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Hospitals send busloads
to insurance reform rally

By Tim Richary
otall writer

Nearly 10,000 health care people Tuesday flooded
the Michigan House of Representatives, the now
battleground In the state's medical malpractice lia-
billty crisis.

“The Michigan Senate acted responsiblly when it
passed & 19-bill package last week to deal with the
Habllify insurance lem,"

y problem, 3
Bloom{le!d Hills told the assembly in the Lansing
Clvic Center before it marched to the State Capltol
for a noon rally,

“We are bero to 2ay ‘it's time for the Leglalature to
recognize the crisls and pess the necessary bllls to
keep health care in Michigan affordsble and
available.”

MINKOW, PRESIDENT of the Oakland County
Medical Society, repeatedly advised the doctors, spe-
claliats, technl , nurses, office staff, spousca and
friends to stick to facts and logic when they but-
tonholed stats representatives.

They heeded his advice, Gov. James J. Blanchard,
lead-off speaker in the Capitol rally, praised the
massive group's decorum.

And to those who say bad doctors descrve to be
sued, Minkow had this counter-argument: “Tho truth
is the best doctors in the state are the ones sued the
most."”

“This I» an (ssye that affects all of us, not just
doctors,” sald St. Mary staff physiclan Robert Lilly

a3 he recruited demonstrators.
STATE POLICE estimated 200 to 250 buses, each

carrying up to 40 people, and uncounted numbers of
passenger cars were parked around the Capitol.

Sources from Beaumont Hospital in Royal Oak
said they sent 11 busloada with 585 people, Botaford
Hospltel in Farmington Hills reported four busloads,
and St. Mary Hospltal in Livonia was expected to
generate at least five bustoads,

Although the Uabllity reform package — deslgned
o ease the and lawsuit load not only on
medlcal people but on local govenments and taverns,
100 — salled through the Senate last Thursday with
Iess than a handful of dissenting voles, It faces stlffer
going in the House.

Nevertheless, House minority leader Michacl
Busch, R-Saginaw, promised that “we’ll have a pack-
age by Thanksglving.”

SEN, DAN DeGrow, R-Port Huron, who chaired
thio Senate Seloct Committee which wrestied with the
bills during the summer, flatly rejected lawyers' ar-
gument that soaring Uabllity insurance rates are due
to the greed of the Insurance Industry.

‘It used to be that ‘an applo a doy kept the doctor
away.’ Now it's the threat of belng sued,” sald the

Ireshman senator.
Deploring the “brain draln” of Michigan-tralned
medical taleat, DeGrow cited an Oakland County
survey which ahowed that half of surgical tralnces
plaa to leave !gd:lzn toset up pr::uce.
- *The lUabllity crisis endangers the avallablllty of
- “high-risk care,” ho sald. 7
An company which enlxm phyzicians

o fl

fall to keep thorough rocords of treatments,

® Al but Sen, Juck Faxon, D-Farmington Hills,
backed the bill to requlre that “expert” witnesses Lo
malpractice sults be perscns who spead at least 75
percent of thelr time either practicing or teaching
their speclalty.

The bill ust,lulped 1o halt the influx of so-called
“flesh ers” — non-practicing doctors who al-
legedly testify to anything that a plaintif pays them

« to testify about.

But Faxon, In a formal objectlon to the bill, sald,
“Wa are, In cffect, denylng so many rights through

this process that I seriously belleve there will bo a
1egal (court) challenge.”
ONEKEY split the local

The Senate rejected, 25-12, an amendment that
would have capped recovery for non-economic (paln
and suffering) damages to $1 million. The bill, as
passed, set the cap at $250,000. (No Umit was set on

c damages, such as medical bllls and Joss of
work.)
A $1 milllon cap was supported by Sens. Doug
Cruce, R-Troy, Willlam Faust, D-Weatland, and Fax-

on.

Sticking with the $250,000 cap were Sens. Richard
Feasler, R-West Bloomfield, R. Robert Geake, R-
Northville, Patrick McCollough, D-Dearbarn, and
Rudy Nichols, R-Waterford.

Nichols said, *"The $1 million figure is slmply too
high. This would become a figure to alm for. . . the
target to shoot for,” encouraging rather than
dlscouraging lltigation.

Baaumont Hospital In Oakland County bused In more
than 500 of tho nearly 10,000 State Capltol demonstra-
tors in favor of holding down Tiabitity )i
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THIS AREA'S seven senators were il but unant- fi|
mous as the upper chamber passed the package laat §

week. Examples:

© All voted for the blll to Nmlt non-economlc
damages in sults agatnst governmental agencics,

© All backed limlts on attorneys’ fees,

© All backed tougher penalties on hospltals which
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