Senator pushes for showdown
with foes of new tourlsm bureau

By Tim Richard
stat writer

A fuming state Sen. Harry DeMasso is
gunning for an open showdown with
state adminlsirators who are quletly
reslating his blll to create a Depart-
;ncnt of Reereation, Tourlsm and Cul-
ure,

“Neat meetlog I'm gonna have every
ono of the departments {n here and ask
them what they're doing. Let's lay it on
the table. They’re saying, ‘I hear pr-
vately it's galng no place',” said DeMa-
50, R-Battle Cree

Chn!mn‘.n g! ﬂie Senato committee
on economic development and tourism,
o 1s author of a packnge of billa to cre-
ate the 20th department of stats gov-
ernment. DeMaso interrupted speakers
Irequently during a two-hour hearing in
Lansing Tuesday to vent his frustration
at the quiet opposition of state adminls-
trators,

His bllls, subject of recent public
hearings in Detrolt and outstate cities,
would strip powera from the Com-
meree, Natural Resources, State and
Publlc Health departments.

“] HEARD nothing but favorable
comments (from non-siate sources) ln
those hearings” DeMaso sald. “But
from state government ltself, there's
oppoaluon to anylhlng called change.”

ol

mots tourlam are strewn acroas sever-
al cxisting departmenta and therefore
{nelfective.

While Sen. Jack Welborn, R-Kalama-
200, a doctrinalre foe of state spending,
continually asked what a department
of tourism would cost, DeMaso inslat-
ed, "It’s not a matter of more dollars.
1t’s a matter of thelr belng under one

LOUIS F. TWARDZIK, Michlgan
State Universlty professor of recre-
atlon and resources, gave DeMaszo
some ammunltion. Items:

o The state's 253 roadslde paris
serve 40 milllon visltors a year but

aren’t promoted by the Michigan De-,

partment of Transportation.

te for the
is Ihe afternoon nl Tucsdny, Nov. 8.

Supporting the package were apokes-
men for county and local governments
In Wayne and Oakland countles. Among
them was R. Eric Reickel, current
Wayne County parks chlef who beld the
same job previcusly In Oakland County.

“I'm golng to pursue the 20th depart-
ment, by hook or by crook,” vowed the
29-year veteran of the Leglslature,

MICHIGAN'S 1864 Constltution re-
quired that 130-some state agencles,
bureaus, commissions and departments
be reorganized under no more than 20
department headlngs. The Legllature
promptly created 19, leaving one in re-
serve.

Many proposals to create the 20th
department have been volced in the
imlc caplital, but DeMaso Lnslsts the

onor belongs to the state’s third larg-
‘est Industry — one whinh grew in a re-

® State high along the free
sand beaches of Lakes Superior and
Michigan are unadve

& Underwater state parks, at which
scuba divers can vialt sunken ships, ln

moted except by local groups. “Cre-
ation of underwater parks s one of the
greatest movements in the Unlted
States. Japan has 33 underwater
parka,” sald Twardzk.

Responded DeMaso: “I worked on
one (underwater park proposal} at
Alpena, and I don't get a slngle vote out
of Alpena, and It sits in Umbo. I can't
get any help out of tho stato depart-
meats.”"

BESIDES CREATING the tourism
department, his bllls would place under

it

® The State Council for the Arts,
now under the Offlee of Management
and Budget.

® The Island State Park

pesslon as
Jobs were lost.
. He argues the atate’s efforts to pro-

Commisslor, how under DNR.

© The Michigan State Waterways |

Don't Just Worry About It...

Find QutWhat You
Can Do About It!

of health subjects,

# Stress and Your Heart

cveryday living.

Presented by:
Joshua W

State University.

Seni

Reservations required.

When you or somcone you love has a special health
problem or health risk, you are better able to help if
you are well-armed wuh good information, This
series of health seminars and workshops, sponsored |
by Harper and Grace Hospitals, is designed to give
you the information you need and want on a variely

Communicating. Informing. Teaching. It’s part of the
health care job at Harper and Grace Hospitals,
Because your knowledge can make a difference.

Tuesday, October 29, 1985 * 7-9 p.m,

Southfield Civic Center, City Council Chambers

26000 Evergreen Road, Southfield, Michlgen

Atiend this FREE two-hour seminar, and find out how
both posluvc and negative stress affects your heart and
what preventive measures you can take to keep your
heart hiealthy, in order to bettcr manage stress in

‘ynne, M.D., Professor of Internal Medicine, and Chlef of
\he Dixision of Casdiclosy, Harper-
State Unlvesslty School of Medicine.
Kenneth M, Axelrad, Ph.D., Chiel Psychologlst, Depariment of
Payehlairy, Harper-Grece Hopltaly; Adju

Departments of Psychlatry/Psyshology, School of Medicioe, Wayne

Ca-sponsored by the American Han Assoclation, ©Oaktand Division.

inars aze co-sponored by Hurper & Grace Hospltals, Department
of Community Health Programming, and the City of Southileld,
Depasiment of Human Resourees.

» For Reservatlons or More Information: (313) 494-8983.

Grace Hmpiulu and Wayne

junct Assistant Professor,

Harper Hospital '_E‘ Grace Hospltal

Commisslon, now under DNR.

o The Michigan 'l‘nvel Commls-
zion, now under Comm

® Admiristration o! the Natural
Rivers Act, now under DNR.

@ The State Historical Commission,
now under State.
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Uey. .
Posncz sald MTU wants the state to “as-
eign a significantly higher pr!orny to
the tourism ustry.”

and rocreatlon ind
DeMaso’s frown broke into a smile.

‘Woods sald tho group includes the

fptes 1 Tl ol
tlon o vates Cam]
Owners, Rocreational Cance Associa-
tlon and three of the regional tourism
associations, -
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