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Esﬁai@ of Hill

By Joanne Mallszewsk!
atalf wriler

Elbcrt Hatchett, attorney for the es-

Iu an out-of-court settlement

Shepard died Oct. 27, 1984 at tho age
of 74, Hls estlmated $197,009 estata be-
came the center of 2 court battle be-

began when'k petition was filed in pro-
bate court to determlne Sbepard’s
helrs. Caito wan not included s an helr

s council watcher is divided

date as Aug. 16, 1033. Her parents were
listed as Liston Shepard and Margaret
Adele Spisak. The dirth ccrtlﬂula also

Balsick of West Bloomfield Townahip,
to return $19,900 to the uuu,
Hatchett sald.

The nearly $200,000 estate of Liston reached several months ago, it was de-  fore Oakland Probate Judge Eugene in the origlnal petition, listed Shepard’s residence as ‘“un- According to a murt petition fitedin
Shepard — the congental, soft-spoken cided Shepard's estate would be split Hoore. In hia will, dated Jan. 7, 1950,  Whlle few In the community suspect-  known.” May, Shepard's sisf t Barr
©d Shepard was worth almoet $200,000, of Fenton, ml.lnlnlned that she learneq

clty hall watcher who died last October
— wlll be divided equally among his
helrs, 1nclndlng a daughter from a

marrlage, g to

between his daughter, Mareella I, Cal-
to of Euclid, and other helrs includlng a
slster and a nlece, the Pontlac!
attorney sald.

epard. But she dled ap-
proximately two years before Shepard.
Controveray over Shepard's estate

even fewer reallzed he had a daughter,
Calto’s petition, however, included an
Ohlo birth certlficate listing her birth

PROBATE JUDGE Eugene Mooro
Iast week also entered a judgment
agalnst Shepard’s niece, Marguerite

House fire in Hills was arson, police say

Dy Bob Bklar
staff writer

The fire that caused about $200,000
In damage to a Farmington Hllls house
Oct. 14 was maliclously set. The 50-
ycar-old resident whose body was
found followlng the blaze dled of a

heart dttack before the flre, investiga-
torssald.

"“We've ruled out all accidental caus-
es. And we've determined the fire was
arson,” Farmington Hills Police Detee-
tive Darnel Krause 2ald Monday,

“It was an extremely rapld fire,” he
added. “The entlre south end of the

huuse went up almost at the same

Fir!:[lghu!ﬂ lmmd the body of Mnr
lene F, E4 after

KRAUSE, IN collaboration with in-
vestigators from the Michigan State
Fa!lcc Fire Marshal’s Diviston and the
Hills Firc Department,

fire in her two-story, lnmc house on
Rhonswood Drive, near Elght Mile and
Halsted.

Who set the flre haso't been deter-
mined, Krause sald,

cherml.ncd the flre was maliclously
set based on such factors na:

@ The (lre's [ntenslty,
® The {ire’s burn patterns.

® The extent of burns on Mrs. Ed-
wards’ body.

To Ulustrate the fire's intensily,
Krause pointed to the burning through
of a solid-core exterior door.

The fire [s believed to have atarted
on the flrst floor — in the area of the
famlly room near the back of the
honse The back of the house is where
body was found, Krause

police/fire calls

s

Listed below are highlights of bracelets and o man's watch. Most of - marijuana clgarettes and onc baggle of  outside Power wwc School, 34740 slgnaling an accelerant. The pletures Py
Farmington-area police and fire the stolen material was costume quall-  suspected fuana, about ac- howed that flames along the back of yﬂ[m[ngtnﬂ
calls received during the past week:  ty. ® Saturday, & motorist on Orchard cordlng to o Farmlnglon Hllls police the house were particularly intense and

Lake Road was stopped about 7:55 p.m.  report. white hot — also signaling an accel- @hﬂeruzr
@ SMASH AND GRAB © SUSPECTED MARIJUANA for defectlve equipment and both he Damage was estimated at $150. erant, Krause aald, (USPS 187-840)
”Fhmu wero blaating out from the

Someone threw a large rock through
the plate-glass window at Gene's Coln
Shop, 31628 Grand Rlver, early Satur-
day and fled with a diaplay case con-
taining $170 worth of costume jewelry,
according to a Farmington Depart.
mcnt of Publlx: Safety report.

y case, on a shelf just In-
slde um !ron! window, tncluded rings,

Farmington Hills Pollce ticketed
three people for posscsslon of suspect-
ed marijuana In vielatlon of the con-
trolled subatance act.

