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‘Deadwood’ voter bill falls short Austin says

Sccretary of State Richard Austin
likes state Sen, Robert Geake's Christ-
mas tree but complains It doesn't have
cnough ornaments.

Austln, as election chlef of Michigan,
agrees in principle with Geake's bill to
cut “deadwood™ from the voter regls-

 tratlon rolls after flve years instead of

10
”ll doun’t BO far enough,” according
to his state dlrec-

Currently, only local city and town-
ship clerks and the Secretary of State's
ofilce may register peapls to vote.

gave 3-0 approval to Geake's blll to
both purge voler lists of Inactive regis-
trants and make drives

‘Uting an ldea from the Plymouth
‘Township clerk, Geake, R-Northvitle, 1s
making bis third try at a registration
reform

Gov. Jamea J. Blanchard has vetoed
the earller verslons. But Geake —
whose district includes Plymouth, Can.
um,!.lvonhlndlladlmd zayshehas

more uniform.

tor Chris Thomas, Austln swants any
changes In state lawa to grant county
clerks power to appolnt reglstrars to
8lgn up voters, too,

Ing the measure were Chair-

mnn Harmon Cmpuy, R-Decatur; Nor-
R-| bertville; and

Mlﬂanaugh. Two other members were
absent.

the governor's
complaints in N.l third version, Senats
Bl 403,

Geake has support of GOP leader
John Engler of Mount Pleasant and
Democratic leader Art Miller of War-
ren, along with endorsement jrom the

Townshlps Axsoclation, the

chlm
Michigas Munldpnl Clerks Amsocia-
tlon, the Michigan Munldpn! League
and the etate chamber of

clerka, Groups such as the League of
Women Voters have complalned that
meclerhmlmtndepuunthmm-

- REY PMVIKIONS !n tha bill that

reglstra-
ton of vnlm:‘:yho have been inactive
{or five years (instead of the current
10) provided they send a written notice
and allow 30 days for the person to
reapply.
® It sets training standards for dep-
uty registrars appointed by local

‘Gender gap’ on abortion vote

There was almost 1o discusslon. The
battle lines bad been drawn for years.

And once ageln the atate House of
Representatives falled to muster a
two-thirds vote to override a guberna-
torial veto of a bill to eut off funding
for medlcald abortlons,

The vote last week was 72-37, with
on¢ member absent. An override re-
quires 74 yes votes,
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THE GENDER gup was apparent.
The override was supported by only
two women representatives and op-
posed by 12. Men favored lhn uw:rridn
70-28,a 73 percent

R-Blrmingham, was absent, the equiva-
leat of a pegative vote. She 1aid in an
Interview that she would bave voted no.

Also votlng no were Reps. David

All four Qbasrver & Era:::tdc ores
women representatives opposed the
override: Lyn Baakes, R-Livonls; Jos-
tne Bares, D-Westland, and Maxine
Berman, D-Southfleld. Jadith Miller,
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R-Farmiogton, Mat
Orlon;

g

R-West BI and
Gorden Sparks, R-Troy,

Favoring the uvcrr{d& were Joka
Benoett, D-Redford, W.V. Brotherton,
, R-Lake
Gregory Gress, R-Madison
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Helghts; William Eeitk, D-Garden City;
James Ve, ton; and Geraid
Law, R-Plymouth,

SPONSOR Mlchael Griffin, D-Jack-
som, thought be had the necessary two-
thirds mnjorl but was deserted by
two memberl of the black caucns,
which votad unmlmmxuy agalnst u:e
override,
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malls,
the clerks uy!ng lhcy fear for the In-
tegrity of the process.
Clerks could not refect an applicant
{for deputy vegisirar solely because of
political affiliation or vea . Clerks
wwuldhvewkeepncordlmlbepw-
sons Lhey deputize,
® Doputy registrars would be prohl-
blted from campaigulng or wearing
buttons while conductin,

McColough, D-Dearborn, whose

g regliatration
drives. At Ihulmhtenceome.Patrlck
district -
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