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Climb aboard fg

AYBE ALL you have ever
heard about Halley's Comet
fs that Mark Twaln was

born when [t appeared in
the night sky aver Florida, Mo, fn 1835.
Or that he dled Ln 1910, as he predicted,
on the comet’s ncxt pass around Earth.
Perhaps you may bave Jearned that
Edmund Halley, English astronomer
for whom the comet waa named, was a
friend of Isaac Newton and that Hal
ley's correet prediction of the comet’s
return in 1758 (he saw It flrst In 1882
and dld not live to tell the tale) was the
flrst time Newton's Jaw of gravity was
applled scientiflcally.
If thls is alt there 1s to It, swhy al) the
hype now about the comel’s return?

The comet makes the cover of Time
and Newswecek. Artleles appear In ev-
erything from scholarly journnls to
People magazine,

Everybody Is
getling into the
act, from scllers
of T-shirts and
pins and hats to
Carl Sagan and a
few astrobauts
pitching  crulses
and tows to the
beat  viewliog

spots,

All this Interest
and activity may
—— . come {rom the
fact that Halley's Comet appears only
once In the life apan of most humans, In
ar cra of reruns and instant veplay, this
in Liself creates anticipation.

AFTER ALL, this cclestlal bappen-
Ing has thrilled Earthlings only 29
tmes since the Chinese f(rst recorded
It In 240 B.C. Many of those sightinge
colncided with earthshaking events L
the political or social life of the world.

Part of the mystery in modern times
comes from storles told by those who
saw Halley's Comet in 1910, A Franklin
resldent, Waller Johnson, now de-

related that his mother held

irls

Jones
contributing lrovel

2

hlmduantothewlndn-lnmupsum best

bedroom In what 13 tow Franklin's clty
offices. !

He told how the comet “Ut up the
whole sky, actually filled the whole sky
with red sparks.” Some sald the comet
made a sound as it swooshed by.

Whatever the romance of memories,

‘Bird-brains’ are show’s stars

You will have to travel
to southerly Iatitudes
for the best seate in
the house to see this
once-in-a-lifetimo
show.

the passage of the comet wlil not be. an
Oscar-winning performance this time
out. This Ls because of a comblnatton of
the Earth’s position in the heavens and
greater amounts of industria) and light
poitution,

IN FACT, this appearance wlll be
the worst show in 2,000 years in the
northern latltudes. You will bave to
travel to southerly latitudes for the
beat seats in the house to see this once-
in-a-llfetime show,

Astronomer Halley once spent 18
years looking at the moon, determined
to see an entlre revolution of ita nodes,
He did. Howcever, thls celestlal event
bas already begun. You won't have 18
years to look at It. After July, 1988, the
comet wlll be too faint to sece, 1,300
times falnter than the falntest star.

If you were In the right place, by
Nov. 15 you could sce the comet as a
blur In your blnoculars, a 100-mllllon-
mlles-away blur. The best time (o see
the danling sky-wanderer wil be in
April, 1088, when ft (3 30 milllon miles
from Earth,

IF THE idea that a spoonful of dust
and gas, which Is all that makes up the
tall of Halley’s Comet, can streteh mil-
Uons of mlles across space Intrigues
you as it has Intrigued mankind for
centuries, or If you won't be around for
the next show in 2061, perhapa you'd
like to check out the crulses arranged
for you by several steamshlp lines:

® Sub Line Cruises’ starships, the
Stella Solarls and the Stella Oceanls
will sail on eight expeditions Into the
; viewlng :m!.cni;nu may choose

lrom  ports-of-call ¢ Antlgua and
Barbados in the West Indles, Casablan-
€a or Moroceo or Rlo de Janelro, Brazil
and Culdad Guayana, Veneruela and
you'll be able to view the comet away
from the bright lights and light pollu.
tlon of cltles. All these crulses are In

What better way u sec Halley's Comot than complete with
aboard a luxurious crulse ship such as this? A
number of lines aro booking opaclal crulses,

March and April, best viewlng times.