Accordlng to police reports:

® Friday, a 26-year-old Farmisgton
mar, stopped for speeding on Orchard
Lake Road about 5:40 p.m., was ticket-
ed for posscssion of scveral suspected

and the passenger — both 18-year-olds,
one from Farmington Hllls, the other
from Pontlac — were llcknlcd for pos-

© ATTEMPTED STICKUP
Two men attempted to rob a clerk at

sesslon of seven

the F Cleaners, 32725 Grand

cigarettes.

© SCHOOL VANDALIZED
Two windows were found smashed

The Fnrm!ngtan m was wcll
at the 92

World’s police chiefs share views

partment of Publlc Safety.

tematlonnl ;\_uoclnuan of Chiefs a!
Police conference Oct. 12-17 In the
Astro Hall in Houston.

Chief Willlam Dwyer and Inspec-
tor Richard Nicmisto represented
the Farmington Hills Pollce Depart-
ment. Director Frank Lauboff
represcnted the Farmington De-

came many non-

Communist countries.
“It was most beneficial s far as
the varlety of wi e cal-

crime, employce manngement,
homiclde lnvuuznuons, crime pre-
ventlon and youth programs, Exhib-
Its dhphyed the newest ln law cn-

thi
{ber of lbc exhibits and the sharing
of ideas and information,” Dwyer
sald.
Workshop toples included legal is-
sues, human relations, organized

“You don't otherwise have the
chanee to sit down with such a mix
of pcople from other areas and
agencies to share ideas and experi-
ences,” Lavhoff sald,

River, at gunpoint Saturday afternoon,
according to a Farmlnglon Depart-
ment of Public Safety report.

According to the report, a car pulled
up to the east drive-up window. The
driver polnted a revolver at the clerk
and demanded money. The clerk then
closed the window, pulled in lhe cx-
tendlng shelf and ducked. After pound-
ing on the window, the suspects fled
south on Grand River in thelr 197¢ red
Mercury.
©® WOOD STOLEN

Thirt:

. y wood panel sheets were re-
ported taken from a house under eon—

nud.

PICTURES TAKEN by a [rec-lance
photographer during the flre showed
that the cement floor of the screcaed

rear porch appeared to be burnlng —

family rather than curling up the
alde al me house, And there was poth-
Ing that flimmable in the room 1o ere-
ate that kind of an cffect,” Krause sald.

Michigan State Pelice laboratory
analysis of fire samples dlsclosed that
the accelerant was slower-burning than
gasoline — a substance llke paint
thinner, lighter fluld or high-grade ker-
oscne, Krause sald.

The fire started shortly before 6 p.m.
Oct. 14, When fireflghtera arrived
about 6:15 p.m., heavy smoke was
pouring from the arches along the front
of the house. Flrmes were vislble along
the rear lower level, Farmington Hills
Fire Lt. Peter Baldwin sald. He sald
the flre waa extinguished within 85

mlinutes.
sald Mrs, ar-

structlon on Lancaster
19-21, according to a Farmlngton Hllh
pollco report,

The sheets were valued at $750,
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rived home from ber secretarial job at
a Troy insurance company shortly be-
fore 5 pm.

that Balsick and her busband, John, re.
maved cash and other asseta from
Shepard’s home the day he died, il
The petltion stated the Balaleks “pa.
moved {rom me residence of the de.
timated to be at least
850 000, logelher with jewelry, includ.
g dlamonds and other ltems" J
-uwd Balalck “turned over timas cergl-
fleates and lke items she could not
cash, otherwise she has not turned over
the cash, Jewelry and other items.” .«
Barr’s petition also listed Shepard’s
assests as $162,009 In personal proper.
ty, and $35,000 I real estato — lut a
total value of $197,009,
epard was well known In tho com-
munity 33 an observer of the polltical
scene. He was often scen ot polltica)
functlons and at the Farmington Hills
Clty Offices. He was best known for hta
“battls of the casement” with Farm.
ington Hllls Councllman Charles Wil.
Uams. Shepard's and Willlams' proper-
ty abutted and both claimed ownership
of an casement.
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