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RIDGING THE gap between

" high-tech hospltal emergency
v rooms and visits to private
:‘ Tntent ot MercyCare
T That’s the of 's first

%egh“l;mc;n Ceater, on Orchard
~Lake armington
=" Backed by the Sisters of Mercy, the
*¥eater I8 dlrectly supported by St. Jo-
-'seph Mercy Hospital In Pontiac and Mt.
#Carmel Merey. Hospltal in Detroit —
‘two of Ilvn MercyCare hospltals in
"nouu:aut Michigan.

' ‘The chlef of emergency services at
_both bospltals, Dr. Thomses Patinga, 13
lhu Immedlato Care Center’s director.

- The center s staffed by St. Joseph

~and Mt Carmel emergency room phy-
sicians. They spend time rotating be-
tween tho hospltal emergency rooms
And the center.

DA ElEGIS'I'ERED nurse, a :tglxu:md
alab

-nd a receptjonlst m on duty at the
center 14 bours a day along with one
stalf physiclao.

+ A person who nceds an s

business talk

A page of local business news

the center more accessible to the pub-
u:-. The center Is a place where a varie-
y of immediate health sevices can bo

o({emd In & single locatloa.
‘The center 't require what goes
nto a hosplidl emergency room. As a

result, thia form of health care is less

expentive than hospital emergency
care, Walker said.

Another factor (hat brings cosia
down at the center ia that a major cor-
poration {s the sponsor, But the 14-hour
;wrkdaydoulmdwlnﬂeaueosb.

not & candidate for care at the center,
although i emergency service is una-
vallable, the center’s stafl can begln
- treatment, sald Dr, John Walker, an on-
duty physiclan, All services are almed

; at arca residents, he added.
Farmington Hills was chosen for the
' ceater because the two MercyCare hos-
. pltals sought communities where Mer-
) cyCare services were untapped, sald
' John Kerr, MercyCare vice

err
“A consclous declsion to bulld a fa-

ter cility that was not cold and sterile” Ia
behind

the reason the ceater’s colonlal
{acade, Kerr sald.

CREATING A bullding that contrast-
ed with tho mmmndlu brick and glass

Lako Road was
Mﬂcycan’s intention. A non-forebod-
ing lmpﬂ:rwu moat important, ac-

grand opening was held Aug. 10,
ve patients aro residents
within a three-to-flve-mile radlus.

The center includes two physician's
offices, soven exam rooms, o central
treatment room, a cast room, an x-ray
room, a laboratory and a waiting room.

An average day, accordlng to Kerr,
brings 25 patients for a 30- to 40-min-
ute treatment.

MercyCere modicat amlawnl Kahty Ortwine op
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These clinics are for sick children

By Pemala Dundas
spoclal writer

' presldent.
. Sisters of Mercy's wrwml-e head-
* quarters are Farmlngton HLI

Chooslng the same nelghborbood tor
 the first Immediate Care Center was a
. community-service move on the part of
! the Ststers of Mercy, Kerr added.

©, “WE DON'T want to usurp private
¢ physlclans,” Kerr stressed. The Imme-

« dlata Care Center I3 dcslgued w "ang-
. Tent (Tocal physicians') services."

The center has the equipment and
know-how necessary (o start any medi-
cal treatment. A referred apeclailst
takes over, or patients return to thelr
vegular phy:.lclxn after treatment at
the center, Walker explalned.

M 4 I.hay (pal.lenu) dou'’t have & regu-

{ lar doctor, we'll find one," Walker said.

', “Simple (bone) fractures, lacera-
Uons, colds and poeumonia” are what

»U.\e center Is equipped to treat, be add-

"What we're seelng (at the Immed!.

The changing structure of the subur-
ban family unit has brought about a
change in medtcal care for sub
children.

Three cvening-hours pedlatric elinles
have opencd In Farmilngton, Blrming-
bam and Troy. The doctors spearhead-
ing the effort hope to eventually pro-
vide evening-offlce-hour medical care
for children, throughout metro Detroit,
at a fraction of the cost of hospltal
cmergency care.

