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Program for talented
is focus of concern

Continusd from Pago 1

Students Identifled as Intellectually glfted re-
maln n the regular classroom. A coordinator s

provided to work speclfically with the [ntellectual- «

ly glited, The coordlnator's responsibilities (nclude
counzellng of the glited student, teachers and par-
ents.

.Farmlngton's program includes:

© A committee 1hat reviews and acts on refer-
rals made by teachers, adminlstrators and stu-
deats.

© Asscasment to determine whetber a student s
In the 98th percentile of (atellectual abllity,

: Individualized programming for the giftad
student.

“WE WANT (o sec that this (gifted) program i3
being evaluated on a long term basis,” Tomasln
satd. "Parents are looklng for somethlng more solld
In the clasaroom.”

According to the parents’ proposal, “'It bas been
observed that within our district, there are enor-
mous differences from school to school in the way
the program for glfted students is

Ing, for example. But It tx up to the regular class-
room teacher whether the gifted students on any
given week will attend the seminars, Tomasin sald.
Pareats want to see chaoges in the teackiog
methods used In tha gifted program. A balance also
must be struck between allowing the glited stu-
dents to work at an accelerated pace and allowing
them time to develop emotionally, Tornasin sald.

‘“THIS 1S @ need. We are pot parents who are
arrogant,” Tomasin sald. “We are not looking to
carve out an clite posltfon for our kids. There is
that Image out there that the gifted kids are elite.
That Is simply not true. These kids do not achleve
success any mare than anyone else does.”

Parents would also llke to see a variety of crite-
ria usad in determining which students are gifted
and talented, The criteria, parenis maintaln, should
Include Lntellectual abslity, plus other ahluuu, in-
eluding art and musle.

But Lewls disagrees. Programming for students
with a high ability of muut and musical talent Is
provldtd through the district's current art and mu-

sec the need to equallre the da!lvery of urvlca
provided throughout the district."

More definite programming for gifted students is.
needed, Tomasin sald, Currently, the district offers
glfted students specta) seminars twice a week that
dea) with toples such as statistics or problem solv-

"Il doesn't have to become a separate program
apart from the art department,” Lewls sald, “A
brosd base of educatlon s golng to be available for
all students, Within the syatem, we do have the ca-
pabllity of working with students with high capabll-
Itlea”

Historic house is transformed

Contlnued from Pagoe 1

of the house is palated ag ollve green, with black
trim and wood lattice work.

“In the East, they {homeowners} had color,”
Gleason sald, because people in that reglon of the
country tended to be wealthler than midwesterners.
“In the mldwest, they whitewashed.”

The color for the Pettlbone House was chosen
{rom a collectlon of historic colors made by a mod-
em palnt company

After nddLug me Pettibone-House to the historic
reglster, Farmington Hills zoned the house residen-
tial with an office use. “The clty was helpful waiv-
ing commercial bullding codes In order to conform
to an hlstorie site,” Gleason sald. “Everyone tried
very hard to help us.”

A MODERN porch and garage wero taken away.
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Wood rallings, lattice work and new cement walk.
ways were all added, Gleason zald. A brick chim-
ney added in the late 18001 splits 2 second-floor
dormer window,

Achleving an inslde *‘contiguous, flow-through"
fecling was most Important to the Gleasons. Soft
subdued colors were picked to glve um house a
“'quiet homellke feeling”

Gleason looked through books on historie fabrics
and palnts to pick the proper decor. The 12-Inch
plank, rough-hewn {loors have been covered with a
soft green carpet. The walls are pa with tradi-
tional Vietorian patterns. Wallpaper borders have
becn used to elevate or reduce the sense of belght in
each particular room.

The old kitchen hay been converted into a com-
puter room. An antique etching of George Washing-
ton dominates the room. The picture came from &
tu_‘:{ly collectlon. 5a

base-
ment, Gleason ﬁxphlned with an outslde cellar
doar, a low celling and a floor, The origloal

fieldstone foundation remains Iotact, although a
cv;:mu: floor waa poured several years ago by the
Solars,
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“After

1

to expect.

r my cataract surgen
only could I see...I coul
my doctor rea!ly cared for me.”

When my doclor at Livonia
Cataract Center totd us that there
, was an excelleni chance that
cataraci surgery could help restore
my vision, my wife and | were
gratetul but still a little scared,
Attor alf, wa really didn't know what

In his gentle and reassuring
way. my doctor tofd us that with

foday’s advanced procedures, my
operalion would take only a very

sherttime and I'd be home the

same day. There would be litile or
no discomfort belore or atter
surgery and, if necessary, Livonia

Cataract Center would be happy to
provide us with free transportation
10 and from the operation.
When the surgsry was over, |
was vary grateful for my doctor's

see

skifl and for his kindness, Do you
know he called me afier surgery to
see how l was doing? He even
sent us a plarit. And my insurance
covered the entire fee sa | had no
out of pocket cost.

Call Livonia Cataract Center
at 522-0805 to see for yourself
why our patients say “there is no
better cataract care anywhere.”
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Livonia,

20927 West Six Mile Road
{West ofMiddlubcll Rd }
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