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Garages a frequent targ

The following column is the fifth
in a series written for the Farming-
ton Observer by Chris Cogar, a tech-
nician with the Farmington Hills
Police Department’s Crime Preven-
tion Unit.

Garages, with thelr many valuable
stored [tems, can be tempting targets
for a thief, Due to their location and
fimited use, this area of your res{dence
1= more vulnerable to intruders, and,
oftentlmes, the least secure portlon of
your home.

During the past
three months in
Farmington Hills,
more than one out
of every three
burglaries oc-
curred through
the garage. More
Importantly, In
over 50 percent of
these Incldent, the
thief galned en-
trance by means
of an open or un-
locked garage door.

For that reason, It Is important that
you keep your garage doors closed and
locked. Also, keep in mind that an open
garage, without a vehicle lnside, sends
a clear message that the resldents are
away from the home, There are a hum-
ber of precautlons you can take to se-
cure your garage and protect any valu-
able portable ltems stored inside.

“The followlng suggc:llnn: can help
you reducc your garage's security
weal

L] PRO‘I‘ ECT OVERHEAD DOORS

Chris Coger

‘Keep in mind that an
open garage, without s
vehicle inside, sends a
clear measage that the
residents aro away
from the home.'

Chris Cogor, specialist,
crime prevention

— The combi{nation bandle lock, which
operates the two latches on the over-
tiead door, I oftentimes Insufflcient se-
curity. Increase protection by drilling a
hole through the track, on cach slde of
the doar, as clese to the roller as possi-
ble. This enables the lnsertion of a
large bolt, or heavy-duty padleck, to
obstruct the roller ang prevent the door
from belng lifted of Glass inserta
and thin masonite, or wood, door panels
can be relnforced with metal or wood
traces mounted on the instde of the ga-
rage door.

# SECURE SERVICE DOORS —
All entry doors should be of metal or
solld wood constructlon. If you have a
door with wood panels, or glass inserts,
protect these portions from belng bro-
ken or forced out in the same manner
you would to relnforce your overhead
garage door. Both outside and iaslde
service doors require a quality dead-
bolt lock. Because an attached garage
can provide excellent cover for bur-
glars to work undeteeted, while they
are galnlng entrance into your house,
extra sccurity measures ahould be tak-
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Once you know who we are...
you won’t buy from anyone else!

How long has It been since you found someone who takes
old-fashloned pride In his work? Who doesn't skimp and cut
corners? Who gives you a full measure of honest value, and
backs his work to the hiit? Who prices every [ob falrly, so
that it doesn't cost you an arm and a leg?
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that's an Impossible dream. Teday, Bob Stern s making It
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crime watch

en to reduce the possibllity of foreed
entry through the inside service door. A

strong door and lock wlll be of Imlc
vnlue, however, If the door frame s
weak, 50 be sure !.ocheck and repalr all
Irnmu if warping or 4 is

LR VALUABLES — If you
store skls, golf clubs, blcycle:,
mowblowers or other valuable porta-
ble luuu in your garage, each should
: viduaily secured. Shonld you

ve a

evident.

® SAFEGUARD WINDOWS — Per-
manently secure all windows that you
don’t really noed to open, To protect
glass, install an unbmknblo polycar-
bonate panel, or a decorative metal
grill, oo the inside of the window
frame. Security fllm, which adheres to
and relnforces the glass, Ia another al-
ternative, To reduce tzmplntlon, eltml-
nate visibllity Into the garage by in-
atalling curtalns, seallng windows with
plywood, or by palnting the glass to
block the view lmm the outside.

p in your , 0.
sider removing the more vnluhle tools
to a safer spot in your home. Be sure o
safeguard all other tools to a safer spot
In your home. Also, with electricity [n
many attached garages, some thieves
have found the use af u:e bomcowner's
power tools to be very Aocaslble und
quite belpfol. To discourage th

mark all tools and vatuables jtems wmn
an identifying number {Le., your driv.
er’s liccnse number and abbreviation
for the state).
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openers furnlah added security as long
as they are adjusied properly. I the
door does not cluud;ecumw euyul.ld be
forced Should you pl eave
your h(mor an extended period of
time, be sure to dlsconnect the power
to the unlt. This will prevent acciden-
tizl activation from passing anto
transmitters, afirplanes or electrical
storma.

ALTHOUGH NO one would inten-
tlonally invite a burglar into thelr
home, ope of the major reasons there

are 30 many burglaries is because the
average citizen makes it profitable and
easy for the thief,

Refraln from hiding an extra key In
a secret location In your garage for
many thleves have learned right where
iook.

t of thieves

Good lighting should bo naed to)
dlscourage unwanted prowlers. If your|
garage 13 separate from the house, be
sure to llluminate the path between the,
two structures, Install light switches in|
the garage and {nside the home 5o thaf|

lights can be contrelled from elther 1o
catlon,

All trees and bushes ahould be kept
trimmed to provide a clear view and
deny the burglar the opportunlty (o
work undetected.

Since the mjorlty of burgun pm
thelr targets at random and,
cases, whenever the opponunlty pre-
senta Itself, the key to protecting your
garage and [ts contents is to minimizs
temptatlon by reducing as many secur.
Ity wenknesses as you can.

Experta agree, lhe best form of pro.
tection is erime prevention.
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For the Two of You...

Join us for a
Celebration of the Heart

CELEBRATE SWEETEST DAY
FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY

OCTOBER 18, 19 & 20
Jolly Miller Restaurant

LOVING CUP DINNER
Juicy Jumbo Shsimp, Lightly Tempura Battered, ideally wed with a Choice Center
Cut Filet Mignon; Our Chef's Choice of Select Vegetable, Steaming Hoe Baked
Potato and a full round from our Salad Table,

A glasy of house Ch and flaming St
Available Every
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