When a parent comes home from
work to discover hls or her chlld i aick,
and the pedlatrician's office 1s closed,
there are two main options:

@ Try and treat the child at home,
worry and lose oteep all night and hope
the child improv:

® Take mn chl]d to a hosplta) erier-

gency room, spend several hours
mlcnlng accident victima belng treat-
ed, often only 1o learn the child bas a
virus, which muat simply run ita
course,

more effective, alternative for today's
parents,” sald Dr. Harvey Firestono of
Pedlatric Aszoclatea of Farmington.

“Wo feel strongly that pediatric
problems should bo dealt with by pedl-
atriclans, and that our extended-hour
practices can provide caro for the cmld
w‘:s’en today's parcots peed it avail-
able”

Drs. Firestone of Farmington, J. Pa-
trick Quigley of Troy and Ruben Kur-
pets of Blrmingham have the doopera-~
tion of 30 tri-county pedintriciens ln ofs
fering evenlng ofilco hours at three

tric cllnf

Farmington-area doctors will work
out of the Kids’ Care Clinle, 29133 Or-
cn.ud Lake Road, Blrmin, pedla-
clans will rotate duty out of the Kur-
Mulhy Eastman practico on Plerce
and Troy doctors will share dutles at
the nght 0wl Pediatrie Clinic in tho
Willam Beaumont medical bullding on

Deg

“Many pedlatricians already bave
affics hours. But in & two- or thres-man
practice, the draln on a doctor to have
omw hours eeveral evenings a woek

duty out of ope central location, doc-
tors and staff have the benefit of know-
Ing patients are belng well cared for
without the phynical draln of working
s0 many doys and nights,” Quigley sald.

THE GROWING number of Ameri-
can famllies where both ts work,
plus the increasing number of single-
parent familles, has meant & growing
number of parents who can't get alck
children to a doctor during traditional
offlce hours,

Aa a result, many children are not
gcluna the medlcnl care they should

are also belng |:kcn ellnﬂ:mplml
unargmcy rooms, and recelving non-
chlld-arfented care,

care is 3
top-notch, Firestone is qulck to polnt

out. “But those doctora are trained to
treat adults — heart attack victims,

accident victims and such, They cannol

::uupeddly attuned to the linesses of

Children writh chest pains are rarely
Iézkvinx heart attacks, bntl:’ny be ﬂvm

Tarely serlons for Ad\:\lt.l. but o!m e
drea.

And medication good for grown adult
bodies Is not always good for growing
children’s bodles, A pedlatric speciallst
‘would bs more awars of a chlld’s ape-
cifle needs Firestono sald.

ergency room deallng diegnoxls poexibl

an emerge

with lnjuﬂu and accidents can be
much more scary than a doctor’s off-
Ice. Tho blood, emotional outbursts and
frequent urgeacy of dealing with a pa-
tient in trauma can be oven more trau-
matle for a chlld who has to watch it
all whila waiting for a doctor.

IN FACT, some pediatric "mint-clln.
iea” have been added to ERa and found
less effoctlve becauss of the slghts and
sounds of the hospltal, Firestons sald,

One of the blggest reasons {ho mx.\

T2 aro cooperating on
vlu b to help cut down on med.lcll

"rhn nsurance companies are highly
Quigley aald, “The cost

gams,”
- office visit iy approximate

mto!mmxmcymmvznt

umwllhhmplulmummdw
to gh mal

tients away from other doctors.
nations of diagnosis and treatment will

{n sent to the lunlly‘o doctor for fol-
owup,

YWHAT WED really ko to sce s
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‘The clinics will pot
caro for adults, and wi
general phyaical examinations.

Bnt&qw\nprwwo mnm .

Even parsnts with. full insurance times
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. bo tremendous.
.. “WE ARE offering another, wo think ‘fo having 10 or 50 do:!,un rotating _rious for

ey
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¥ 1f you recently opened a shop, captured an
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a Von Polk has bees named general manager and AND TEXTURES .

divislon vice presldent, management products at

CB3/Fox-Yideo, Farmington Hills.
olkulnchargaoﬂhnopcnﬁnnnﬂhemmw

ment products divislon, which originates,

and markets video-based training products for thu

markets.
CBS/Fox Video Is a m.ljor worldwide producer
Todd, recently moved from Falrfleld County, Conn and ofp d

Both are Detrolt-area natives. “Von's i
m:adhuwlle.smh.mmuvnol Obhlo and the divislon’s growth.
Michigan, respectively.
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gl business,
- dlvision has attracted leading Industry talent in the
sales and
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in the industry as evidenced
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