Lecturers such as Hugh Downs, ama-
teur astronomer and host of ABC-TV's
20/20, or “Dr. Comel,” Dr. Fred Whip-
ple, director emeritus of the Smithsoni-
an Astrophysical Observatory, will talk
to travelers on ooe or more of Sun
Line’s Comet Crulses,

They will be jolned by other astro-
vomers and writers, Camera buffs ere
urged to bring cameras, and instruc-
tion will be avallable for both consicl-
latlon and deep-sky photography. Be-
cause the movement of the ship in-
terferes with tir

sclentific

slve elties and unspotted beaches.

Write to them at 1 Rockefeller Pla-
za, New York, N.Y. 10020, or call 1-
800-872-6400.

# Slimar Crulses announces slx spe-
clal Halley's Comet Crulses beginniog
Jan. 8 salllng zlong the Mexican Rivl.
era and continulng untll March 22 with
Caribbean sallings. On two of tho six
crulses, noted astronomer Dr. David
Menke, Copernican Space Sclence Cen-
ter, New Britain, Conn., will lecture.

On other crulses, Alan Bean, the
fourth man to walk on the moon; Wal-
ter Cu pllot of Apollo 13; and

as a
courtesy to photographers, th‘e shlps
will make overnight berth at scleeted
ports of eall,

ASTRONOMY, CELESTIAL obser-
vations, meteorology and the blstory of
science are among the offerings of
“Stlence At Sea" presented by a team
of experts who are top names In thelr
{iclds.

During these comet-watching cru-
ises, everyday, normal sight.seelng is
not neglected so you'll Uil see Impres-

Gene Cernan, last man on the moon,
will appear as guest lecturers. Special
telescopes will be brought aboard for
the sallingy. Fares begln st $1,555 per

r3on and include free air transporta-
mn from 120 clties.

® Eptrotiki Lines Inc. bas 10 crulses
on the World and the

tako advantage of the comat (sce story).

Philadelphla have chartered space on
the March 9 departure from Manaus on
the Amazon River.

The shlp Jason sails Dec. 22 on a 27-
day cruise from Guadaloupe to Rio de
Janeiro, during which times the comet
Is expected to be visible from a van-
tage point near Devil'a Island. On each
Jason crulse, astronomers from
Swarthmore Colege's Sproul Observa-
tory or Phlladelphia’s Franklin Instl-
tute will talk about the comet and help
passengers catch sight of the comet
both day and night. .

Complete details from  Eplrotikl
Lines, 551 Fifth Ave,, New York, N.Y.
10017. Call 1-800-221-2470.

© Salen Lindblad Crulsing Inc. This
crulse Une rocently won an award for
tho “Most Adventurous Itineraries” In
tho crulso Indastry. Thelr trips
and to the Seychelles Is-

Jason from December through March
In regions where Halley’s Comet can be
scen. The sclence museums of Boston,
Charlotte, Columbus, Loulsville and

Tampa, Fla, — People L

ridl.

cule others as belng “flighty,” or “blrd-
brained" but if they could see the bird act
at Busch Gardens tn Tampa. Fla, they
would not use those terms n derislon agaln,

The act, now 26 years old, makes the au-
dlence think that birds may be among the
amartest beings in the anlmal world.

Bob Garner, manager of anlma) tralning
at The Dark Continent, uses precocious ma-
caws and cockatoos In a display which fea-
tures magie, froe-flight, acrobatic and au-
dience partlelpation acta.

The task most central to the show's puc-
cess {s selectlon of the “stars.” )

Potentinl stars begin tralning at age 3 or
3 and are given an “IQ test” to measure
thelr aptitede for learning the requlred
acts. The fastest learners, of course, be-
come cast members.

GARNER SAID that birds are quicker
learners than many other animals because
they are able to generallze — to apply what
they have learned in one trick to & pew,
simllar trick, The ages of the show’s birds
range from 3 to 20, Garner sald, ad
that some of the birds live to be 80 or 100.

The present 20-minuts show features 10

batle performances in which the birds
stand on their heads and make 360-degroe

turns by flapping their winga.

