller and quicker, that's
why,” sud Messoer. “It's the way our
defezse is siructured. We keep the of-
fensive Uine off balance. They don't
know what we're geing to do.™

Part of that strategy calis for
Messner to move from the right side
of the line to the left. Although he's
listed as a defensive tackle, be often
lines up ike a defensive end.

Against MSU and the scrambling
McAllister, his assignment was clear:

“Contain. All we wapted to do was
contain kim. We u:ou;m u we could
do that we could stop him.

This week's mlgnman agalnst
No. 1-ranked lowa. will be more difi-
cult. Long is considered by tmany to
be the nalion's top coliegiate quarter-
back.

“It's the same principal” said
Messoer in Jooking ahead. "We've got
to contain kim. We have to pressure
him because if he starts fmoving hls
{eet, be's more dangerous.”

WHEN YOU give away at least 20
pounds o your oppopent. trying 1o
muscle your way to the quarterback
woo't work 100 often. Messner is well
aware of it.

~1cant tangle with the big guys,”
be admitted with a xmile, "I've got to
get around them.”

That strategy has worked well.
Messner is tied for the team lead in
quarterback sacks with five. He has
seven tackles for 71 yards in losses.

The jelling of the U-M defense into
a cobesive unit, perhaps the most
dominating in the nation, is based on
what bappened last

“We're playing as a team.” be said.
“When someone makes a dig play, ev-
eryone congratulates him. Last year
that didn't happen. A guy would make
a big play and 00 oae would come up
to kim, or be'd just turn his back on

them.”

Going 6-6 last season is the major
reason for this season's suecess. The
bitterness of the 1984 campaign and
predictions of another dismal vear in
1985 remain the drivicg forces behind
the Wolveripes.

Incestive and pride propel a de-
fease U-M has a lot of both going for
it, which is why the Wolveripes are
a{]ﬂ: a top contender for tke Big Ten
title.

Cameron makes B|g Daddy go

Phll

By Laery 0'Connor
stal writor

A baseball mana, y sigoals
wlbebuﬂpu:lorhhreﬂdbd Cham-
pn:&lpdngrucrboncnuuulhw
Farmingtos Hills for
Andlucamumdocnlevmhx\'c
to warm up, 23 the Farmington High
alum already pomvesses a vast reper-
toire of mechanical skills. But the dis-
tance from the bullpen to the mound is
considerably shorter than the trips
Cameron makes as Garlits ﬂ)ln

meclunlc

Cameron bas been to
Pbocntl Mnnu-ul and Denver, as Gar-
Uts recently clinched the Natlonal Hot

Don Garlits’ ‘rop Fuel drag racer is kept mnnlnn lean and mean by Farmington Hllia mechanic Joo

Cameron.

Rod Assoctation (NHRA) World Series
Crumploeship.

Garlits, the oldest racer on the
NHRA cireuit at 53, ofiered Cameron 2
shot in the

turned the offer down.

INSTEAD, GARLITS gladly pays for
Cameron’s air fare 1o cotne o his races
on the weekends.

-nnumﬁmnmmm@!er
have at the store,” Camercn said ]
dontbauwdﬂvemlhemdm
races, and [ still get to see the races in

Livonia kickers succeed

The Livoala Hawks, a girls under-12
Bonanza League select team, flnished
second In their division [ast weekend at
the Area Girls Soccer

sporis shorts
© OBSERVERLAND VY Dartmouth win, catching touchdown
LEAGUERS pam of 35 and 99 yards.

The freshmen {ootball game last
wtek between Ivy League rivals
Princetos and Dartmousth had an Ob-
serverland flavor o it.
Craig Morton, Al-Observerland
standout from P

cevich {rom Farmington Harrison and
Scott Kooll of North Farmington —
both All-Area choices last scason —
started for Princeton.

Final score: Dartmoath 21, Prince.
too 17,

Morton figured prominently in the

ll started 2t middle linebacker
and called the defensive signals for
Princeton. Sarcevich was the starting
offeasive tackle.

© TENNIS LESSONS

The Farmington Hills Parks m&

tion Division, in cooperation

with the Farmington Teanis Club, is of-

fering six woeks of teanis lessoos on
Saturday mornings beginning Oct. 19.
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(WAGS) tournament in Fairfax, Va.
The Hawks, the youngest Michigan

L i
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Mogel #46-5415

team cver to compete In the WAGS
Tournameat, fell to Burlington, Ontar-
{o. in the finals, 2-1.
‘The Hawks, coached and managed
by Tom and Kathy Coyne, reached the
with 2-0 and 5-0 victoriea
over Sterling, Va.
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from his boss at Ramchargers,
Goulet, belped him on his way.

THEN AT MILAN dragway, be met
up wﬂhhhlongﬁmeidol who be used
to watch oo TV — Garlita,

“I was ]ust in the right Dhce at the
right time, s2id. “I never had
anldulhmla:tlwouldbelnmepui-
tion that I'm in now.”

- Sald Garlits: “A lot of guys come
because they just want to get
involved. Joe came around and wanted

bave the best of both worids.”
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bemi engine {the same kind used in to belp, 30 we let him. It's worked out
most drag cars) for a 1970 Cuda. After real well.”

be gradnated In 1977, be went to Belng in Garlits’ pit crew Is not ex.
MoTech, a mechanlcs school owned by  actly like selilng tee cream. It involves

plenty of work in a stressful environ.
ment.

“It's just plaln mechanic's work,”
Garlits sald. "ll’x not real glamorous,”

Between every race, Cameron and
two others strip the engine down (in.
cluding pistons and valves) to check for
defects. They only have 90 minutes to
dolt.

1f something major goes askew, like
receatly In Indianapolls whea Garllts'
clutch went out, the pressure intensj.
fics.

GARLITS, WHO'S WON won six of
13 races on the NHRA tour, still man.
aged to win in Indfanapolls despite hav.
ing his car’s rear end, transmisslon and
bell housing dismantled in addition to
the regular engloe breakdown,

*The whole thing had to come apart,”
recalled Cameron. “We really had to
tear Into it.

“When you work that hard and the
car wins, you really feel like you've ac-
complished something.”

Cameron admitted still being awes-
truck by Garlits, who's been racing for
30 years.

“He's a perfectionist,” he said of Gar-
lits. *He's kind of intense, Things are to
be done a certain way, and you belter
pick up or you're not going to be around
long.”

It appears Cameron is going to be
around Garlits for a while.
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FLAT ROOF SPECIALISTS
WORK GUARANTEED
Sinco 1352

,'Avolluble Daily” -
4 Varieties Of
Stuffed Baked Potatoes

Ham and Cheese
Club Sandwich
and an order
of French Fries

oa-reuum.a. 1085

'— Breakfast —

Served Daily 8 am. To 14 am:

2 fresh eggs cooked any style,
sausage links or bacon, hash
brown potatoes, served wlth
toast and jelly..

LY ER™) MAPLE BIRMINGHAM
642-6655




