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Physicians gear for r

Dy Carolyn DeMarco
statt writer

Busloads of physicians and thelr sup-
porters will depart arca hospltals Tucs-
doy to Join proteators atatewide in an
erganlzed march on Lansing.

of the march Ls to bring to
the attentlon of legislators and the pub-
llc a growing concern by physlictans on
the handling of medical malpractice
clalms and premlums in the state.

Discussion ls expected to center
around a proposed cap of $250,000 for
payment of noneconomic paln and suf-
fering awards n malpractice sults,
Medical expenses and loss of wages are
not included In the cap, The proposal is
belng debated by the state Senate,

More than 600 supporters In 14 buses
are expecied to leave from Beaumont
Hospital In Royal Oak. The effort at
Beaumont Is being coordinated by two
attending staff physleiana in private
practlce, Dr. Gerald Conway, a urolo-
glst, and Dr, Willls Stephens, an obate-
triclan,

Stephens said the 600 supporters are
composed of physiclans, thelr famllies,
office help, volunteers, drug company
representatives and other medleal sup-
port persons.

A NUMBER of people who support
the cause will stay behind "to cover
bospltal services,” he emphaslzed. “The
hospital wlill not be left bare.”

The primary purpose, Stephens sald,
"ls to show phygiclans that they can
group logether and accompllsh some-
thing under one banner.

‘We have to bring attention to the
situation.that the medical field is in.
We're being backed into a corner
medically and legally.’

— Dr. Allen Babcock,.
orthopedic surgeon

Heary Ford contingent to Lansing.

Whitebouse sald his group wlill joln
‘with other area particlpants for a rally
at the Civic Center lo Lansing at § a.m,,
with a larger rally on the steps of the
Capito) Bullding planned fer noon. Dur-
ing the afternoon they will mect with
tppropriate scnators and leglslators to
discuss the problems of malpractice
sults,

*I think we will be influcatial,” he

“We want not so much to impress
leglslators but to ldentify the problems
to the publle. We don't want to losa our
neuresurgeons, obatetriclans and ortho-
pedlc surgeons, These arc the most
critlcal areas, the most ltigated
agalnst,”

More than 200 physicians and sup-
porters are expected to depart at 7:30
am. from Crittenton Hospital In Ro-
chester Hills, where the movement was
organized by Dr. Poter Dubamel, a
general surgeon.

Dr. Allen Babeock, an orthopedle
aurgeon particlpating in the march
from Crittenton, sald, “We have to
bring attentlon ta the sltuntion that the
medical fleld is (n. We're belng backed
into a corner medicaily and legaily.
People fec) that we're taking away
thelr abillty to be compensated. We
don't want patlents to lose If they're
wronged, but there should be falr com-
pensatlon, done quickly,

“We want to sce patients (who are)
truly Injured compensated, but we
don’t want to line attorneys’ pockets.

Out of every dollar pafd out, the patient
ks recelving only 30 cents.”

“Every time I enter an emergency
room, I feel I've got an nttorney on my
shoulder, We're practlcing defenslve
medleine. Pollents' charts have be-
come patlents’ briefs.”

BABOOCK SAID he hoped to bring
an end to frivolous sulis. For every
three sults flled, whether they are
dropped or not, he explalned, preml-
ums are Increased for a period of {ive
years.

Heary Ford Hospltal physiclans and
thelr supporters ayatemwide will num-
ber more than 250. The group will be
teaving at 7:3¢ a.m. Tuesday from
three locatlons — the maln campus in
Detroit, the West Bloomfleld facllity
and the Fairtane facillty ln Dearborn.

Dr. Fred Whilehouse, dlvislon head
of metabolle diseases, ia chalrman of
the Henry Ford Hospltal malpractice
actlon task force and organizer of the

added, “but not determinant. We

lieve we should be (nvolved In the polit~
ical process, but we recognize itUs not
the only thing that will have an effect.”

More than 250 attendlng phyaicians
&nd residents will gather at 7:30 a.m. [n
the parking lot of Providence Hospital
medical bullding in Southileld.

DR. DON KROHN, chalrman of the
obatetrics-gynecology department, s
headlng the group, He sald, "Weo are
gravely concerned about the contlaulng
access to medical care. Costs are [n-
creasing for both pauenl and pbyllclnn.
and in many cases in de-
creased avallablity In med]cal care,
The proposed reforms would ereate a
Iess hostile medical malpractice cavi-
ronment.”

Dr. Michae) Wayne, who has a fami-
ly practice, is coordinating efforts at
Botsford General Hospital In Farming.
ton Hills, where more than 200 pbyxl-

alpractice protest

done for everyone, especlally our pa-
tlents, so that they are properly com-
pensated, and that compensatlon s not
filtered out and lest through the sys-

Dr. Frederick Minkow, presldent of
the Oakland County Medical Soclety,
and & staff member of St. Joseph Mer-
cy Hoapita) In Pontlac, i3 one of more
than 300 physictans, their famlilies and
friends, and members of the nursing
saff and other support services, depart-
Ing by buses at 8 a.m. from St. Joscph.

tem.

Publlc relations personnet at several
of the hospitals contacted were quick to
point out that although the hospital ad-
mialstratlon 3 supportive of the physl-
clans’ involvement, the hospitals them.

“We h t (!
Minkow sald, "We hope to convince selves are not directly involved.

lcglslaters . . . to insure that justlce ls

® OAE Classifieds work! © OBE Classifieds work! O

clana and supporters are
depart for Lansing at 7:30 a.m,

police/fire calls
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Composite drawing of Hills rob-
bory suspoct,
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Listed below are highlights of
Farmington-area police and fire
calls reccived during the past week:
© MAN ROBBED

A gunman robbed a Farmington
Hills businessman of his car and $2,000
in cash outslde a local bank Wednesday
morning. .

According to a Farmington Hllls po-
lice report, the 37-ycar-old business-
man was parking his car outside First
of America, 28564 Orchard Lake, when
he was approached by the gunman
about 9:35 a.m.

The gunman entered the passenger
side of the car and thraatened the busi-
nessman U be dldn't do as he was told.

At a nhoppmg cu:wr n-,ar 12 Mlle
and Orchard Laks

e roas 6 gunman
ordered the vietim out. With $2,000 ina
City Natlonal Bank monoy bag in tow,
the gunmen fled In the car south on Or-

~.” “Gem Corpot 532-6080
& Furniture Cleaners

¥

The car, & 1982 brown Ford station
wagon with wood-graln sldes, was val-

ued at $4,000.

The gunman was described as black
and about 20-25 years of age, 5-10, 160
pounds, with black halr, & medlum
bulld and a medium skin tone. He
brandlahed a blue steel revelver.

He was wearing a Detrolt Tigers cap
and possibly a black jacket.

Call tips to the Farmington Hills Po-
lee: 473-9537.

© THEFT REPORTED

Nearly $800 In construction materi-
als were taken from a bouse belog built
on Lancaster about 1:30 a.m. Oct. 15,
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accordlng to a Farmington Hills pollce
report.
@ BOMB THREAT

The 47th District Court was the tar-
get of a bomb threat Thursday morn-
ing, accordlng to a Farmington Depart-
ment of Publle Safety report.

The switchboard operator at the
courthouse, 32785 10 Mile, told police a
caller asked to speak to the pollce chief
or deputy chict about 10:05 a.m.

‘When she provided the police depart-
ment’s telephone cumber, the caller
announced @ bomb threat, the operator
told pollce.

The caller then hung up and the oper-
ator calied pollee.
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