Talking birds are also featured, with ma-
caws that can Imitate sounds cotertaining
g;nndlﬁby saying “hello” and “:’yv-

" ang ughtng asd coughing
httman-like volces, ;

The-blrds demoestrate thelr Intelligence
by solving puniles on & “form board,” ‘gutg
ting different-shaped puzzle pleces in thelr
appropriate places on the board,

AFREE-FLIGHT act, in which the birds
ﬁ;}u the sudience and fly

throogh hoops,
act, In ‘which the birds’

a
lhlm somersaults through steel boops, fol-
low,

. Opa of tho most popular Garper
sld, is the ono which ke aud!-

€nco participation, In thin act, a member of -

tho acdicnce will bold up a dollar bil] and

muu“hﬂrds’m.nmup_ndplpckqa

Ono of tho star's of the Busch Gerdons bird show is Frod, a blue and
gold macaw, on the arm of trainer Lisa Harris,

‘ince 1959, when it first went on stage,

“In the early shows,” Garner said, “the
acts were fairly simple and built arcund
the birds' natural behaviors, such as bopp-
ing and ralsing a wing.”

blll frem the person’s hand.

The bird show's grand flnalo is a true
crowd-pleaser. In this Intricate act, the
birds ralso @ fleg, flre & cannon, aalute and
play dead. Then, one of the birds returns to
the stage with outstretched wings in an tmi-
tation of tho Anhcuser-Busch cagle,

GARDNER ATTRIBUTES the bird
ehow'a ongalng success to its high enter-
talnment value. “There's something for ev-
eryone,” he sald. “It's the type of thiog that
people can watch time and sgain and al-
ways plek ont somethlng new.”

Some fans have seen the show every year

The Busch Gardens Bird Shaw is per-
formed slx times dally at Busch Gardens, a
300-acre African-theme family enterialn-
ment park offering rides, shows, one of the
nation’s largest zoos, shops and restag-
rants. The park is located at 3000 Busch
Boulevard {n Tampa, eight miles northwest

stato 75,
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lands in the Indlan Ocean are planned
to colnclde with Halley's Comet. The
ahip Is a yacht-lUke vessel, Further do-
tails are avallable from Salen Lindblad

O&E  Thursdny, Octobor 24,1085

Comet

Crulsing Ine., 138 E. 55th St, New
York, N.Y. 10022, Call 212-751-2300.

® Holland America's three ships,
the Noordam, Nieuw Amsterdem and
flagakip Rofterdam wil] also take Hal
ley's Comet Cruises next spring. On.
deck viewing, aclence flction films and
Iectures with Informal questlon-and-
answer sessions will be featured. The
cruises wlll take you from San Francls.
co to Acapulco, or into the Western
Carlbbean and the Eastern Ceribbean.
Contact your travel agent for more [n-
formation.

® Vacatlon Travel Concepts has
chartered the Epirotiki ship Pegasus
for 12 eallings from Dec. 22, 1985,
through April 17, 1986, The Pecgasus Is
the old Sundancer after a $14 million
reoovation.

‘The ship goes to Babla, Viteria, Rlo
de Janelro, Paranagua and Szo Paulo,
Braxl; Montevideo, Uruguay, and Bue-
nos Aires, Argeatina. You can buy 12
nlghts and 13 days southbound or 1t
nights and 12 days northbound. Afr-sea
packnges are available $1,249-32,349,

® The Royal Viking has severa] Pa-
cific Ocean sailings, many already
booked. Carl Sagan will be on the Roy-
al Viklng Sca when it lcaves San Fran-
clsco Dec, 19, 1985, for a two-week
crulse down the Mexican coast, through
the Panama Canal to Costa Rlea, There
are still o few apaces on that,

Sagan will also be on the March 26,
1886, aalling of the Royal Viking Star
from Auckland, New Zealand, to Syd-
ney, Australia; but that and the other
two Australla/New Zealand crulses are
booked, as Is Sydney to Hong Kong
April 9. Royal Viking also has three
trans-canal crulses Feb, 21, March 9
and 25. Call 1-800-422-9000,

You can see the comet best in the
southern bemisphere. You can see it
while touring the Andes or the Amazon,
while on safarl in Botswana, while
touring South Africa or Australla, The
Hul place may be the center of Austra.

a.

I you'd like to see Hnllei’n Comet
from Ayers Rock In contral Australla,

* &3k your travel agent about Travel DI

rections Worldwlde of Milwaukee, or
call Quantes, the Australlan alrline, at
1-800-227-4500. Or, write to the Austra-
lUan Tourist Commlssion, P.O. Bo;
7049, N. Hollywood, Callf. 91805,




